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Circumstances of Interview

STA Es Morida

NAKE OF “CHKER: Jules A. Froat

ADJRESSs Tampa, Florida
DATE October 15, 1938
SUBJECT: Folk Stuff, Hants.

l. DNare and address of informant:

Josephine Anderson, Tampa, Florida.
2. Date and time of interview: October 20, 1937
de Place of interview: Tampa, Florida

4, Nams and address of persen, if any, who put you in toush with
informants

5. Nawe and address of persom, if any, accompanylng you:

6. Dascriction of room, house, surrcandings, etc.

( No additionsl information available for other forms)
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Hantg”

Josephine Anderson
Tampa, Florida
Oetober ?0. 1937
Jules A. Frost

HANTS

»I kaint tell nothin bout slavery times cept what I heared
folks talk about. I was too youmg to remember much but I recleck
seein my granme milk de cows an do de washin. Grenpe was old, an

dey let him do light work, mosly fish an hunt.

“I doan membér nothin bout my daddy. He died when I was a
baby. My stepfather was Stephen Anderson, &n my mammy‘'s name was
Dorcas. He come fum Vajinny, but my mammy was borned an raised in
Wilmington. My name was Josephine Anderson fore I married willie
Jones., 1 had two half-brothers youngern me, John Henry an Ed, an
e half-gister, Elsie. De boys had to mind de calves an sheeps, an
nlsie nursed de missus' baby. I done de cookin, mosly, an helped

my memuy spin.,

"I was ony five year old when dey brung me to Sanderson, in
Buker Couaty, Florida. My stepfather went to work for a turpentine
man, mokin barrels, an he work at dat job till he drop dead in de

campe I reckon he musta had heart digease.

"I doan recleck ever seein my mammy wear shoes. Even in de
winter she go barefoot, an I reckon cold didn't hurt her foet no
moren her hands an face. /e all wore dresses made o' homespun, De
thread was spun an de cloth wove right in our own home. My mamy an

granmammy an me done it in spare time.
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Jogephine inderson
Tampa, Florida
Cctober 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost

FOLK STUFF, FLORIDAQ' 4

"My weddin dress was blue=-=blue for true. I thought it was de
prettiest dress I ever ses. Ve was married in de court-house, an
dat be a mighty happy day for me., Mos folks dem dayi got married by
layin a broom on de floor an jumpin over it, Dat seals de mar:iage, an

at de same time brings em good luck.

"Ya geo brooms koeps hants away. When mean folks dies, de old
debbil gomet imes doan want em down dere in de bad place, s0 he makes
witches out of em, an sends em back. One thing bout witches, doy
gotta count everthing fore dey can git acromst it. You put & broom
acrosst your door &t night an old witches gotta count ever straw in

dat broom fore she can come in,

"Jome fulka can jes nachly see hanta bettern othera. Teeny, my
gal can. I reckon éae cause she been borned wid a velle-you know, a
caul, sumpum what be over aome babiea' faces when dey is borned.
Folka borned wid a caul can see sperrits, an tell whaes gonna happen

fore it comes true.

"Use to worry Teeny right smart, seein sperrits day an night. My
husban say he gonna cure her, 80 he tuken a grain o' gorn an put it in
a bottle in Teeny's bedroom over night. Den he planted it in de yard,
an driv plenty sticks roun de place. When it was growin good, he put
leaf-mold roun de stalk, an wateh it ever day, an tell us don't no-
body touch de stalk. It raise three big ears o' gorn, an when dey was

good roastin size he pick em off an cook em an tell Teeny eat ever grain

offn all three coba. He watgh her while she done it, an she ain never
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Josgphine Anderson
Tampa, Florida
Ootober 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost
besn worried wid hantg no more. She sees em jes the same, but dey

doan bother her none.

"Fugt time I ever knowed & hant to come into vur quarters was
when I waa jes big nough to go out to parties. De game what we use
to play was spin de plate. Ever time I think on dat game it gives
me de shivera. One time there was a strange young man come t0 &
party where I waa.' Seid he name Richard Greem, &an he been takin
keer o' horses for & rich man what wae gorna buy a plentaiion in
dat c.unty. He look kinda slick &n dressed=-up=~diffunt from de rest.
All de gule begin to cast sheep's eyes at him, an hope he gonna choose

deus when dey start playin games.

"Pretty scon dey begin to play spin de plate an it come my turn
fust thing. I spin it am cull out 'Mister Green!' He jumps to de
middle o' de ring to grab de plate an 'Bang'-=-bout four guns go off
all at oncet, an Mister Green fall to de floqr plum dead shot through

de nead.

"Fore we knowed who done it, de sheriff an gome more men jump
down from de loft, where dey been hidin an tell us quit hollerin an
dosn be scairt. Dis mun be a bad desper-~ you know, one o' them out~
laws what kills folks. He sgume kinda foreigner, an jes tryin mske

blieve he a niggah, so’e they don't find him.

o
.
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“Hante T
Josephine Anderson
Tampa, Florida
Ostober 20, 193%
Jules A. Frost
"Well we didn’t feel like playim no more games, an {'ever after
dat you coundn*t git no niggahs to‘pnaa dat house alone atter dark.
Dey say de place was hanted, an if you look through de winder any

dark night you couuld see a man in dere spiinin de plate.

"I sho Jidn't never look in, eauss [ done seen more haﬁtn aready
dan I ever wants to see agin, One night I was goim to my gran.y's
nouse. It was jes comin dark, an when I got to de e¢risk an start
across on de fost-log, dere on de other end o' dat log was a man wid
his haid cut off an layin plum over on his shoulder. He 100k at me,
kinda piti!ul, an don't say & word--but I clesely never waited to
gee whrt ne gonna talk about. I pure flew back home. I was so seairt
I couldn't tell de folks what done happened till I set down an got my

breath.

"Nother time, not so long ago, when 1 live down in Gary, I be
walkin down de railroad track soon im de mornin an fore I knowed it,
dere was & white man walkin long side o me. I jes thought it were
somebody, but I wadn’t sho, so I turn off at de fust street to git
way from dere. De nex mawnin I D6 boin to work at de same time. It
were kinda fo.gy an dark, 80 I never seem nobody till I mighty nigh
run into dis same man, an éar§ he ga;;, bout half a gtep ahead o' me,

his two handas restin on his be-hind.

"1 was 80 eclose up to him I gould see him plain as I see you.
He had fin;ernails dat long, all g¢leaned an polished. He was t211,
an had on a derby hat, an stylish black clothes. Vhen I walk slow

he slow domn, an when I stop, he stop, never oncet lookin roun., My
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Josephine Anderson
Teampa, Florida
Ootober 20, 1937
Jules 4. Frost
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iy feets make & noise on de ginders tweem de rails, bui he doen meke

a mite o' noise. Dat was de fust thing got me scairt, but I figger I
better find cut for sho ifen he bs a sperrit; so I say, gook an loud:
'Lockes here, Mister, I jes an old colored woman, an I knows my placs,

an I wisht you wouldn't walk wid me counta what folks might say.'

“i{e never looked roun no moren if I wan'l there, an I cut my
oyes roun to see if there is soéebody I can holler to for help. then
I looked back he was gone; gone, like dat, without makin a sound., Denm
I knowed he te & hant, an de nex day whem I tell somebody bout it dey
say he be de gemmen what got killed at de orossin s spell back, an other
folks has geen him jus like I did., Dey say dey can hear babies eryin

at de trostle right near dere, an ain®*t nobody yit ever found em.

"Dat ain de uny hant I ever seen. (ne day I go usut {0 de smoke~
hiuge to git a mess o® tators. It was after sumdown, but still purty
light. Waen I gits dere de door be unlocked an a big man stundin half
inside. ‘'at you doin stealin our taters!' I hollers at him, an pow!
He gone, jea like dat. Did I git back to dat house? We mighty glad to

eat grits an cormbread dat night.

“ihen we livin at Tituaville, I see my old mammy comin up de road
jus as plain ss day. I stan on de poreh, fixin to run an meset her, whem
all of a sudden she be gone. I bsgin t'o ery an tell de folks I ain't
g%:na ses my mamay agin. An sho nuff, I never did. She die at Sander~

son, back in #est Florida, fore I got to see her.
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“Hant s g

Josephine Andarson

Tampa, Floride

Oetuber 20, 1937

Jules i. Frost

"Does I blieve ix witches? S-a~a~y, I knows more bout em dan teo

jes ‘blisve' =~ I been rid by em. Right here in dis house. You ain
never beem rid by a witeh! Well, you mighty lucky. Dey come in de
night, gimnerly soon after yuyu drop off to aleep. Dey put a bridle om
your hesd, an a bit in y.ur mouth, an a saddle om ycur back. Den dey
take off their akim an heng it up on de wall. Den dey git on ycu an some
nights dey 1like to ride you to death. You iry to holler but you kaimt,
counta the iron bit in your mouth, am you feel like somebody holdin you
down. Den dey ride you back home an intu your bed. vhem yuu hit de bed
you juwp an grub de kivera, an de witch be gone, like duvx. DBut you know
you been rid uighity hard, cause you all wet wid sweal, &n you feel plum

tired out.

"Some folks say you jus beem dreamin, eocunta de blood stop circu-
latin in yeur back. Shueks! Dey aix never been rid by & witeh, or dey

ain sayin dat.

"0ld witch docter, he wani ten dollers for a pisce o' string, what
he say some kinda charm words over. Tells me to make a image o' dat
old witeh c.ta duugh, an tie dat string roum its neck; den whem I bake
it in de oven, it swell up anm de magic string shet off her breath., I
didn't have no ten doller, #0 he say ifen I git up five doller he make
me a hand-~you know, what collored folks cals & jack. Dat be a charm
what will keep de witches away. I knows how to make em, but day doan
do no good thout de magic words, an I doan know dem. You take a liitle

pinch o' dried snake skin an some graveyard dirt, an some red pepper
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“Hant s '
Jogephine .ndersom
Tampa, Florida
October 20, 1937
Jules A. Frost

an & lock o' your heir wrapped roun some black rooster feathers.

Den you spit whiskey on em an wrop em in red flannel an sew it in-

to a ball bout dat big. Den you hang it under your right arwpit, an

ever week you give it a drink o' whiskey, to keep it strong an powful.

“Dat keep de witehes fum ridin y:u; but mrj one o’ dese charms
work wid dis old witeh. I got a purty good idee who she is, &n ghe
got a charm powfuller dan both of dem. Bul she kaint git acrosst flax-
seed, not till she count ever geed. You dosn blieve dat?f Huh! I
reckon I knows~-I done tried it cut., I gits me a 1il bag o' pure fresh
flaxseed, an I sprinkle it all roun de bed; den I put some un top of
de mattresa, an under de sheet. Den I goes to bed an sleeps like a

baby, an dat old witch dean bother me no wmore.

“omy onecet. OSoon’s I wake up, I light me a lamp an lovk on de
fivor an ders, side o' my .bod was my dress, layin right over dat flax-
seed, s0's she could walk over on de dress, big &s life. I snateh up
de dress an throw it on de bed; den I go to sleep, an I ain never beenm

bothered no more.

"Some folks reads de Bible backwards to keep witches fum ridim
om, but dai doan do me no good, cause I kaint read. But flaxseed work

80 good I doan be studyin night-ridin witeches no more."®

9
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Samuel Simeon Andrews

‘ - For. almost 30 years Edward Waters College, aﬁ
African Methodist Episcopal School, located on the north
side cf Kings Road in the western section of Jacksoﬁvillé,
has employed as watchman, Samuél Simeon Andréke(gffection—‘
ately called "Parson”), a former slaje of A.J. Lane of
Georgia, Lewis Ripley of Besufort, South Carolina, E4d Tille
man of Dallas, Texas, and John.Troy of Union Springs, Ala-
bara,. - |

"Parson® was born November is, 1850 in Macoﬁ,
Georgie, at a place called Tatum Sqnare,\where slafes were
held, housed and sold. "Speculators" (persons who traveled
from place to place ﬁith slaves for sale) had housed 84 al&vee'
there- many of whom were pregnant women. Besides "Parson, n two
other slave-children, Ed Jones who now lives in Sparta, Georgie,
and George Bailey were born in Tatum Square that night. The
morning after their births, a woman was sent from the nearby

A.J. Lane/plantation to take care of the'three mothers; this .
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Slave Interview Page 3
Rechel A, Austin FEC
Jacksonville, Florida

nurse ﬁroved to be "Parsonts® grahdmother. His mother told
him afterwards that the meeting of mother and daughter was
very jubilant, but silent and pathetic, because neither could
with safety show her pleasure in fihding the other. At the
auction which was held a few days later, his mother,Rachel,
and.her two sons, Solomon Augustus and her infant who was
later to be known as "Parscn, "™ were purchased by A.,J. Lane
who had previcusly bought "Parson's" father, Willis, from &
man named Dolphus of Albany, Georgia; thus were husband and
wife re-united. They were taken to Lane's plantétion three
miles out.of Sparta, Georgia, in Hancock County. Mr. lane

owned 85 slaves and was known to be very kind and considerate.

"Parson” lived on the Lane plantation until he .
wes eight years old, when he was sold to Lewis Ripley of
Beaufort, South Carolina, with whom he lived for two years; he
was then sold to Ed Tillman of Dallgs, Texas; he stayed on the
Tillman plantation for about a year and until he was purchased
oy John Troy of Union Springs, Alabama- the richest slave-holder
in Union.Springs, Alabama; he remained with him until Emancipation.
He recalls that during one of these salesyabout $800,00 was paid
for him,

He describes A.J. Lane as being a kind slave-hoider

who fed his slaves well and whipped them but little.[fll of his
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other masters, he states, were nice to children, but lashéd
and whipped-the grown-ups.wj

Mr. Lane's family was comprised of his wife,
Fennie (who also was very kind to the slaves) five children,
Harriett Ann, Jennie, Jeff, Frankie and Mse Roxle, a brother
(wnose name de does.nof recail) who owned a few slaves bﬁt_was
kind o those that he did own. Although very young during
slavery, "Parson'" remembers many plantetion aétivities and cus-
toms, among which are the following: That the master's children
and those of the slaves on the plantation played together; the
farm crops consisted of corn, cotten, feaé, wheat and oats; -
that the food for the slaves was cooked in pots which were hung
over a'fire; that the iron ovens used by the slaves had tops fo:
baking; how.during the Civil War, wheat, corn and dried potatoes
were parched and used as substitutes for coffee} that his mother
vas given a peck of flour every two weeks; that a mixture of salf
and sand was dug from the earthern fioﬁr of the smokehouse and
water poured.over:it:to;get:the'salx'drippings for eeésoning; that
most medicine consisted of boiled roots; when thread and cloth were
dyed with the dye obtained from maple bark; when shoes were made |
on a wooden last and soles and uppérg fastened together with maple

begs; when the white preachers preached "obey your masters"; thaf

the first buggy that he saw ﬁas owned by his master, A.J. Lane; it

had a seat at the rear with rest which was usually occupied by a
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Rachel A. Anstin. » o FEC

Jacksonville, Florida . "

man who was called the "waiter"; theie was no top to the seat

and the"waiter" was exposed to the weéther. He recalls when woOod=-.
en slats and tightened rores were used for bed springs; also the
patience of "Aunt Letha" an old woman slave who took care of the
children in the neighborhood while their-parénts worked, and

hew they enjoyed watching "Uncle Umphrey"” tanfcow and pig hides.

"Parson" describes himself as being very friéky as
a boy and states that he did but very little work and got but
very few whippings. Twice he ran away to escape being whipped and
nid in asparagus beds in Sparta, Georgia until nightfall; when he
returned the master would not whip him because he was apprehensive
that he might run away again and be stolen by poorer whites and
thus cause trouble. The richer whites, he relates, were afraid of
the poorer whites; 1f the latter were made angry they would round
up the owners! sheep and turn them 1obse into their cotton fields
and the sheep would eat the cotton, row by row, ‘

He compares the relationship between thearich and
poor whites during slavery with that of the white and Negro people
of today.

With a face full of frowns, "Parson" tells of a
white man persuading his mother to let him tie her to show that he
Was master, promising not to whip her, and she believed him. When
he had placed her in a buck (handes tied on a stick so tﬁat the

stick would turn her in any direction) he whipped her until the
blocd ran down her back.



Slave Interview | Page 5
Rachel A, Austin FEC
Jacksonville, Florida

With changed expression he told of an incident
during the Civil War: Slaves,he explained had to have ﬁasees
to go from one plantation to another and if one were found
without a pass the "patrollers“ would pick him up, return him
to his master and receive pay for their serviceijhe "patrolles"
were guardes for runaway slaves. One night they came to Aunt
Fhoda's house where a crowd of slaves had gathered and were
going to return them to their masters; Uncle Umphrey the tanner,
quickly spaded up some hot ashes and pitched it on them; all of
the slaves escaped unharmed, while all of the fpatrollers" were
badiy injured; no one ever told on Uncle Unphrey and when Aunt
Rhods was questioned by her master she stated that she knew nothing
about it but told them that the "patrollers" had brought another
"nigger" with them; her master took it for granted that she spoke
the truth since none of the other Negroes were hurt, He remembers
secing this but does not rememper how he, as a little boy, was
Prevented from tellihg abou% it,

Asked about his rememgrance or knowledge of the
slaves‘ belief in magic and spells he said: "I remem?er tﬁis and
can just see the dogs running around now. My mother's brother,
"Uncle Dick" and "Uncle July" swore they would not work longer for
masters; so they ran away and livea in the woods. In winter they
would put cotton seed in the fields to rot for fertilizéi and lay
in it for warmth. They would kill hogs and slip the meat to some
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%

slave to cook for food. When thelr owners 1doked for them,

"Bob Amos" who raised "nigger hounds" (hounds raised solely

to track Negro slavés) was summoned and the dogs located them
and surrounded them in their hide-out; one went one way and one
the other and escaped in the swampe;/%hey would run until they
care to a fence- each kept some *éfaveyard dust and a few light-
wcod splinters™ with which they smoked their feet and jumped the
fence and the dogs tuined back and could track no further. Thus,
they stayed &n thé woods until freedom, when they came out and
worked for pay. Now, you know "Uncle Dick" just died a few years

ago in Sparta, Georgia.,"

When the Civil War came he remembers hearing one
night "Sherman is coming." It waé said that Wheeler's Cavalry of
the Confederates was alwayé "running and fighting." Lane had moved
the family to Macon, Georgia, and they lived on a place called
"Duniap's Hill.® That night four preachers were preaching "Fellow
socldiers, the enemy is just here to Bolden's Brook, sixteen miles
away and you may be carried into judg ment; prepare t0 meet your
God." While they were preaching, bombs began to fly becanse Wheeler's
Cavalry was only six miles away instead of 16 miles; women sgreamed
and children ran. Wheeler kept wageons ahead of him so that when one
was crippled the other would replace it. He ea&s he imagines hé

hears the voice of Shemman now, saying:"Tell Wheeler to go on to
South Carolina; we will mow it down with grape shot and plow i¢
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in with bombshell," ‘

Emancipation came and with it great rejoicing,
' He recalls that Republicans were called "Radicals"” just after
tae olose of the Civil War, |
" Mr. Lane was able to save all of his meat, silver,

and other valuables during the war by having a cave dug in the
hog pasture; the hogs trampled over iﬁ daily.

"Parson" states that among the papers in his
trunk he has a piece of money called "shin plasters®" which was
used during the Civil War,

The slaves were not allowed to attend schools
of any kind; and school facilities immediately following Emanci-
pation were very poor; when thg first teacher, Miss Smith, a
Yankee, camg to Sparta, Georgie and began teaching Sunday School,
all of the children were given testaments or catechisms which
tneir parents were afreid fof them to keep lest their mésters
whip them, but the teacher cal;ed on the parents and explained
to them that they were as free as their former masters.

"Parson” states that when he was born, his mas-
ter named him "Monk." His grandfather, Willis Andrews, who was &
free man of Pittsburg,.Pennsylvania,lpurcﬁased.the freedom of
his wife Lizzle, but was never able to puréhéee their four child-
ren; his father, also named Wiliis, died a slave, was driven in

an ox-cart to a hole that had been dug, put in it and covered up;
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‘his mother nor children could stop work to attend the funeral,
but after the Emancipation,-he and a brother returned, found
"Uncle Bob" who helped bury him and located his grave. Soon
sfter he had been given his freedom, "Parson" walked from
Union Springs, Alabame where his last master had taken him- back
t0 Macon, Georgia, and rejoined his mother, Rachel, his brothers,
Samuel Augustus, San Francisco, Simon Peter, Lewis, Carter,
Powell Wendell and sisters, Lizzie and Ann; they all dropped
~ the name of their master, Lane, and took the name of their grand-
father; Andrews. -

| "Parson" possesses an almost uncanny memory and
attributes 1t to his inability to write things down and therefore
ceing entirely dependent upon his memory. He had passed 30 years
of age and had two children who could read and write before he
could. His connection with Edward Waters College has given him a
decided advantage for education and there are few things that he
cannot discuss inteliigently. He has céﬁe in contact with thousands
of students and all of the ministers connected with the African
Methddist Episcopal Church in the State of Florida and has attend-
ed all of the State and General Conferences of this Church for the
past half century. He has lived to be 85 years of age and says he
will live until he is 106, This he will do because he 6iaims:

"Your life is in your hand" and tells these narratives as proof:
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"In 1886 when the present Atlgntic Coaét Line Railrodd
was called the S;FQW: and I was coming from Savannah to Florida,
some tramps intent upon robbery had removed spikes from the
bridge and just as fhé alarm was given and the ctrain about to
be thrown from the track, I raised the window and jumped to
safety. I then walked baék two miles to report it. More. than:70
were killed‘who might have been saved had they quped as I did.
As a result, the S.F. and W;.gavé me a free pass for life with
which I rode all over the United States and once into Canada,."
He proudly displays this pass and states that he would‘like to
travel over the United States again but that the séhool keeps
him too closs.

"I had been very sick but took no medicine; my
wifefwent out to visit Sister Nancy- shortly afterwards I
heard what sounded like walking, and in my imagination saw
death eﬁtering, push the door open and draw back to leap on
me; I jumped through the window, my shirt hung, but I pulled
it out, Mr. Hodges, & Baptist preachei wags hoeing in his gardeh |
next door, tooked at me and laughed. A woman yelled 'there
goes Reverend Andrews, and death is on him.' I said 'no he isn't
on me but hets down there.' Pretty soon news came that Reverend
fdodges had dropped dead. Death had come for someone and would

20t leave without them. I was weak and he tried me first. Rev-

erend Hodges wasn't looking, so he slipped up on him,"
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®wparson” came to Umatilla, Florida, in 1883

from Georgia with a Mr. Rogers whobrought nim and six other
men, their wives and children, to work on the railroad; he
was made the section"boss" which job he held until a white
nan threatensd to "dock" him because he was wearing a stiff
shirt and Fsetting over a white man"™ when he should have a
shovel. This was the opinion of a man in the vicinity, but
another white friendﬁﬁ??%%is warned him and advised him not
to leave Umatilla, but persuaded him to work for him cutting
cord wood; although "Parson" had néver seen wood corded, he
accepted the job and was soon given a pass to Macon, Georgia,
to get other men; he brought 13 men back and soon became their
"20s8" and bought a house and decided to do & little hunting.
When he left this job he did some hotel work, cooked and served
as train porter. In 1893 he was ordained to preach and has
preached and pastored regularly from that time up to two years
ago. |

He is of medium size and build and partially bald-
headed; what little hair he has is very grey; he has keen eyea;k
his eyesight i1s very good; he has never had to wear glasses.
e is as supple as one half his age; 1t is readily demonstrated
a8 he runs, jumps and yells while attending the games of his
favorite pastimes, baseball and football. Wherever the Edward
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Waters College football team goes, there "Parson" wants to go
also. Whenever the crowd at & game hears the scream "Come on

boys," everyone knows it is "Parson™ Andrews.

‘ "Parson" haé had two wives, both of whom are
dead, and is the father of eight children: Willis (deceased)
Johnny, Sebron Reece of Martin, Tennessee, Annie Lee, of Macon,
Georgia, Hattie of Jacksonville, Ella (degeased) Mary Lou Rivers
of Macbn, Georgla, and Augustus somewhere-at-sea.

"Parson® does not believe in taking medicine,
but makes a liniment with which he rubs himself. He attributes
his long life to his sense of "having quitting sense" aqd not
allowing death to catch him unawares. He asserﬁa that if he
reaches the bedside of a kindred in time, he will keep him from
dying by telling him: "Come on now, don't be crazy and die."

He states that hé enjoyed hisvslavery life
and since that time life has been very sweet, He knows and re—
members most of the incidents connected with members of the
several Conferences of the African Methodist Episcopal Church
in Florida and can tell you in what minutes ybu may find any of

the important happenings of the rast 30 or 40 years,
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Bill Austin e-= he says his name is NOT Williams === ig an ex=

slave who gained his freedom because his mistress found it more advantes
geous to free him than to wateh him,

Austin lives near Greeawood, Jackson County, Florida, on a small
farm that he and his children operate., He says that he does not how
his age, doeg not remember ever having heard it, But he mmst bde pretty
old, he says, "tcamse I was a right smart sisze when Mistuh Smith went off -
fo fight.¥ He thinks be may be over a hundred — and he looks it — but
he is not sure,

Austin was born be‘tween Greene and Hancock Counties, on the Oconee
River, in Georgia. BHe ‘nsas the names of the counties interchangeably; he
cannot be definite as to just which one was his birthplace, ®The line be-
tveen %em was right there by us,® he says.

His father was Jack; for want of a surname of his own he took that
of his father and called himself Jack Smith, Daring a temporary shortage
of funds on his master's part, Jack and Bill%s mother were sold to a plan=-
ter in the northern part of the state, It was not until long after his
emancipation that Bill ever saw either of them again,

Bill%s father Jack was regarded as a fairly good carpenter, mason
and bricklayer; at times his master would let him do small jebs of repaire

ing of building for meighboring planters. These jobs sometimes nedted him
hems, bits of cormmeal, cloth for dresses for his wife smd ehildren, and
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other small gifts; these he either used for his small family or bartered
with the other slaves, Sometimes he sold them to the slaves for moneﬁ
cash was not altogether un‘mou among the slaves on the Smith place.

Austin gives an interesting description of his master, Thomas
Smith, 'He says that "sumptimes he was real rich and all of ws had & good
time. The wuk wasn®t hard then, cause if we had big crops he would Borrow
~ some he'p from the other white folks. He used to give ws heat every day,
and plenty of other things, One time he bought all of us shoes, and on
Sundey night would let us go to wherever the preacher was holdin! meeting,
 He used to give my pape morey sumptimes, %00,

"But they wsed to whisper that he would gamble a lot. We used to
see a whole lot of men come up to the house swmptimes and stay up most of
the night., Sumptimes they would stay three or four days. And once in a
wille after ome of these big doings Mistwh Smith would look worried, and
we wouldn't get no meat and vary little of anything else for a long time.
He would be crabby and beat ws for any little thing. He used to tell my
papa that he wouldn't have a dm—e cent until he made some crops,®

A few years before he left to enter the war the slave owner came
into possession of a store near his plaatationf This store was in Greensbore, -
Either because the business paid or because of another of his economic 'bad
Spells!, ownership of his plantation passed to a man named Kimball and :ost
of the slaves, with the exception of Bill Auti.i and one or two women w== either
transferred with the plantation or sold. Bill was kept to do errands and
general work around the store,

Bill learned mmch about the operation of the store, with the result

that when Mr. Snith left with the Sewtbera Army he left his wife and Bill

to contimme 1ts operation, Ry this time there wsed to be fregment stories
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whispered among the slaves in the neighborhoed =« and who came with their
‘mesters into the country store ~w= of how this or that slave ran awa&. and
with the white men-power of the ‘section engaged in war, remained at large
for lox'zg periods or escaped altogether,

| fhese stories always intereséed Amstin, with the result that ome

| morning he was absent when Mrs., Smith opened the store, He remaimed . .
awey Yeight or nine days, I guess!, before a friend of the Smiths found
him near Macon and threatemed that he would *half kill him?! if he dida®t
return immediately,

Either the threat ~== or the fact that in Macon there were no
readily available foodstuffs to be eaten all day as in the store === cqu
Austin to return. He was roundly berated by his mistress, but finally fo:p;
given by the worried woman who needed his help around the store more than
 ghe needed the oontrité promises and effusive declarations that he would
thebave alright for the rest of his life,!

And he did behave; for several whole months. But by this time
he wes %a great big boy!, and he had caught sight of & young woman whe
took his fancy on his trip to Macan. She was fi'ee herself; her father
had bought her freedom with that of her mother & few years before, and did
odd jobs for the white people in the city for a livelihood., Bill had thoughts
of going back to Macon, marrying her, and ‘ari'nging her back $to work for Mise
sug with me.' He asked permission to go, and was refused on the grounds that
his help was too badly needed at the store, Shortly afterward he had again
disappeared,

‘Missus?!, however, knew téo mach of his plans by this time, and it

no
ves/difficult tagk to have him apprehended in Macon. Bill may not have had
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guch great objections to the apprehension, either, he says, 'becmso hy this
time he had leammed that the young woman in Macon had no slightest intemtion
to give up her freedom to Join hiﬁ at Greensgboro.

A relative of Mrs, Smith gave Amnstin a sound beating on his return;
for & time it had the desired effect, and he stayed at the store and gave
no further trouble, Mrs. Smith, however, thought of a surer plan of keeping
him in Greensboro; she called him and told him he might have his freedom,
Bill never attempted to again leave the place —— although he did not re-
ceive a cent for his work =—-= wntil his master had died, the store passed
into the hands of one of Mr. Smith!s sons, and the emancipation of all the
slaves wae a matter of eight or ten years; history!

When he finally left Greene and Hancock Counties ww-— about fifty-
five years ago, Austin settled iﬁ Jackson County. He married and began
the raising of a family, At px;esent he has nineteen living children, more
grendchildren than he can accurately tell, and is living with his third wife,

a woman in her thirties,
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Frank Berry, living at 1614 West Twenty-

e

Second Street, Jacksonville, Florida, claims to be a
g:andson of Osceola, last fighting chief of the Sem-
inole tribe. Born in 1858 of a mother who was part of
the human chattel belonging to one of the Hearnses of
Alachua County in Florida, he served variously during his
life as a State and Federal Covernment contractor, United
States Maxshal? (1881), Registration Inspector (1879).

| Being only eight years of age when the
Emancipation Proclamation was issued, he remembers little
of his life as a slave. The master was kind in an impersonal
way but made no provision for his freedmen as did many other
Southerners-~ usuaily in the form of land grants-glthough he
gave them their freedom as soon as the proclamation was issued.
Berry learned from his elders that their master was a noted
duelist and owned several fine pistols some of which havé
very bloody histories;

It was during the hectic days that followed the
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Civil War that Berry served in ﬁhe afore-menttoned offices,
He held his marshalship under a Judge King of Jacksonville,
Florida., As State and Federal Covernment Contractor he bullt
many public structures, a few of which are still in use,
among them the jetties at Mayport, Florida which he helped
to build and a jail.at High Springs, Florid@:

It was during the war between the Indians and
séttlers that Berry's grandmother, serving as & nurse at Tampa
Bay was captured by the Indians and carried away to become tha/
squaw of their chief; she was later re-captured by her owners.
This was a common procedure, according to Berryfe statementé.
Indians ofiten captured slaves, particularly the women, or aided
in their escape and almost always intermarried with theﬁ. The
red men were credited with inciting many uprisings and whole-
sale escapes among the slaves.

Country frblice‘(dances) were quite often at-
tended by Indians, whose main reason for going was to obtain
whiskey, for which they had a very strong fondness. Berry
describes éﬁrintoxicated Indian as a "tornado mad men" and
recalls a hair raising incident that ended in tragedy for
the offender.
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A group of Indians were attending one of these
frolics at Fort Myers and everything went well until one
of fhe number became intoxlcated, terrorizing the Negrqes
with bullying, and fighting anyone with whom he could
"pick" a quarrel. "Big Charlie® an uncle of the narrator
was present and when the red man challenged him to a fight
made & quick end of him by breaking his neck at one blow.

For two years he was hounded by revengeful

Indians, who had an uncanny way of ferreting out his where-
abouts no matter where he went. Often he sighted them while
working in the fields and would be forced to flee to some
other place. This continued with many hairbreadth escapes,
until he was forced to move several states awmay.

Berry recalls the old days of black aristoc-
racy when Negroes held high political offices in the state
of rlorida, when Negro tradesmen and professionals com- ’
peted successfully and unmolested with the whites. Many
fortunes were made by men who are now little more than
beggars. To this group belongs the man who in spite of re-
duced circumstances managéistill to make one think of top
hats and state affairs. Although small of stature and almost
disabled by rheumatism, he has the fiery dignity and straight
back that we associate with men who have ruled others, At th§

same time he might also be characterized as & sweet 0ld person,
with all the tender reminiscences of the old days and the
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azd¢ childish prejudices againef all things new. As might

be expected, he lives in the baet and always is delighted
whenever he is asked to tell about the only life that he
has ever really lived. Together with his aged wife he lives
with his children and is known to local re}ief agencies who
supplement the very small income he now derives from what

ig left of what was at one time a considerable fortune.
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LAVE CUSTOMS AND ANECDQOTES
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Mary Minus Bi@die. age one hundred tfive was born in Pensacols,
Florida, 1833, and raised in Columbia County. She is married, and
has several children. For her age she is exceptionally active, being
able to wash and do her house work, With optimism she looks forward

to many more years of life, Her health is excellent.

Having spent thirty-two years of nep life as a slave she relates

vividly some of her experiences.

Her m.ster Lancaster Jamison was a very kind man and never mis-'
treated his slaves, He was a man of medioore means, and instead of
having a large plantation as waa usual in those days, he ran a boarding
house, the revenue therefrom furnishing him substance for a livelihood,
He had a small farm from which fresn produce was obtained to supply the
needs of his lodgers. Mary's family were his only sluves, The family
consisted of her mother, father, brother and a sister; The childred
called theold master "Fa" and their father "Pappy.* The master never
resented this appellation, and took it in good humor, Many travelers
stopped at his boardin, housej ,Mary's mother did the cooking, her father
"tended® the farm, and Mary, her brother and sister, did chores about the
pluce, There was a large one-room house built in the yard in which the
lamily lived, Her father had a separate gerden in which he raised his

own produce, also a smokéjhouse where the family meats were kept,

W 12356



Meuts were smoked in order to preserve thems

During the day Mary's f'ather was kept so busy attending his
master's farm that there was no time tor him to attend to & little farm
thut he was allowed to have. He overcame this handicap, however, by
setting up huge scaffolds in the field whioh he burned and from the

flames that this fire emitted he could see well enough to do what was

necessary to his farm,

The master's first wife was a very kind womanj at her death

Mary's master moved from Pensacola to Columbia Countye

Mary was very active with the plow, she could handle it with the

agility of s man., Jhis prowess gained her the title of "plow girl."

SCO.ING.

Stoves were unknown and cooking was done in a fireplace that
was built of clay, a large iron rod wﬁs built in across the opening of
the fireplace on which were hung pots that had special handles that
ritted about the rod holding them in place over the blazing fire as the
1ood cooking was done in a moveable over which was pluced in the fire-
place over hot coals or corn cobs, Potatoes were'roasted in ashes, Of¢t'
times Mary's father would sit in front of the firepluce until a late hour
in the night and on arising in the morning the children would tind in a
corner a number ol roasted potatees which their father had thoughtiully

rcasted and which the children readily consumed,

. £ e e
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LIGHTING SYSTEM,

Matches were unknown; a flint rock and a file provided the fire.
This occured by striking a tile against a tlint rock which threw orf
sparks that fell into a wad of dry cotton used tor the purpose., This
cotton, as a rule, readily cau.ht tire, This was fire and all the

fire needed to start any blaze

WEAVING

The white folk wove the cloth on regular looms which were
made into dresses for the slaves., For various colors of cloth ths thread
was dyed, The dye was made by digging up red shank and wild indigo roote
which were boiled; The substance obtained being some of the best dye to

be found.

BEVERAGES & FOOD,

Bread was made trom flour and wheat, The meat used was pork, beef,
mutton und gout. For preservation it was smoked and kept in the smoke-
house. Cofiee was used as a beverage and when this ran out as oft' times

happened, parched pcanruts were used for the purpose,

Mary and iamily arose before daizbreak and prepared breakfast for the
master and his family, after which they ate in the same dining room,
When this was over the dishes were washed by Mary, her brother and sister.
The chilaren then played about until meals were served again,

wasg

Washing/done in home-made wooden tubs, and boiling in iron pots

similar to those of today. Soap was made from fat and lye,



AMUSEMENTS . |
The only amusement to be had was a big candy pulling, or hog killing
and chicken cooking. The 8laves from the surrounding plantations were allowed

to come together on these occasions. A big time was hud,

CHURCH.

The slaves went to the "white folks" church on Sundays. They were
seated in the rear of the churohs The white minister woula arise end exhort
the slaves to "mind your masters, you owe them your respect." An old
Christian slave who perceived things differently could sometimes be heard
to mumble, "Yeah, wese Jjest as good as deys is only deys white and we's
bl.ck, huh." She dare not let the whites hear this, At times meetin's

wsre held in a slave cabin where some "inspired" sluve led the services.

In the course of years Mre. Jamison married againe, His second wife
was a veritable terror. She was always ready and anxious to whip a sluve
for the l1east misdemeanor. The master told Mary and her mother that befo.e
he would take the chance oi them running away on account of her meanness
he would leave her. As soon as he would leave the house this was a signal
tor his wife to start on a slave, One day, with a kettle of hot water in
her hund, she chased Mary, who ran to another plantation and hid there until
the .00od master returnede She then poured out her troubles to hime He was very
indignaunt and remonstrated with his wife for being so cruel, 3She met her fate
in later years; her son-in-law becoming angry at some of her doings in regard
Yo him shot her, which resulted in her deaths Instead of mourning, everybody
Seemed to rejoice, for the menace to well being had been removed, Twice a
vear Mary's father and master went to Cedar Keys, Florida to get salt, Oocean
vater was obtained and boiled, salt resulting, They always returned with about

three burrels of salte
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The greatest event in the lite of a slave was about to ocour, and the
most soirowful in the life of a master, FREEDOM was at hands A Negro was
seen coming in the distance, mounted upon & mule, approaching Mr. Jamison
who stood upon _the porch « He told him of thew iiberation of the sluves,
Mr. Jamison had never before been heard to curse, but this was one day
that he let go a torrent of words th.t are unworthy to appear in rrint,
He then broke down and cried like a slave who was being lashed by his cruel
n.ster, He ocalled Mary's mother and father, Phyliss and Sandy, "I ain't
got no more to do with you, you are free," he said, "if you want to stay
with me you may and I'll give you one-third of what you mise.” They deciaed
to stay. iihen the crop was harvested the master did not do as he had promised,
He .ave them nothinge. Mary slipped away, mounted the o0ld mule "Mustang" and
gelloped away at a mules snail speed to Newnansville where she related what had |
happened to a Union captaine He gave her a letter to give to Mr, Jamison,
In it he reminded him that if he didn't give Mary's family what he had promised
he would be put in jaile Without hesitation the old m.ster complied with these

pungent orders,

After this incident Mary and her family left the good old boss
to seek a new abode in other partse This was the first time that the
master had in any way displayed any kind of unfairness toward them, perhaps

it was the reaction to having to liberate theme

MARRIAGE

There was no marriage during slavery according to eivil or religious
Custom among the slaves. If a slave saw a woman whom he desired he told his
@aster, If the woman in question belonged on another plantation, the master
*ould consult her master: “"one of my boys wants to marry one of your gals,"”
he would say, As a rule it was agreeable that they should live together as

1an and wife, This was encouraged tor it increased the slavo population by



-6A 37

new borns, hence, being an asset to the masters. ihe two slaves thus joined

were allowed to see one another at intervals upon special permission from the
master. He must have a pass to leave the plantation.l Any slave caught without

one while off the plantaticn was subject to be caught by the "puderollers® ( a

low class of white who roved the country to molest a slave at the least opportunity,
Some of them were hired by the masters to guard against slaves running away or to
apprehend them in the event that they did) who would beat them unmeraifully,

and send them back to the plantation from whence they cames

As & result oi this form of matrimony at emancipation there were no
slaves lawfully murried, Orders were given that if they preferred to live
together as man and wife they must marry according to law, They were given
nine months to decide this question, af'ter which if they continued to live
together they were arrested for adulterye A Mre Fryer, Justide of the Peuce
at Gainesville, was assigned to deal with the situation around the plantation
whe.e Mary and her family livedes A big supper was given, it was early, about
twenty-five sluve couples attended.s There was gaiety and laughter, A barrel
of lemonade was served, A big time was had by all, then those couples who
desired to remain together were joined in wedloock according to civil custome

The party broke up in the early hours of the morninge.

Mary Biddie, cognizant of the progress that soienoé and invention
has made in the intervening years from Emancipation and the present time,
tould not hebp but remirk of the vast improvement of the lighting system of
today and that of slavery, There were no lamps or kerosenes The first
thread that sheever spun was for a wick to be used in a candle, the only
means of light. Beef tallow was used to make the candle; this was placed in

& candle mould while hot. The wick was then placed in the center of the

tallow as it rest in the mould; this was allowed to cool, When this
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chemical process occured there was a regular sized candle to be used for

lizhtinge

Mary now past the century mark, her lean bronze body resting in a
rocker, her head wrapped in a white 'kerchief, and puffing slowly on her
cluy pipe, expressed herself in regard to presidents: "Roosevelt has dont
mo' than any other president, why you know ever since freedom they been
talkin' 'bout dis pension, talkin' 'bout it tha's all, but you see Mr,
Roosevelt he don' com' an' gived it tu us, What? I'll say he's a good

rightus man, an' um sho' go' vot' fo' him."

Residing in her little eabin in Eatonville, Florida, she is able to

smile because she has some means of security, the Old Age Pension,
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Reverend Eli Boyd was born May 29, 1864, four miles from
Somerville, South Carolina on John Murray's plantation. It was s
large plantation with perhaps one hundred slaves and their femilies.
4s he was only a tiny beaby when freedom came, he hed no "recomembrance”
of the real slavery days, but he lived on the same plantation for

many years until his father and mother died in 1888.

61 worked on the plantation just like they did in the real slavery
days, only I received a small wage. I-picked cotton and thinned rice.
I always did just what they told me to do and didn't ever get into emny

trouble, except once and that was my own fault.

"You see it was this way. They gave me & bucket of thick clabber
to take to the hogs. I was hungry and took the bucket and sat down
behind the barn and ate every bit of it. I didn't know it would make
me sick, but was I sick? I swelled up so that I &ll but bust. They
had to doctor on me. They took soot out of the chimney and mixed it
with salt and made me take that. I guess they saved my life, for I
wes awful sick.

"I never learned to read until I was 26 years old. That was after
I left the plantation. I was staying at a place washing dishes for
Goodyear's at Sapville, Georgia, six miles from Waycross. I found a
¥ebster's spelling book that had been thrown away, and I learned to

read from that.

"I wasn't converted until I ient to work in a turpentine still
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Ex~8laves Continued.

and five years later I was called to preach. I am one of thirteen

children and none of us has ever been arrested. We were taught right.

"I kept on preaching until I ceme to Miami. I have been assist-

ant pastor at Bethel African Methodist Church for the past ten years.

"T belong to a class of Negroes called Geechees. My grandfather
was brought directly from Africa to Port Royal, South Carolina. My
grandmother used to hold up her hand and look at it and sing outAot
her hand. She'd meke them up &8s she would look at her hamnd. She

sang in Geechee and also made rhymes and songs in English."

Kt
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a2 any slaves were there on the sone plantatmn end faym? |

I don't imow, There was plenty o dem up in de
hundreds, I reckon,

) wmm what kind of meﬁz&ng u.‘:mih your mother used?
Yes, dey hed spiders an' big iron ket%zl% that: dny

hung in de ahm by ¢ long ¢helues "Ten dey
wanted to oool fast de lowered Jdo mm end when
doy wanted ho bakw in tbo spideres, they's put

them undsr de ketitle cen mﬂ%ﬁ muutildny
was hot, Dey'd put de pomes in dowes amx-
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1e “lee

rmeerned splders end twrm them around when dey wus
done o one 8lde.

0i 7w voume mgin foords and how were they cookted?

o ved ovored’dng you conld think of to eat

o o perorber rakivg ImStetion or substitute ocofifeq by
minding u corn ow mmﬁa? .

e e

sihan riad of ':m:za benides eorn bmmi?

-~
s

e

A (

[De o rad roel coffees

TOU O Doy evor nawing, whe. you were :oung, eny

Toe, Tathew fv--?ms and white bregd.

3

¢ wou romsrher aveporating sea watw ‘ba M mw

M 218 nid :tt &mv.

TOn WO wera & mim what sort of zzt:m da ‘wu rémerbhey |

coup nother sving? é“‘id they bave a hangilag
fiee migee, a-d did they make thelr saendles

pot in the
efmirm

polilow?

clwaps Ced fireplaces or opon fires on thp @1&:&{:1@:1,
tat aftor @ long vhile =my me:sy had hwrbhﬂstm to
eouk on. Do would give de slaves pot ligne
groen i nuretivneny Doy 1it ds Cires with fitnt end
stoel, when 1t would go outy 7o 81l ate with wooden

“widles for sTOCHBs  pe w talley condles out of
maf and matton tallew, den we '(2 enoog Yew dow m

“he sondle stioks made of tin pans wid & mm

and a holdor For the candle in the oconter, icm m.

3 vou pe en open well or purp to get the wntent

¢ "8t o well with two buclwte on =a wlley to dpew
the wobers

- vou rens-ber when you Pirst sa: fce in regular form?

3o

04 ic would freese 1 winter ia our plase,
our femily work & the rice Tlelds or in the cotton

v tho fepm, oF what eort of work d44 they do?

“hey did all kinds of work in the fields.
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“am? ¥ lae
15 ftmwmed!nthohamwum ﬂwplm, memtw
sort: d1d they do?

L vas houre matd ant 214 everybning they t01d me to doe
Sometimes Ltd sweep amd work era W 811 the times -

16, -0 you reme-ber aver helpdng tam and cwre hides end pig hides?
| mammmtm;ﬂmemgimmwmm£u _
5 o young person whet oort of wewk did you do? if"’wh‘w
*;mpme%wmdtmmasmmtﬂmwdwww the
vapy &Y 608 B

T helped do the i«msm‘k and ém mt the MMM
t0ld e do.

“hen you were & ch do 'ou remenbey m mh’m
or anmn thread, or oked out cotton soed, op we mm,
or what ropt of bag was used on tm cotton bales?

0

o you vemenbor what sort of m&@ t!m used? dow dtd M
get the lye for maki g the Ww

+op, 13 nelp to meke the m‘%& iye mﬁ soft 208D ¢ W
seed any calke soap mtﬁ.i i rome Mf

at 314 they use for dyeing - tmﬁ end alems mzi m asa M

dre hem? v
Yhey used .%r 1%, mw f@r :%muw@ and
"@33 %}' wﬁi ‘Nég §

4 vour mother use big, wooden mm with M hﬂiﬁi

o euch 8ide Por ﬁm fingﬁtﬂ?

Yes, and dey bed smaller wooden !ma.‘m; | am M
eny tin tubs up thewe,

B e mh&rmmytmm mwhma in the W’?
Yes, tlny made 33.1 cupe shoes on the ?Wﬁiﬁ% |

(j» wgu remens e @&m km ﬁmm mtw M @m
ealeng almm for your tmtzi;} .
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‘g o . Taylor L v / A
“qani,Flae - ’ o |
Yesn. mymﬁm. Memanuarw or I
rmess she bought 1t, at so-e of the slaves took .

thin linbs from trees and mad. thefr hoopw.

nade thes at of sSiff peper and others would
staroh tholr sikifts stiff with riec miardh to make
their skirts atand way out, Ye thought the»e hoops
were Juct the thing for style,

O you vemember m you first saw -ow ﬁmi: wimhul?
Vese ‘hey ﬁ’iﬂn‘t have them thore,

3‘:@ s res ber when you firat sew bed mmgs ingtead
* bed mms? ,.

T 8lept &n & gunny bunk. Yy mioous m& a mg. bed
enl ste eovered the ropes with a eow hi
“hav end covn shuolk amitresses for ber. @ & mt
the hay and shuoks up fine and stuff the tieks

with + ome The cow hides wors ;a‘*wm%m top of the
matiresses to proteet them,

‘hoa did you dee the fivet bacay and what did it look lke?

It wer a bugzy like vou Boe,
" you pemerber your grend-avrentsi

i0e wmﬂ:Wms sold ”z«mmm I vas small, I
si:ayed in wy wclets smﬂ at niuh‘b.

L ysn rome ‘ber the mney c&lled “s!ﬁnﬂ@mrtem“?
e P |

‘rat Intevusting Mstmx evama mwﬁ &mﬂmg W
yonth, mw% a8 Shorman's avny mssing tirouch your v
ceeblont 44 you witneas the happealngs and mt was
the maction of the other Negroes te them?

I vemerbe~ woll when, de war was on. iusedmtm
the bz&mmm nd smmsmneam |
for the Confeders Aiere, They used to sell soms
oftbeumendm:ygmmutmwmwm*
syway the Yenimes got some and they d4d pot eupeet
them ¢ get its It wes this wayt Sne P boy
nere mmtm‘qw&%sm*aw
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S0 of oouree we W they vere ocur soldliars a=gingint
our 8 e Woll, they came u! |
herman's soldiens weme soning* N
Cell our food and velundble things, for they'd |
ovorything thoy wented, So we "hoped” our Uscey hide
e tlage. They dug boles and ed the potatees
aud covered them with eotton seed and all that, Themn
oup mo 98y glve dom food end thanked the~ for thetly
Hindnoss and he set out wid two of the girls to tote
i’«av to scofety, dut before he @oe bae': after the aum,
e Tonks wovyo on USe

T x%sﬂw ha"* od 1ed e to, thm' and wm us what to
«uy. low you beg for -o. they ask vou whother Itye
beom  ood to you, tell *oas vogt, thoy ask you
17 we give you ment, youw sey ‘ym’s'. liow, dc ves¥
Qidn't git any rost, bat I dsd, *:ause I ww!m& in the
“ouses Ho I Gidm't toll a 1%s, for I did git memt,

o wo besed, an! wo say, "Our miesus i good, Domfe
T tﬁ!l mr. J'm‘t you ‘im onp mesd evny. *mgoma. “m‘t
wou Jurt he-, Dntt taova her house down,
mwmatha mamoftmotm?,»gg ‘
%mti"heyﬂidn tM‘!&h§mmmMﬂﬁ e . -
‘¢ now the rost of the Yamia comin', They never stopp d
? v nothin? . Thety horses would m the worm vatl
foncos and mey come Yewross Tields ' M‘mmg; They
bound our missus upstairs 2o she ~onldn't goy sway,
thon they came $0 the sheds end we begged amd |
for her, Then they loosed her, but theoy took some of us
fop efugees and Sore of the siaves went off with them
of their own vwill, They toock &'l the things thad vere
burled all tho hume and everything they wembed, ,

"oy 14 not burn the house and ourrmissus was saved,

e 23 wou ‘mow eny Jegroes ﬂm enlisted or joimed m northern

9\ ”{“”?

Cle ‘ . .
92, A6 wou 'mow eny Negroes who Alisted in the southern army?
RCTE '

We 4l vor master joim m sonfoderacy? mm do you remesber
of tig voturs from the wm? Or vas he womded. GM ¥illed?

°8s Two bOYS went, Ome wes killed and one oRme Mh;p-
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Md vou live 4n aamm Shermsn mnd the Nopthem
v remombder the

%o orcos mevched through the state, end do yo
exciterent in vour towm o n-ouud the *ﬂMat!ou vhere

you 14 ved?

Te lived north of Ssvamnah, I don't !mow how far i
uns, but 1t wes in South Carolinma,

Ghe 10 vo 2 mastepts house get robtbed or mmed &uﬂ% th
t3-0 of Sherpants werch?
"o wore robbed, ut the louse was not Durned.
it for them,

et kiad of uniforrs did they woar during the Oivil wer?

e snved

Ha
2o and pvey ‘
57 nat q.:,m» of medieins wgs used in the dz 8 just after
e ep @ Dogeribde a Mm doctor of that period,.

‘16 uscd to malte bem out of the Lewil's Shoe String thad
rrow elong on the ground. ¥e used 011 and turpentine,

Pt tmmtim on 80Ye8.

Jie hol do ou reme ber ebout morihern people or outsids mle
ovioe 4 to 8 eovamity after the war?
You. TrogDavmont, he. tmﬁit white folls., Idiﬁﬂ*t' e to
TS TRRRTS X A
G q -:i'i:r vo r fauilvte life mmmo after umancivation with
o " ’"mm"
ten 4t hetter and aso did the rost,
Ehy G oo T ~ov enything about mli‘hic al -,.%tiﬂg,a and elubs
forred wlter the wer? -
¢ hadl tO have a ticket to go to e'ureh or the padile
vél’iews.
1.0 00 ow anythng regarding the lettems and storics from
nreoey who rigrated nopth affer the war?

e

e v any Negroes of vour sequaintance who m skilled
LT Y 513"{‘1&1&3? m of work? )

‘ege In mkinﬁnhm and ﬂmﬁm, they bad 60 4o wmosnt
werything well or get paddied,
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A GOVERNOR'S SLAVES

Matilda Brooks, 79, who lives in lMonticello, Fla., was

once a slave of a South Carolina governor.

Mrs. Brooks was born in 1857 or 1858 in Edgeﬁeld, S«Ce
Her parents were Hawkins and Harriet Knox, and at the time of
the birth of their demghter were slaves on a large plantaa-
%ion belonging to Governor Frank Pickens. On this plantation
vere raised cotton, corn, potatoes, tobacco, peas, wheat and
truck productss As soon as Matilda was large enough to go

into the fields she helped her parents with the faming,

The former slave descriBes Governor Pickens as being
'Very good' to his slaves. He supervised them personally,
&l thcugh official duties often made this difficult. - He
$&% to it that their quarters were comfortable and. that they
always had sufficient foods When' they became ill he would
himself doctor on them with pills, castor oil, t\.irpentine

end other remedies. Their die%t consisted largely of potam
ey

i

» corn bread, syrup, greens, peas, and occasionally ham,

fowl ang other meats or poultry. Their chief beverage was

Cofree made from narched corne
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Since there were no stoves during slavery, they cooked
their food.sk in large iron pots suspended from racks built
into the fireplaces. ZFried foods wére ﬁrepared in iron ‘'spim
ders', large frying pans with legse The se pans were placed
over hot coals, and the seasonin~ was done with salt which
they secured from evaporat;ed. sea=waleres After the food wes
fried and while the coails were still glowing the fat of oxen ’
and sheep was melted to make candles. Any grease left over
Wa.s put’ into a la.rgé box, to be used later for soap-making.

Lye for the soap was obtained by pu:tting oak ashes

in a barrel and pouring water over them. After standing for
several days == until the ashes had decayed =--- hbles were
drilled into the bottom of the ﬁbz';,rrell and the liquid drained
offe This liquid was the lye‘, and it was then trickled into
the pot into which the fat had been placed. fhe two were
then boiled, and after cooling cut into squares of soape

Water for cooking and other purposes was obtained from
a2 well, which also serired as a refrigerator at timese Mam
tilda does not recall seeing ice\untilmany Years latere.

In the evenings Matilda's mother would weave cloth on
her spinning-jenny and an in;provised loom, This cloth was
‘oietimes dyed in variaus colors: blue from the indigo plant;
Velliw from the crocus and brown from the bark of the red

%8k, Cther colors were obtained from berries and other plants.
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In seasons other than picking.time for the c/ptton the
children were dsﬁally allowed to play in the eyenings. When
cotton crops were large, however, they spent their evenings
picking out seeds f“rom the cotton bolls, in order that their
parents might work uninterruptedly in the fields during the
daye The cotton, after being picked and separased, would
be weiéhed in balances and packed t;éhﬂy in 'c;z'ocus' bagse

Chicken and goose feathers were jealously baved e
ring these days. They were used for the mattresses thé.t res-
ted on the beds of wooden slats that were built in corners .
against the walls. Hoop skirtis were worn~ at the time, bdbut
for how long afterward latilda does not remember. She only
recalls that they were disappearing 'about ‘the time I saw
a windmill for the first time's

The coming of the Yankee soldiers created much excitew
meny among the slaves on the Pickens plantation. "The. slaves
were in ignorance of activitids going on, and of their epe
Froach, but when the first one was sighted the news spread
'iust like dry grass burning W 2 hill's Despite the kindm
nesr of Gevernor Pickens the slaves were happy to claim their
new-found freedom. Some of them even ran away to join the
Tortrern armies before they were officially freed. Some ate

terpiad to show their loyalty to their old owners by joining

“he Soathern armies, but in this section they were not pere

49
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mitted to do so0. .

After she was released from slavery Matilda came with
ner parents to the Monticello section, where the Knoxes bew
came paid house servants. The parents V\took an asctive part
in politics in the section, and Matilda was éent to school.

White teachers operated the schools at first, and were

later reploaced by Negro teachers. Churches were opened with

Negro ministers in the pulpits, and other necessities of
community life eventually came to the vicinitye

Matilda still lives in one of the earlier homes of
her parents in the area, now descfibed as 'Rooster«Town'! by
its residents. The section is in the eastern part of Montdm

celloe

Errere.
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Interview with subject, Matilda Brooks; "Rooster~Towm",

eastern part of city, Monticello, Jefferson County, F.ia.
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Iitus Xs Bvoen

Titus Be. Bynes, affactionately known as "Daddy Bymes", is
reminiscent of Harriet Bescher Stowe's immertal "Uncle Tom" emd Josl
Chandler Harris?® inimitable "Uncle Remms™ with his vhite beerd snd
hair surmunding a amnné dlack fuce, He wes born in November 1846
in what 18 now Clarendon Courty, Seuth Carolinss Beth his father,
Juffy, and mother, Diana, balongsd to Gadriel Flewden who owned 78
or 80 elaves and wes noted for his kindness to them,

Bynes® father was n commen laborer, and his mether u;td
in the_ capacity of charbermmid 2md spirmer, They had 12 dhﬂdx'u.
seven boys— Abrahem, Tutus, Reese, Lswrence, Themes, Billie, end
Hnmlot=— end five girls~~ Charity, Chrissy, Fannie, Charlette, and
Tolet,

"hen Titus was five or six years of age he was given %o
‘lovden's wife vho groemed him for, the job of housedoy., Although he
2ever received sny edusation, Bynes was quick to learn, NHe MM tell
the time of day and ooul&--diatingd‘il one newspapsr from snsther, He
rezalled an incident which happemed whem he was about eight years of
“ee which lsd him te -conceal his pressciousness. One day while writing
on the rmuml, he heard his I‘ﬂl’.ﬂl' little demghter tell her mether
thet he was writing about water. Mistress Plewden called him and told

26723
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bin that 1f he were cmght writizg again his right arm wuld be cut

offe From then an his ptwmmmp venished, In regards o religien,
Bynes can recall the Sunday services very vividlyj and hs tells hew the
Necroes who were sested fn the gallery first heard a sermsn by the

white minister and then after these ssrvices they wuld ather on the

muin floer and hear uqamn by a Negro preacher, ' o

Bynss wm‘mmmmmamm;mm ad he can re=-
netber the regiment cemp betwesn Savammalk, Georgla and Clarleston,
fouth Carcline. His mistrees wuld not permit Bynss %0 amm his
rnster to Virginia to pmmmmgmmmm 1t
7.3 t0o cold for him, Am thus emded his war days$ After the war he
uent with wis ta/‘ahcx‘ ts work on the Mdge Plantabien, Hhem he was 850
voave of ape, his fether turmed him loese. Young Bynmes renmted 14 anores
0f lond from ;rthur Harven and began fuxminge |

In 1568 he left Seuth Oavolina aml cems $o Ylerida, He
30ttlad in Enterprise (mow Bemsen Springs), Volusia Coumsy where he
orled for J, Co Hayss, a farmer, for one year, after which he hoxe-

stnfdm. He next became a oaxpemter m; as he says M-m.""‘
Juck of 211 tredes and a master of none.," Me murried shertly after

toring to Florida emd ig the father of three sons~"sp my wife Sold ne,"
B 4ide with a twinkle tm his eyes, Nis wife is now desd, Ho was
o dad upon vhile very 111 t0 emter the Tinsville Poor Fum where
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he has been for almost two years. (8)

Della Bess Hilyard, or "iumb Hesg” as she s better knows,
ms born in Darlington, Seuth Carolim in 1868, the desugter of Resier
snd "{1phy Hart, slaves of Ous Riwerds. Both her paremts wers cetton
sickers and a8 a 11tt18 girl Dalla often weat with her parents imde
tho Tields. | One day ehe stated that the Yonkees oame throm South
farelima with'maaekn on theix» shoulderss It wasatt until later thas

che lesrmd the reason.

%hen asked i€ she received any educational traiming, “iunt
Ress” replisd in the negative, tut stated that the slevss on the Riwards
plantation were permitted %o pick up what edicstien they could without
foar of being molested. No one btothered, howewsr, to teach them any-
thinge |

~

In records to relicion, “mnt less" said thet the aleves
wTo not told about hesvenj they were told to Lomey theiy mesters: und
nistrosses and of the demmation which awaited them m'aammm.

After slavery the Hart femily moved $o Gsergia where Della
(o7 into womnnheed and at an early age married Caled Bess by vhem
e hod two children, After the deeth of Bess, about fifteen years age,

"t Ness” moved to Fort Piexrce, fhrtda. Mile therw she married

2490
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Lomny Filyard whe brought her to Titusvills where she now resides, &
»alie of bygne dayse (8)
Teylor Sers

Taylor Cilbert wee bom in Shellman, Msh. o1 yeers age,
of a colored mother and & white futher, "which is why I am ® wh&t"',v
Le addse He hos never beeu knewn to have passel for white, hewever,
in spite of the fach that he could do 80 without dotection. David
Ferpuson bought Jeced Cilbert frem Dre Gilbert as @ husbemd for Emily,
Taylor's mother. Exily hed nine childvem, $wo by a white men, Frances
end faylar, and seven by Jaood, only three of whom mibry rewmbers-——
- Jettie, fena, and imniee Two of these ohiliren were semt to sehool

vhile the others wers obligsd o woxk on the plantation, Hmily, the’
“other, Tos the cook mnd washwman while Jaced vas the butler,

Gilnart, e gpod sized 1ad when slavery was at its height,
eeclls vividly the oruel lashings and pther punishments meted out %o
tInmax gho dlsobeyed thelir master or dtempted to Tan awmay. It wes
i oeueton of slnves who wished to go from one plantatien to anether
59 ey passes in case they ‘were stopped as suspected miuwi- Fre-
2omly slaves would vielt without bemefiy of pacses, and as result
Mne uffered severe terturings Often the sons of t& slaves® omers
™7 o "meger Mnting® and nething~— mS even mrder was too herrie
ble 2or them to d to slaws canght without possese They justified

2.1t
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their fiendish sots by saying the "migger tried $o mun away when told

to etoPe

Gilbert cammpt rememder when he came to Florids, but he
oleims that it mianyym age like the majerity of Negroes after
glsvery, he became s farmer which scoupation he still pursues, He |
mrried once ut "my wife pet to messint mmm with another man s I
gont her home to her mether,® He can be found in Mimms, Florida, vhere
he may be seen daily hebbling around on his ocans, '(4‘)
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PATIENCE CAMPBELL

Patience Campbell, blind for 26 years, was born in
Jackson County, near Marianna, Florida about 1883, on a farm
of George Bullock, Her mother éempy, belonged to Bullock, while
her father Arnold Merritt, belonged to Edward Merritt, a large
plantation owner, According to Patience, her mother's owner was
very kind, her father's very cruel., Bullock had very few slaves, .
but Merritt had a great many of them, not a few of whom he so0ld
at the slave markets.

Patience spent mbst of her time playing in the sand when
she was a child, while her parents toiled in tHe fields for their
respective owners. Her grandparenée on her mother's side belonged
tc Bullock, but of her father's peopie she knew nothing as "they
didn't come to this country," When asked where they lived,éhe re-
Plied "in South Carolina."

Since she lived with her mother, Patience fared much
2¢tter than had she lived with her father. Her main foods included
‘etls, creens, rice, corn bread which was replaced by biscuite on

Sun QR N .
w7 morning, Coffee was made from parched corn or meal and was

ﬁl"e o s N .
cilief drink, The food was cooked in large iron pote and pans in
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an open fireplace and seasoned with salt obtained by eva.pdra,ting

¥

gea water.,
Water for all purposes was drawn from & well, In

order to get soap to wash with, the cook would -sa.ve all the grease

left from the cooking. Lyé was obtained by mixing oak ashes with

water and allowing them to decay: Tubs were made from large barrel_é.
When she was about seven or eight, Patience assisted

other children about her age and older in picking out cotton seeds

from the picked cotton. After the 6ébtton was weighed on improved

/
ecales, it was bound in bags made of hemp.

Spinning and weaving were taught Patience when she
was about ten. Although the cloth and thread were dyed ve.riqus
cclors, she knows only how blue was obtained by allowing the indigo
plant to rot in water and straining the result,

Patience's father was not only a capabﬂle field worker
out 2180 a finished shoemaker, After tanning and curing his hides
oy placing them in water with oak bark for several days and. then ex=
Pesing them t0 the sun to dry, he would cut out the uppers and the
S0les after measuring the foot to be shod. There would be an inside
%0ie a3 well as an outside sole tacked together by means of amali
“acks made of maple wood. Sewing was done on the shoes by means of |
Tlux thread,

Patience remembers saving the feathers from all the

Towl o
UWi t¢ make feather beds. She doesn't remember when women stopped



Slave Interview Page 3 B 60
James Johnson FEC ‘ )
Monticello, Florida : .

wearing hoops in their skirts nor when bed springs replaced
bed ropes. She does remember,however, that these things were used.
She saw her first windmill at;op.t 36 years aﬁgo, ten years before
she went blind., She remembers seeing buggies during slavery time,
little light carriages, some with two wheels and some with four.
She never heard of any money called "shin-plasters,® and she be-
came money.conscious during the war when Conféderat_e currency was
introduced. When the slaves were sick, they were given castor 611,
turpentine and medicines made from various roots and herbs.
Patience's master joined the confederacy, but her
father's master did not.’Although Negroes could enlist in the
Southern army if they desired,} none of them wished to do so but.
preferred to join northern forces and fight for the thing they de-
sired most, frecdom. When freedom was no longer & dream, but a re-
allyy, the Merritts started life on their own as farmers. Twelve -
yvear old Patience enterec} one of the schoolls established by the
Freedmen's Bureau, She recalls the gradual growth of Negro settle-
ments, the churches and the rise and fall of the Negroes “politi'ca.lly.'
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The 1life of Florida Claytor is interesting in that
it illustrates the miacegenétion.prevalent during the days of
slavery. Interesting also is the fact that Florida was not a
slave even though she was & product of those turbulent days.
Many vears before her birth- March 1, 1854~ Florida's great
grandfather, a white man, came to Tallahassee, Floridsa from
Washington, District of Columbia, with his children whom he had
by his Negro slave., On coming tb Florida, he set all of his child-
ren free except one boy, Amos, who was sold to a Major Ward. For
What reason this was done, no one knew. Floridas, named for the state
in which she was born, was one of seven oh;ldren born to Charlotte
Yorris(colored) whose father was a white man and David Clayton(wuite).

Florida, in a retrogressive mood, can recall the "nigger

wnters® and "nigger stealers” of her childhood days. Mr. Nimrod and
ir. Shehee, both white, specialized in catching runaway slaves with
their trained bloodhounds. Her parents always waljned her and her -
brothars and sisters to g0 in someone's yard whenever they saw these
2en with their dogs lest the ferooiqua animals tear them to piecés.

1 regards to the *nigger stealers," Florida tells of & covered wagon
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whioch used to come to Tallahassee at regular intervals and
camp in some secluded spot. The children, attracted by the
old wagon, would be eager to go near it, but they were always
told that "Dry Head and Bloody Bones," a ghost who didn't like
children, was in that wagon. It was not until later years that -
Florida and the other children learned that the driver of the
wagon was & "nigger stealer"™ who stole children and took them
to Geoigia to sell at the slave markets.,

When she was 11 years old, Florida saw the
surrender of Tallahassee to the Yankees. Three years later she

came to Jacksonville to live with her sister. She married but is

now divorced after 13 years of marriage,

Three years ago she entered tha 0ld Folks Home
at 1637 Franklin Street to live.
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"Father® Charles Coates

M}

“Father Chafleg Coateé, as he is called by all who

65

know him, was born a slave, 108 years ago at Richmond, Virginia,

on the plantation of & man named L'Angle. His early boyhood
days was spent on the L'Angle place filled wiﬁh duties such
ag minding hogs, cows, bringing in wood and such light work,
His wearing apparel consisted of one garment, a shirt made to
reach below the knees énd with three.quarter aleeves, He wore
ne shoes until he was a man past 30 years of age.

The single garment was worhk summer and winter alike
and the change in the weather did not cause én extra amount

of clothes to be furnished for the slaves. They were required

to rove about so fast at work that the heat from the body we.s

tuificient to keep them warm.

When Charles was still a young man Mr., L'Angle sold. -
?

Gin on time payment to W.B. Hall} who several years before the
“1vil Yar moved from Richmond to Washington County, Georgia,
°8iying 135 grown slaves and many children. Mr, Hall made

Charleg nig carriage driver, which kept him from hard labor,

Osler glaves on .the plahtation performed such duties as rail
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splitting, digging up trees by the roots and other hard work.
Charles Ooétes remembers vividly the cruelties
practiced on the Hall plantation. His’duty was to see that all
the slaves reported to work on time., The bell was rung at 5:30
a.m, by one of thelglayggi{éharles had the ringing of the bell
for three yvears; this was in aqgition to the carriage driving.
He tells with laughter how the slaves would "grab a piece of
neat and bread and run to the field" as no time was allowed to
sit and eat breakfast. This was & very différent way from that

of the master he had before, as Mr. L'Angle was much better to
his slaveé.
Mr, Hall was different in many ways from Mr,

L'hngle, "He was always pretending® says Charles that he did
not want his slaves beaten unmercifully. Charles being close
to Mr, Hall during work hours had opportunity to see and hear
mwuch about what was going on at the plantation. And he believes
that Mr. Hali knew just how the overseer dealt with the slaves.

On the Hall plantation there was a contraption, similai
10 & gallows, where the slaves were suspended and whipped., At the
tor of this device were blocks of wood with chains run through
“oles and high enough that a slave when tied to the chains by his
fincers would barely touch the ground with his toes. This was done

80 that the slave could not shout or twist his body while being

*hirped, The whipp%géarae prolinged until the body of the slave
Lye?

"es covered with whekps and blood trickled down his naked body.
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Women were treated in the same manner, and a pregnant. woman
received no more leniency fhan did a man, Very often after a
severe flogging a slave's body was treated to a bath of water
containing salt and pepper so that the pain would be more lasting
and aggravated. The whipping was done with sticks and-a whip
called the "cat o' nine tails,® meaning every lick meant nine.
The "cat o! nine tails" was a whip of nine strapse attached to a
stick; the straps were perforated so that everywhere the hole in
the strap fell on the flesh a blister was left,

The treatment given by the overseer ﬁae very
texrrifying., He relates how a slave was put in a room and locfed
up for two and, three days at a time without water or food, because
the overseer thought he hadn't done enough;woik in a given time,

Another offense which brought forth severe punisgh-
ment was that of crossing the road to another.plantaficn. A whiP-
Ping was given and very often a slave was put on atarvation.for
a few days,

One prizilege given siaves'on the plantation was
@lprecizted by all and that was the opportunity to hear the word
of God, The white people gathered in log and sometimes frame
Churches and the slaves were permitted to sit about the church

. e
‘ard on wegons and on the ground and listem to the preaching. When

the slaveg wanted to hold church they had to get special permission

f . (&Y - r'S -
TOr the nmaster, and at that time a slave hut was used. A white

Prescher was called in and he would preach to them not to steal,
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lie or run away and "be sure and git all dem weeds outen dat
corn in de field and your master will think a hegp of you."
Charles does not remember anything else the preachét t0ld them
about God. They learned wore about God when they sat outside .the
church waiting to drive their masters and family back home.

Charles relates anlincident of s slave named Sambo
who thought himself very smart and who courted the favor of the
master, The neighboring slaves screamed so loudly while being
whipped that Sambo told his master that he knew how to make a
contraption which, if a slave was put into whize being whipped
wculd prevent him from making'a noise. The device was made of two
blocks of wood cut to fit the head and could be fastened around
the neck tightly. When the head was put inljhe upper and lower parts
were clamped together around the neck so that the slave could not ,
scream, The same effect as choking. The stomach of the victim waé
Placed over a barrel which allowed freedom of movement, When the
lash was administered and the slave wiggled, the barrel moved.

Now it so happened tHat Sambo was the first to be
put into his own invention for a whipping. The overseer applied
the lash rather heavily and Sambo was compelled to wiggle his body
to religve his feelings. In wiggling the barrél under his stomach
rolled a bit straining Sambo's neck and breaking it. After Sambo
died from his neck being broken the master discontinued the use

of the device, as he saw the loss of property in the death of slaves.,
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Charles was still a carriage driver when freedom
came. He had opportunity to see and hear many things about
the master's private life, ﬁhen the news of the advance of the
Union Army came, Mr. Hall carried his money t0 a secluded spot
and buried it in an iron pot so that the soldiers who_were con=-
fiscating all the property and money they could, woﬁld not get
his money. The slave owners were required to notify the siaves
that they were free so Mr, Hall sent his son Sherard to thé cabins
t0 notify all the slaves to come into his presence and there he
had his son to tell them that they were iggg;gfhe Union soldiers
took much of the slave owners' property and gave to the slaves
telling them that if the owners! took the property back to write
and tell them about it; the owners only laughed because they knew
the slaves could not read ﬁor write., After the soldiers had gone
)'the timid and scared slaves gave up most of the land; some few
however, fenced in & bit of land while the soldiers remained in
the vicinity and they managed to keep & little of the land.
| Many c¢f the slaves remined with the owners. There
they worked for small montply wages and took whatever was left of
cast off clothing and food and whatever the "old missus" gave them.
A pair of old pants of the master was highly prized by them.

Charles Coates was glad to be free., He had been well

'taken care of and looked younger than 37'yeara of age at. the cloee

of slavery. He had not been married; had been put upon the block
twice to be sold after belonging to Mr. Hall., Each time he was
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offered for sale, his master wanted sq‘much for him, and- re-
fusing to sell him on time payments, he was alwﬁys left on
his master's hands. His master said "being tall, healthy and
robust, he was well worth much mone&.“

After slavery, Char les was rated as a good wbrker.
He at once began working and saving his money and in a shorf
time he had accumulated "around $300."

The first sight:of a certain young woman caused
him to fall in love. He eayé the love was mututal and after
a courtshdp of three weeks they ﬁere married. The girl's mother
know that she had consumption. Within three daygfafter they were
married she died and her death caused much grieé/for Charles.

He was reluctant to bury her and wanted to continue
to stand and loouk at ber faocoe. A white doctor and a school teachgr
whose names he does not remember, told him to put his wife's
body in alcoholktp preserve it and he could look at it all the -
time. At that time white people w:0 had plenty of mpney and wanted
to see the faces of their deceased used this method.

A glass casket was used and the dressed body of the
deceased was placed in alcohol inside the casket. Another casket
made of wood held the glass casket and the whole was placed in &
vault made of stone or brick. The walls of the vault were left

about four feet above the ground and s window and ledge were
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placed in front, so when the @sket was placed inside of the
vault the bereaved co 1d lean upon the ledge and look in at
the face of the deceased. The wooden casket was provided with
a glass top part of the way so that'fhe face could easily be
seen, - | |

Although tie process of preserving the body in
alcohol cos% $160, Charles did not regret the expense saying,
*I had plenty~of money at that time." s

After the death of his wife, Charles left with
his mother and father, Henrietta and Spencer Coates and.wentyh
Savanngh, Georgis. He said they were so glad to go, that they
walked to within 30 miles of Savannah, when they say a man driving
é horse and wagon who picked them up'and carried them into Sa-
vannah, It was in that city that he met pis present wife, Irene,
and they were married about 18786,

There are nine grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children living and in March of 1936, when a party was given in
honor of Father Coates! 1osth birthday, one of each of the four
generations of his'family were present,

The party was given at the Clara White Mission, 615
West Ashley Street by Ertha M.M. White, Father Coates and his
wife were very much honored and each spoke encouraging words to
those present. an the occasion he said that the cause for his
long life was due to 11ving close to nature, rieing early, going
to bed early and not disq*pating in any way.{He can®"shout”(jumping

T

A
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about a foot and a half from the»floor and knocking his heels
together.) He does chores about his yard; looks years younger
“%5;5 he really is and enjoys good health, Hié.héir is partly

wnite; his memory very good and his chief delieght is talking
about God and his goodness, He has ﬁreaohed the gospél in ‘his
humble way for a number of years, thereby gaining the name of

"Fathe: " Coates.
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Irene Coates

Immediately after-alavery in the United States, the
soufhern white people found themselves without servants. women.
who were acéustomed to having a nurse, maid, dook and laundress
found themselves without sufficient money to pay wages to all
theee. There was a great amount of work to de done and the greaf
problem confronting married women who had not been taught to work
and who thought it beneath their standing td goil their hands,
found it very difficult.

_ There were on the other hand many Negro women who
needed work and young girls who needed guidance and triining,

The home ana guidance 0f the aristooratic white
people offered the best opportunity for the dependent un-schooled
freed women; and it was in this kind of home that.the ex-slave
child of this story was reared.

Irene Coates of 2015 Windle Street, Jacksonville, |
Fiorida, was born in Georgia about 1859. She was close to six
years of aée when freedom was declared,

She was one among the many Negro children who had
the advantage of living under the direct supervision of kind whites .

-
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and receiving the care which could only be excelled by an ed-
ucated mother.

Jimmis and Lou Bedell were the names of the man
and wife who saw the nted of having a Negro girl come into
their home as one in thé family and at the same time be aésured
of a good and efficient servant in years to come.

| When Irene was.old enough, she became the nurse
of the Bedell baby and when the family left Savannah, Georgia
to come to Jacksonville, they brought Irene with them.

Although Irene was just about six years old when
the Civil War ended, she has vivid recollection of happenings
during slavery. Some of the incidents which happened were told
her by herAalave associates after slavery ended and some of them
she remembers herself.

Two incidenté which she considers caused respec? for
slaves by their masters and finally the Emancipation by Abraham
Lincoln she tells in this order. |

The first event tells of a young, strong healthy
Negro woman who knew her wo;k and did it well." She would gréb
up two bags of guana(fertilizer) and tote 'em at one time," said
Irene, and was never found shirking her work, The overseer on the
plantation, was very hard on the slaves and practiced striking
them across the back with a whip when he wanted to spur them on

t0 do more work,
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Irene says, one day a crowd of women were hoeing in

the fiéld and the oversser rode along and struck one of the women
adross the back with the whip, and the one nearest her spoke and |
seaid that if he ever struck her like that, it would be the day he
or- she would die. The overseer heard the remark and the first op-
portunity he got, he rode by the woman and struck her with the
whip and started to ride on, The woman was hoeing at the time, she
whirled around, struck the overseer on his head with the hoe, knock-
ing him from his horse, she then pounced upon hfgtand chopped his
head off, She went mad for a few seconds and proceeded to chop and
mutilate his body; that done to her satisfaction, she then killed
his'horse. She then calmly went'to tell the master of the murder,
saying "I've done killed deloverseer." the master repliedr'Do you
mean to say you've killed the overseér?' she answeréd yes,, and that
she had‘killéd the horse also., Without hesitating, the master point-
ing to one of his small cabins on the plantation said- *You see that
house over there?" she answered yes- at the same timé looking~- 'Weil
said he, take'all your belongings and move into that house and you
are frée from this day and if the mistress wants you to do anything
for her, do it if you want to." Irene related with much wafmth the
effect that incident had upon the future treatment of the slaves,

The other incident occured in Virginié. It was upou an

occasion when Mrs. Abraham Lincoln was visiting in Richmond. A woman

slaveowmner had one of her slaves whipped in the presence of Mrs. Lin-
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coln., It was easily noticed that the woman was an expectant
mother., Mrs. Lincoln was horrified at the situation and expressed
herself as being so, saying that shevﬂas going to tell the Pres~
ident as soon as she returned to the White House. Whether this
éﬁcident had any bearing upon Mr., Lincoln's actions or not, those
slaves who were present and Irene says that they all believed it_
to be the beginning of the President's activities to end slavery,
Besides these incidents, Irene remembers that women
who were nbt strong and robust were given such work as sewing,
weaving and minding babies. The cloth from whioﬁ the Sunday clothes

of the slaves was made was called ausenbggg;and the elave women

wers very proud of this, The older women wéie‘required to do most
of the weaving of cloth and making shirts for the male slave;.

Whenan old woman wh$ had been sick, regained her
strength, she was sent to‘the fields the same as the younger 6nea.
The ones who could cook and tickle the palates of her mistress and
master were highly prized and were seldon if ever offered for sale
at the auction block,

The slaves were given fat meat and bread made of
husk of corn and wheat. This caused them to steal food and when
céught they were severely whipped,

Irene recails the practice of blowing a hofn whenever

a sudden rain came, The overseer had a certain Negro to blow three

times and if shelter could be found, the slaves were expected to
seek it until the rain ceased.
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The master had sheda built at intervals on the plantation.
These accomodated a goodly number; if no shed was available the
slaves stodd under trees. If neither was handy and the slaves
got wet, they could not go to the cabins to change clothes for
fear of losing time from work. This was often tpe case; she says
that slaves were more neglected tha?ythe cattle,

Another custom which impressed the childpmind'of Irene
was the tieing of slaves by their thumbs to a tree limb and whipping
them. Women and young girls were treated the same as were men,

After the Bedells took Irene to live‘in their home they
traveled a deal., After bringing her to Jacksonville, when Jackson-
ville was only & small port, thei then went to Camden County, Georgia,

Irene married while iﬁ Georgia and came back to Jacksonville
South Carolina, about 1888, |

Irene and Charles Coates have lived in Jacksonville since that
time. She relates many taléa of happenings during the time that this
city grew from a town of about four acres to its present status.

Irene is the mother of five children. She has nine grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren.,ﬂer health is falr, but her
eyegight is poor. It is her delight to entertain visitors and is

conversant upon matters pertaining to slavery and reconstruction

days.
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NEIL, COKER

Interesting tales of the chaniea that came to the
section of Florida that 1s situated slong the “utnammﬁlay
County lines are told by Nell Gaker; old former slave who
lives two miles aauth af YoRge, on the road Gran&ing

Coker is the son of a slaw mother aqﬁ a halfNegro,
“ig g@thar, he states, was Senator John ¥all, who held s seat
in &é@‘%enate for sixteen yeors, K@‘#as'born in Virginia, and
| reaeivea his family neme from an old family bearing the same
ﬁaga in that state, 'He was born, ae aenrly 28 he can r@akmbar
abéaa'lss?. |

},

' One dfkeaker*svriraz r@miniaéaneea is of the road
on waich he 8411 lives, Durin his childhood it was known
a@ the. 'Bellamy Road,? 80 ©:1led bﬁeu&ﬁﬁ zt was built, some
132 years ago, ty a men of that nams whg haiiwd from West = |
:?1arﬁéa@

The 'Bellamy Road'! was at one time the main route of

26708
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trafflc between Tallahassee and S8t, Augustine, (Interest.
ingly enough, the roacé 1is ai least 30 mlles southwest of

at. Aﬁgustine where 1t passaé through Grandin; the reagon
for cutting it in such .a wide cirele, Coker says was becouse

of the ferocity of the Seminoles in the swamps north and west

of 8t, Augustine,

Wagons, carriages and gstages passed aloﬁg thig road
in the days before the War Between the States, Coker says, -
In addltion to these he claims to hsve seen many travellers
by foot, and not infrcguently furtive escoaped slives, the
latter.ueuallﬁ under cover of an appropriate backgrﬁundhor

dariness,

The road agailn czme into considerable use during
the late days of the War, It was during thece days that the
Fooernl troope, both whltes and Negroes, passel. in seemingly
endlees procession on thelr-.-way ﬁo or from encounters, On one
occasisn the former slave recounts having seen a rrocessinn of
soldiers ihat took nearly two)days to pess} they travelled on

horse and afoot,

Several amusin: incldente are related by the ex-
slave of the events of thls period, Dozens of the Neygro

Gﬁlﬁiérs,.he says, dlscarded thelr uniformg for the goudier
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clothing that.had be1onged to their masters in former agya,
and could be ldentifled ns soldlers as they passed only with
difficulty,. Oihars would pause on their briﬁ at some plantatlon,
nsocertain the name of the 'meanest! oversecer on the place,
then tle him inokward on a horse and force him to acedmpany
them, Particularly retributive were the punishments visited
unon Messrs, Mays 2nd Provatt -- generally recoginzed as the

roet vicious sl~ve drivers of the section,

Bellamy, Coker says built‘the'éoaé with alavajlaber
and 78 an 1nvestment,'raalizing mach money on tolle on 1t for
many‘years‘ .A remarkable Feature of the road 1g that despite
1te age’and the fact that County authorities have parmitted ita
tarmer—good grading to deterierate o an Blﬂﬁﬁﬁ#iﬂpﬁﬁﬁﬁ%l@ gand.
nt some se&aovs, there is no mlst&kin@ th@ fﬂGt that thie w“a

orce & major_thcrmughtara,

The région that siretches from Creen Cove Springs
in the'ﬁorthéaét rle Grahdxn in the Southwest, the former aiafe
claims, was once dotted with lakes, eraeks,'ana evahka river;
few of the lnkes and none of the other bodies atill exist,

howe ver,

Among the mor'e notable of the bodies of water was a
stream - he does not now remember 1te name « that ran for abm ¢t
| 20 miles in an eastariy direction from Starke, This stream was
one of the fﬁateat that the former slave oan rumambar having uaan
in Flnrida; its power wos utilized for the turnins of a pﬁutr |
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* mi11 which he telieves ;round oofn or Other gtain, The

falls in the river that turned the water nill, he states, was

st least Tive or six gaot high, and ah'oné point under the Falls
a man named (or possitly niciinamed) *Yankee® opamtéa a ga%we
mill, Coker belleves that this mill, too, derived ite rower
fron the 1little stream, He says that the etream has bean
extinot since he reached manhood, It ended in 'Serudb ¥ond,*
beyond Grandin and Starke, | i

Some of the names of the 016 1akea af~tha~oect1on '

| were these! "IBrooklyn Lake; Magnolia Laka; sal&ier'?and (near
Feystone); Half«oon Pond, near Putnam Hall. chk!a Lake* amd
'ethers. On one ot them wna the laraa gr&st mill of Dr, Hb&rayg
Coker su@sests thmt this nlght be- tha origin of the town at Kbﬂma

ci tne rregent neriﬁd.

To ndd to ite natural water facilities, Coker points
out, Predford Oounty also hed a can;l, Tis canal fan;fynm the
interior of the county to the st, thn‘évﬁiv&r neny nreeh Cove
Springs, and with Mand&iin on the.ather aide cflzhe riber still
| a mmjer Bhipﬂln& paint the canal handleé much af the eemmeree
of Bradferd and Cl&y Ooan*ies. |

COker raealla*viviaxy the Indians of the area in ﬁhc
days before 1870, These, ha claims to have been trienﬂly; bﬁt
reserved, fellows; he does net reuall any ‘of the Indiaaawﬁaan,

Nezro slaves rram the rezlon around St. Au@nstinc
and what 1s now Hagtings uged to escape anﬁ use aeilaﬂv’t ﬂoaﬁ
on their way to the arua abaut H&aanagy. It wan aapjjv;”_w;
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equivalent to ireedom to rasch that sectlon, with 1ts friendly

Indians and impenetratle forests and swamms,

The little town of !l'elrose nrobably had the most
unusual neme of all the sirange ones prevalent at the time, It
wrs @alled, very simply, "Shake-Rais," Coker nakes no erfort to

ex-.aln Lhe aprclatl n,
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!bung\ﬁinaton Davis at&tés that he was born in
Ogurk, Aleboma, June 28, 1855 on the planzatxan of Charles
Davis who owned about seven hnnﬁred slaves and wap eens&deru& '
ery waalthy. K‘nﬁness ané canaiaeratlon for his siavaa, maém»"

them love him,

Rsvereaﬂ Davis wns rathpr young during hzh'years in
slavery bu; when he was éaked(te tell something about thé-days
of slavery, replled: "I r&aﬁéﬁer many things abouﬁ ﬂlavefy, »
.but “now they wxil not come to me- now} anvway, 1*11 tall what
T con think of, |

. S )

Pa tells of the use of xran pots, rirepl&nes with roda
uged Lo hslﬁ the pots above the fire for oeeking peas, r&ﬁ!,
.vegetamlvs meata, ats*; the haasuwaﬁa eorree from meal, apriag
and well water, tanning eawhlde for 1aather, spinning of thread
fron cotton end the waaving leuas. o

“There was mo difference,® he states, "in the tv&atmnnt_.;'
ot men ana wam¢n~rar ua!k, ny parsnta uarsna vurv h&rﬂ.aaa.wmmqn
414 some .ma that we would mm& them syesy for trying
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my mother helped build a m1road before she was married o

‘my father, My mother's first huetand was sold away from hers
ghuociks, some of the musters dlan't care how they treated huee
‘tands, wxvea, parents and childreng arxy of them might e aepsm- '
ted from the other, A good price for a! nigmr’ vas %1500 on

down and Af one was what was chlled a stallion (realthy), able
t0 gt plenty children he would ring about !58500;

-~

|  "They had whet was called legal money - I'did have
some of it tut guess it wes turned when I lost my house by fire

a fow years &g0.
I

*fow, my master had three hoya and two girls; his
wife, Flisabeth, was aout like the oﬁln&xv missus} Nasw
‘Davis was good, but poaiuvs' he 4ién't allw abher wh!.tea 0
both-r hig slaves, T

"i»men the war came, his two boys went first, timlh
* nster Davia went; he and one son never returned,

“The Iamnkees kllled cows, eto,, as they went along but
did not destiroy any vroperty ‘round where I was,

*We hed preachefs ard doctors, but no schoolsj the white .
preachers told us to dbey and would read the Bible (whioh we éoul’d]
not uné.e:'sté;nd) and told us nots to "_svt.éal egss, Most of the dootors
used herbe %‘mm t.he woods rzm *Aunt Jé.ne" and *Uncle Bob* were |
known for using "Samgon's Snake Root,® "Devil's a&o&atﬂﬂe‘ tor
stonach troubles and "lowebud !ﬁyrtle' :ar fewra; that's good now,
ahale, 1g m ean get 1%, -
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* The 'niggev' didn't have a ohnwa to git in ponm

during slavery, mt art.er Emamimuon he vent. immedintely lnto
the Rerubliéan Farty; o rew into the Dmcmtie Paﬂy*' there

were many ot.her parties,” too,

3

“T?;e religions were Mothodiet and Bapuit; my master
8 Paptist and that's what I am} we could at.éend church but |
¢are not try to get any education, lees we punished with straps,

&

"There are many thincs I remember Just like it was'
vegterday - the e'.,.erserai pﬁnxahmem wag with st;fapt - gome of the
alrves su'%‘“temd te&itﬂ.y dn “the plant.atmm' /' it :a‘m msteb aﬁa
poor ~nd ha& Lovw almea he was mean - the more wealthy m" mors:
‘slaves he had, t,he ’better he ims. In some Casen u, was the
peneral law ‘that made aome of the masters s they were; as, the
low required them to hefve an overseer or foz*em&t;‘(h-e was called
"hogs man®} by the 'niggerstand usually oame from the lower or
pcorer classes of whites; he didn’ t-ﬁu-k_e'-'g}‘.gg,ez‘if usually, and
took authority to do as iw pleaaéd with ?me at tim, Some
plantatione preferred and did have 'nicger riders! that were.
next to the overseer or feremén, tut thay were liked bet.‘;er than
the z@reme.n znd in many '1hat5naeg wore treated like fa:‘mn tut
the law would not et them'be called *foremen,* Some of the
nroters stood between the *niggwer mmra' and farmn and some

crges, the ‘l'iiu er'ms z*e:ally bess.

"The :mnlahmmts, as I gatd wers amel » some masters
wonld haag tha slaves up by both thumbe 80 that t&mir toes mﬁt
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touched the floor, imgen and nen, alike, Many sloves ran

away;- others were i’orécd by their mamnt to 4o all kiid;

of mean things, Some slaves would d&g deep holea along the,
route of the "Fatrollers® and.their hmoa would fall in uomc-
‘timcs breaking the leg of the horse, avm or le§ of the raer;
goms slaves took advantage of the proteotion t.hes.r mosters .
would :ive them with the overseer or other wlanm*ian mmon,
.wgﬁlé do their devilment and 'ny" 0 thelir masters who d1¢

not allow & man from anothep '-plaﬁtéu‘bion to dbother his aiéive}a.' e
I have known pregna.nt, women to go ten milea to haln a0 some
devilment, My mother wos & very amrg wonzn (ae b told you m ‘
helpea build a m1mad), and rqu t.hat. she eoula wup m ﬁm’dm
man, would not zet a panpan unloss she talt. uk,e S.t; onoe when
caucht g another plantation w&thmt a pasnport ahe had all of
us with her, made 211 of the children run, at wouldzz’t. mn hé:‘-»
gelf - eomehow she went upstream, one 51 the- ma' %‘ 3"@‘
wns broken and she told him "eom and get me® but she km ‘the

master allowsd no one to come on ks place to punxsh his slaves,

"My father was a tleokemith and made the chalng used
for stoc.fr.s, (1ixe han nﬁcntrz) uaed on lega and hands, T:ze slaves
were forced to lay flat on their backs and were a.;gmed dwzi to
the board made for tpha‘dpnz'pose:ﬁ they were léft ﬁﬁsz"e 'far‘ houps, L |
ameti%a thmugh mm and coldj he. mz.»}xt 'hellsr' and g;man t -
t at 41é not &lma gat him relemea.

fThe Ra@a bmm badly ad,zxgd then; some Negro woren
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were forced into associction, some were-benten nlmost to death

because they refused, The Ne.rc men dore not bother or even

arealr Lo gome ef thelr wonen,

*In one 1'sﬁance an owner of a plantation threatened a
Merro rider's swe@t}mam; ghe told him and he x;;'ent. oryin: to this
ovnor who in turned threatene” him 2nd probably did hit the womans
straisht 4o his mrgter this sweethenrt went an’ when he finighed
ale story, is nester lumedlately took his team and drove to the
ol 2 plantntion « drove go =gt thet one of his horses'! dropped
de&d; wien the owner came cut he levelled “1s double=barrel chote
;un at 2im o ond ghot hilr dead, Yo, suh; some mnaters 41¢ not nllow
Fou o Lother thiler slaves,

"A pecullar cace wag that of Cld Jim who lived on another
/

rlantation was left te loo™ out for the fires ~nc¢ do oth:r chores

~roond the nhouse while 'morst r' was at war, A bnd ruror spread,

ﬁna(do‘you know those mean devils, ov-rseers of nearby plantations

came cut and ot ler cdug 2 deep hole, and despite lier gries,

biuried Ter up to her ncol = ﬂgﬁﬁin& was left out tut her head and
)

“alr, A& crewd of youns Ynioper boys' saw 1t 2ll and I was one

amons the crows Wt helred dlg her cut,

there's ~ lote more I hinow but Just cont get it
to ether, My mother's nome wea Coroline ané my fnther Fatrick;

Ty
L

all took the name of D vis from our masier, here were thirteen

children - I »m the orly one nlive,"

r, Davis appears well preserved for iis ae} he hns
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moet or hu teeth and 18- sla.gbuy Zrayf zm huuh soems %0

be good, althou@a he 18 a oripple and uges a cane tw mlking
always} ‘chis conditi-n he helwvea is the let of an atﬁa@k

of rheumauam.

' Me 18 a preacher anﬁ hags pastored in Alabama, Texas
and Florida, He hag had several yesrs of training 1in w“?li&
schools and ander ministers. | ‘

| Pe has 11%& n Ja«,kmnvillt since 1318 eomz.ngg mz'o

from ﬁ’ayemas, Georgia,

He aaa marx*iad for the ﬁm% aﬁﬁ only Mm @nﬂm Mti .'
65-years of 1ife to ¥re, L&zz:la P, Brown, ﬁavemmr 19, 1938,
There are no childrén, . }?ﬁt no reason :nr remming nmg:.a,
but is reagon rw parey ing wag *to M.w eorzae lady the wivu@@a
and see how 1t feels to Le called hnsb&nﬂ, |
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DoUslaes Dorsey

In South Jacksonville, on the Spring Glen Road lives
Douglas Dorsey, an ex-slave, born in Suwannee County, Florida
in 1851, fourteen years prior to fceedbm. His parents Charlie
and Anna Dorsey were natives of Maryland and free pgople. In
those days, Dorsey relates there were peopié;known as "Nigger
Traders" who used any subterfuge to catch Negroes and sell them
into slavery. Therezwas one Jeff Da#is who was known as & pro-
fessional "Nigger Trader," his slave boalt docked in the slip
at Maryland aﬁd Jeff Davis and his henchmen went out looking for
their victims, Unfortunately, his mother Anna and his father
were caught one night and were bound and gagged and taken to
Jeff Davis' boat which was waiting in the harbor, and there they
were put into stocks. The boat stayed in port un;il it was load-
ed with Negroes, then salled for Flarida where Davis disposed of
his human cargo, |

Douglas Dordey's parents were sold to Colonel

Louis Matair, who had a large plantation that was cuitivated by

85 slavea. Colonel Matair's house was of the pretentious southern
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colonial ﬁype which was quite prevalent during that period.
The colonel had won his title because of his participation
in the Indian War in Florida. He was the typical wealthy
éouthern genfleman, and'waslvery kind to his slaves., His
wife, however was just the opposite. She was exceedingly mean
and could easily be termed a tyrant,

- There were several children in the Matair family
and their»home-and_plantation were located in Suwannee -County,
Florida., |

Douglas! parents were'aesigned to their tasks, his
mother was house-maid and his father was the mechanic, having
learned this trade in Maryland as a free man. Charlie and Anna
had several children and Douglas was among them. When he became
large enough he was kept in the ﬁatgir home to build fires, as-
sist in serving meals and other chores.

Mrs, Matalr being a very cruel woman, would whip the
slaves herself for any misdemeanor., Dorsey recalls an inciden{
that is hard to obliterate from his mind, it is as follows:
Dorsey's mother was called by Mrs. Matair, not hedring her, she
continued with her duties, suddenly Mrs. Matair burst out in a
frenzy of anger over the woman not ansWeriﬁg. Anna explained
that she did not hear hexr call, thereupon Mrs, Matair seized a
large butcher knife and struck at Anna, attempting to ward off the
blow, Anna received a long gash on the arm that iaid her up for
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for some time. Young Douglas was a witness to this brutal

treatment of his mother and he at that moment made up his mind

to kill his mistress. He intended to put strychnine that was used
to kill rates into her coffee that he usually served her. Fortunate-
ly freedom came and saved him of this act which would have resulted
in his death.

He relates another incident in regard to his mis-
tress as follows: To his mother gnd father was born a little baby
boy, whose complexion was rather light. Mrs. Matair at once began
accusing Colonel Matair as being the father of the‘child.'Naturally
the colonel denied, but Mrs. Matair kept harassing him about it un-
t1l he finally agreed tc his wife!s desire and sold the child. It
was taken from its mother's breast at the age of eight months and
auctioned off on the first day of January to the highest bidder.
The child was bought by a Captain Ross and taken across the Suwannee
River into Hamilton County. Twenty years later he was located by
his family, he was a grown man, married and farming.

Young Douglad had the task each morning of carrying
the Matair children's books to school, Willie, a boy pf eight would
teach Douglas what he learned in school, finally Douglas learnéd
the alphabet and numbers. In some way Mrs. Matair learned that
Douglas was learning to read and write. One morning after breakfast
she called her son Willie to the dining room where she was seated

and then sent for Douglas to come there too. She then took a quill
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pen the kind used at that time, and began writing the alphabet
a~d numerals as far as ten. Holding the paper up to Douglas, she
asked him if he knew what they were; he proudly an;wered in the
affirmative, not suspecting anything. She then asked him to name
the letters and numerals, which he did, she then aske@ him to
write them, which he did. When he reached the number ten, wery
proud of his learning, she struck him a heavy blow across the
face, saying to him "If I ever catch you making another figure
anywhere I'll cut off your right arm." Naturally Douglas and
also her son Willie were much surprised as each thought what had
been done was quite an achievement. She then called Mariah, the
cook to bring a rope and tying the two of them to the old colonial
post on the front porch, she took a chair and sat between the two,
whipping them on their naked backs for such a time, that for two
weeks their clothes stuck to theii backs on the lacerated flesh,

To ease the soreness, Willie would steal grease from
the house and together they would élip into the mwmrn and grease
sach other's backs.

As to plantation life, Dorsey said taat the slaves
lived in quarters especially built for them on the plantation,
They would leave for the fields at "sun up" and remain until "sun-
down, " stopping only for a meal which they took along with thep.-

Instead of having an overseer they had what we.s called
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a ndriver" by the name of Januray. His duties were to get the
slaves together in the morning and see that they went to the
fields and assigned them to their tasks. He worked as the othei
slaves, though, he had more priveliges. He wquld sfop work
at any time he pleascd and go arcund to inapéct the work of the
others, and thus rest himself. Most of the orders from the master
were issued to him. The crops consisted of cotton, corn, cane and
peas, which was raised in abundance.
When the slaves left the fieldsy they réturned to

their cavins and after preparing and eating of their evening
meal they gathered around a cabin to sing and moan songs seasoned
with African melody. Then to the tune of aﬁ old fiddle they danced
a dance called the "Green Corn Dance" and "Cut the Pigeon Wing."
Sometimes the young nen on the plantation would slip away to visit
a girl on another plantation. If they were caught by the "Patrols®
while on these visits they would be lashed on the bare backs as a
penalty for this offense.

A whipping post was used for this purpose. As soon
as one slave was whipped, he was given the whip to whip his brother
slave, Very often the lashes would bring blood very soon from the
already lacerated skin, but this did not stop the lashing until one
had received their due number of lashes,

Occasionally the slaves were ordered to church to hear
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a white minister,they were seated in the front pews of the
master's church, while the whites sat in the rear. The minister's
admonition to them to honor their masters and mistresses, and

t0 have no other God but them, as"w%éannot seg&he other God,

but you can see your master and mis;ress." Affer the services

the driver's wife who could read and write a little would tell
them that what the minister said "was all lies."

Douglas says that he will never forget when he was
a lad 14 years of age, when one evening he was told to go and
f'tell the driver to have all the slaves come up to the house;
soon the entire host of about 85 slaves were gathered there all
sitting around on stumps, some standing. The colonel's son was
visibly moved as he told them they were free., Saying they could
go anywhere they wamted to for he had no more to do with them, or
that they could rerain with him and have half of what was raised
on the plantation,

The slaves were happy at this news, as they had hardly
been aware‘that there had been a war going on. None of them accept-
ed t-e offér of the colonel to remain, as they were only too glad
$0 leaver the cruelties of the Matair plantatibn.

Dorsey's father got a job with Judge Carraway of Su-
wannee whefe he worked for one year. He later homesteaded 40 acres

of land that he received from the govermment and began farming.
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Dorsey!s father died in Suwannee County, Florida when Douglas

was & young man and then he and his mother moved to Arlington,

Fiorida. His mother died several years ago at a ripe old age.
Douglas Dorsey, aged but with a clear mind liges

with his daughter in Spring Glen.
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AMBROSE DUUGLASS

In 1861, when he was 1€ years old, Ambrose Hilliard
Douglass was given & sound beating %y his North Carolina.master
because he attempted to refuse the mate that had been given io him -
with the instructions to produce a healthy boy-child by her -- snd
a long crgument on the value of having good, strong, healthy \
children, In 1937, at the age of 92, Ambrose Douglass welcomed

11s 38th child into the world.

'The near-centennarian lives neer Brdoksville, in Hernando
County, on a run-down farm that he no longer attempts to tend now
that most of hig 38 children hove degerted the farm for the more

lucrative employment of the cltiees of the phosphate camps,

Douglass was born free in Detroit in 1845, His parents
returned 3outh to vielt relatives atill in slavery, and were soon
reenslaved themselves, with their chilﬁren’ Ambrose v g one of

these,

\

‘For 2l years he remained in slavery; somelimes at the
plantation of his original msster in North Carolina, sometimeg

in other sections sfter he had been sold to different masters,
"Yazsuh, I been sold a lot of times", the old man states.
"Our m-gter didn't belleve in keeping a house, a horse or a darky

after he had o chance to make some mone y on him, VMostly, though,
: ?

| 26701 B | |
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I was s0ld when I cut up",

*I was s young man', he continues, "and didn't sce

why I should be anybody's slave, I'd run away ev:-ry chance I
got. Sometimes they near killed me, but mostly they Just sold

me, T guess I was pretty husky, at that,"

"They never did get their money's worth out of me, though
I worked as long as they stood over me, then I ran around with the

#als or sneaked off to the woods, Sometimes they used to put

§
dogs on me to get me back,

‘ ®hen they finally s=old me to 2 man up 1n’8uwannee
County -- his name wns Harris -~ I thought it would be the end of
the ﬁorld. We had heard about him all the way up in Vlrgihia.
They s8aid he beat you, starved yoh and tiéd you up when you didn't

work, and killled vou if you ran away,

"But I never had a better master. He never beat me, and
always fed 2ll of us, 'Course, we didn't get tooc much to eat;
corn meal,la little pilece of fat meat now and then, cabbages,
greens, potatoes, rnd plenty of molasses. When I worked up at
‘the house' I et just what the master et; somgtimes he would give

it to me his-self, When he didn't, I et it anyway.

"He was so good, and I wss 8o scared of him, till I
dldn't ever run away from his,place“, Ambrose reminisces; "I
had somebody there that I liked, anyway., VWhen he Tlnallywent to
the war he sold me bnok to a man in North Carolina, in Hornett

County, But the warwas near over then; I soon was asfree as I

am no¥. ,
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b & guess we musta celebrated 'Manclpation about twelve_

\

times in Hornett County, Every time a bunch of No'thern SQJers
would come through they would tell us we was free and we'd begln
celebratin', Before we would yet through somebody elée would
tell us to go back to work, and we would go, Some of us wanted
to jine up with the army, but didn't know-who wo8 goln' to win

and 4idn't take no chancee.

"1 was 21 when freedom finally came, and that_tlme(i
didn't tske no chences on ‘en taking it back again, I 11t out
for Florida snd wound up in Madison County. I had a nice time
gherej I .ot married, zot a plenty of wbrk, and ;ade me a little
money, I fixed houses, bullt ‘'em, worked around the yards, and
dld everything, My first ohlld was already born; I didn't know
there was gein' to be 37 more, though. I guees I would have

stOpbed right there.......

"] stayed in Madlson County untll they started to working
concrete rock down here, I heard sabout it and thought that would
be a rood way for me to feéd all them two dozen children I had,

30 I came down thils eide. That was about 20 yenre ago,

"I got married again after I got here:; right soon after,
v wife now is 30 years old; we already had 13 children to-
cether', (His wife 18 a sliaht, £irlish-looking woman; she says
she was 13 wheh she married D-uglass, haé her first child that

year, ‘“leven of her thirteen are still 11v1ng.)

"“ossuh, I aln't long stopped work, I worked here in

the phosphate mine until last year, when they started to paying
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pensions, I thought I would get'ong, but ail I got was some
PHA work, and thig year they told me I was too old for that;
I told 'em I wasn't tut 91, but they didn't sive nothin' else,
I ;uess I'1l get my pension soon, though; ¥y oldest boy ought

to et 1t, toco; he's sixty-five, '
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Circumstances of Interview.

STATE Florida

NA:2 OF WORKZER: Jules 4, Frost

ADDRESS: Tampa, florida
DATE s December 15, 1938
SUBJHECT: Folk Stuff, Mama Duck

1, Name and addres:c of informant: " Mama Duck'", Tampa, Florida
2+ Date and time of interview: May 19, 1937
3. Place of interview: Tampa, Florida.

4, Nenp and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with in-
formant.

5., Name and adiress of person, if any, accompanying you.

6o Description of room, house, surroundings, etce.

(No additional informstion available for other forms).
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Tr

"Ll DUSRY

wdho is the oldest person, white or colored, that you know

of in Tampal™

"See Mema Juck," the griuning Negre elevator boy told me. "“She

bout a aunuert years old."

So down into the "scrub" I went and found the 0ld woman husiling
about from wushpot to pump. "I'm mighty busy now, cookin breakfast, ™
she said, "ouat if you come back in tcut an ncur I'11l tell you what 1
can oout old times in Tampa."

On the return visit, her skinny dog met me with elaborate denion=-

strations of w:ilcoue.

"Gawn way fum here 3pot. Dat gemrien ain gwine feed you notain.

Iy

You kesp your dirty paws offen his clothes."

Mag duck sat down on a rickety box, motioning me to another
one on the sihaky old porch. '"'ake keer yuu doan fall thoo dat old floor,"
she cautioned. "“It's bout ready to fall to pioces, but I way behind

in tae rent, so I kaint ask ew to have it fixed."

"I sse you have no jlass in the windows--doesn't it get you wst

wnen it roingt"

"ot we. I gits over on de other gide of de room. It didn't
huve no door neitaer winen I woved in. De ycung folks roun aerc ussta

yze it for a courtin=nouse."
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YA what?v

"Court in=house. Dey kept a=comin after I moved in, an I had
to shco em away. Dat young rascal couin yonder--he one of em. I
clars to goodness--" and Mama Duck raised ner voice for the trespeascser's

benefit, "I wisht I had me a fence to kesp folks outa my yard."

neua-a=-ck, quack, guack," the young legro mocked, and passed on

grinuing.

"Dat doan worry me none; I doan let novtain worry me. Jorry makes
folks gray-heuded." OShe scratched her head whers three grey braids,
about the length and thickness of a flapper's eyevrow, stuck out at

cdd angles.

"I sho got plenty chancet to worry ifen I wants to," sne nused,
as sns sipped water from a fruit-jar foul with fingermarks. "Relief
folks got me on dsy black list. Dey won't give me rations--dey give

rations tou jyoung folks whas workin, but won't give me nary a mouthful.®
"iny is tnati"

"iWell, dsy wanted me to go to de poor nouss. I was wiliin to
20, nut I wanted to teke wy trunk slong an dey w.uldn't let me. I
40t some tnings in dere I been havin nigh onta & hunnert years. Got
my 9ld blue-back .ebster, onliest bock I eve. had, scusin my Bible.

Taink I wan.a tarow dat stuff away? llo-o, sun!" Mauma Duck pushed
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the dog away from a cracked pitcher on the floor and refilled her

fruit-jar. *"So day black list me, cuuse I won't kiss dey feets. I

ain kissin nobody‘'s feets~--wouldn't kiss my own mammy's."

"ell, we'd all do lots of things for our mothers that we

wouldn't do for anyone slgs."

“Maybe you would, but not me. My mammy put me in a hickry
basket when I was a day an a half old, with nothin on but my belly
band an diaper. Took me down in de cotton patch an sot me on a stump

in de bilin sun."
“What in the world did she do that fort"

“Cause I was black. All de other younguns was bright. My
granmammy done hear me bawlin an go fotch me to my mammy's house.
*Dat you mammy?* she ask, sweet as pie, when granmammy pound on de

doore.

]
! fDoan you never call me mammy no more,’ grenmammy say. ‘Any
woman what'd leave a poor 1il mite like dis to perish to degth ain

fitten to be no datter o' mins.'

"So granmammy took me to raise. I ain never seen my mammy singet,

an I ain never wanted to."

“#hat did your father think of the way she treated yout"
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“Never knew who my daddy was, an I reckon she didn't either."
"Do you ramembervanything about the Jivil W&ri"

"hat dat?"

"The Civil ar, when they set the slaves free."

“"Oh, you wean de fust war. I reckon I does--h&d three chillern,
boys, borned fore de wer. ‘ihen I was old encugh to work I was teken to
Peluan, Jawja. Dey let me nuss de chillern. Den I got married. ‘e

jus got married in de kitchen and went to sur log huuse.

"I never ot nu beatins fum my master when I was & slave. But I
seen col_ored men on de 3radley planta.ion git frammed out plenty. De
whiojin boss was Joe Sylvester. He had pets amingst de women folks, an

lot some of em oIf light wnen they desarved good beatinsg."
“How did he punish ais 'pets'i®
"Sometimes e jug oop em croust de ear wid a battlin stick."
i what?"

"Buttlin stick, like dise. 7Tou doan know what a batilin stick is?
Jell, dis hers is one. Uss it for wasnin clothes. You 1lift ew outa de
wasih 90t wid de battlin stick; den you lay em on de battlin block, dis

ners stump. Den yuu beat de dirt cut wid de battlin stick."
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"A gtick 1like that would knock a horse downl"

"“fn't nigh as bad as what some of de others got. Souwe of his
pets amongst de mens got it wusser dun de womens. He strap em crocst

de sharp side of a barrel an give em a few right smart licks wid a bull

waip. "
wind what did he do to the baa wnes?"

"¢ pmake em cross dere hands, den he tie & rope roun dey wrists

an throw it over a tree iimbe. Den he pull em up 80 dey toes jus touch

de ground an smick em Oon de back an rump wid a ueavy wouden paddls,.
fixed full o' noles. Jen he make em lie down un de ground while he

cust all dem blisters wid a raw-hide wahip."
"Didn't that kill then?"
"Soume cuuldn't work for a day or two.

Somet imes dey taruvw salt

orine on dey backs, or suear on turpiitine to make it git well quicker."

"I gup .ose ;ou're glad those duys are ovar."

LA

2ot me. I was a neap beiter off den as I is nowe allus ned

sumpul to eal an a place to stay. 1o sich thing as gittin un a black

ligt. iigaty nard on & pus.on old as we not to it no rations an not

nave nu reglar job."
"How old ars you?l"

"I dvan know, zackl;. .&il & wianit, I didn't show you my pitcher
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wnat was in de paper, did I7? I kaint read, but somevody say dey put

now 0old I is under iuy pitcher in dut puper.”

Mama Duck rummaged through a cigar box and broughi out a page
of a Pittsburgh newspaper, deted in 1936. It was so badly worn that
it was almost illegible, but it shiwed a picture of Mama Duck and oe-

low it was given hsr age, 109,
& ’
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FORM A

Circumstances of Interview

STATE, Florida

NAME OF TVORKER, Jules Abner Frost

ADDRESS, 712 VWallace S. Bldg., Tampa, Florida
DATE, May 19, 1937

-

8UBJZCT, Florida Folk Stuff Material - "lama Duck"

1. Ilamie and address of informant, Mama Duck, Governor & India Sts.,
Tampa, Florida
2. Date and time of interview, ilay 19, 1937, 9:30 A.lM.
3. Place of interview, her home, above address.
4, Name and address of person, if any, who put you in touch with
informant, J. D. Davis (elevator operator), 1623 Jefferson St.,
Tampa, Florida
5. Name and address of person, if any accompanying you (none)
6. Description of room, house, surroundings, etc.
Two-roomn unnainted shack, leaky roof, most window panes missing,

porch dangerous to walk on. House standing high on concrete

blocks. Located in alley, benrind other Negro shacks.

NOTE: Letter of Feb., 17, 1939, from !r. B. A. Botkin to Dr. Corse
states that my ex-slave story, "ilama Duck" is marred by use
ol the question and answer method. In order to meke this
material of use as American Folk Stuff material, I have
rewritten it, using the first verson, as related by the

informant.
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FORM B

Personal History of Informant

STATE, Florida

NAME OF YWORKER, Jules Abner Frost

ADDRESS, 712 Wallace S. Bldg., Tampa, Florida

DATE, (original interview), May 19, 1937; rewritten, March 15, 1939.
SUBJECT, Florida Folk Stuff Material - "Mama Duek™

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT, Mama Duck, Governor & India Sts.,
Tampa, Florida

l. Ancestry, Negro.

2. Place and date of birth, Richard (probably Richmond), Va., about
- 1828.

3. Family, unknown.

4, Places lived in, with dates

Has lived in Tampa since about 1870.
S. Edﬁcation, with dates
Tlliterate
6. Occupations and accomplishments, with dates
None. Informant was a slave, and has always performed common
7. Special skills and interests, none. Labor.
8. Community and religious activities, mnone.
9. Description of informant: Small, emaciated, slightly graying,
very thin kinky hair, tightly braided in small pigtails. Some-

what wrinkled, toothless. Active for her age, does washing for
a living.

160. Other points gained in interview: Strange inability of loeal
01d Age Pension officials to establish right of claimants to

benefits. Inexplainable causes of refusal of direct rélief.
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Approx. 1,000 words FOLKLORE. Florida
Jules A. Frost ' Informant: Mama Duck 2 4 o
Tampa, Florida Tampa, Florida 116

Interviewed 5/19/'37
Rewritten 3/15/'39

MAMA DUCK

Gwan away f'm here, Po' -Boy; dat gemmen ain't gwine feed
you nuthin. 7You keep yo' dirty paws offen his close.

Come in, suh. Take care you don't fall thoo dat ol' po'ch
flo'; hit 'bout ready to go t' pieces, but I *way hehind on rent,
so I cain't ask 'em to have hit fixed. Dis ol' house aint fitten
fer nobody t' live in; winder glass gone an' roor leaks. Young
folks in dese parts done be'n usin' it fer a co't house 'fore I
come; you know--a place %io do dey courtin' in. Xen' a-comin' atter
T done move in, an' I had to shoo 'em away.

Dat young rascal comin' yondah, he one of 'em. I claiah to
goodness, I wisht I had a fence to Xeep folks outa my yahd. Reckon
you don't know what he be guackin' lak dat fer. Dat's 'cause my
name's "ilama Ducic.” He doin' 1t jus' t' pester me. DBut dat don't
worry me none; I done quit worryin'.

I sho' had vplenty chance to worry, though. Relief folks got
me on dey black list. Dey give rashuns to young folks what's
wukkin' an' don't give me nary & nmouthful. Reason fer dat be
tcause dey wanted me t' go t' de norehouse. I wanted t' take my
trunk 'long, an' dey wouldn't lemme. I got some things in dere I
be'n navin nigh onto a hunnert years. Got my ol' blue-back
“ebster, onliest book I evah had, 'scusin' mah sible, ‘think I
wanna th'ow dat away? wnO-0 sul!

So dey black-list me, ‘cause . won't kiss dey teets. 1L ain't
kissin nobody's, wouldn't liiss my own maumy's.

I nevah see my mammy. 3She put me in a hick'ry basket when I
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on'y a day and a halr old, witi nuthin' on but meh belly band an‘
di'per. Yook me down in de cotton pateh an' sot de basket on a
stunp in de bilin sun. wvidn't want me, 'cause 1 be black. 4ill de
otha youn.ins o' hers be bright.

Gran'mammy cone tol' me, many a time, how she heah me bawlin®
an' go an' git me, an* fotch me to mamay's house; but ny own mamny,

she say, tu'n me down cold.

s pie, when gran'mammy knock

)

T

¢

"vat you, ilamnmy' she say, swe
on de do'.

"yont you nevah call me 'lMammy’ ho mo'," gran'mamnay tol''er.
"Any woman what'd leave a Do’ 1i'l mite lak dat to perish to death
ain't ritten v' be no dotter o' mine.”

S0 gran'me.my tuk me to raise, an' I ain't nevah wanted no
mamny but her. .evah knoveu wWio my cadey was, an' I reckon nmy ;ﬁ
namny didn't xnow, neithah. I bawn at Zichard, vahjinny. 17y sis- |

talh en' brothaih be'n dead too maany yesars o couinty; I de las' o

I kin remenber 'fore ce 1ust wer stort. I haua three chillen,
boys, taller'n ne wien ireeaon come. ..ah iust mastah ¢idn't make
de 1i'l chillen wuk none. All I done was play. “'en I be ol' enough
t' wuk, dey tull us vo Felman, Jawjan. I never wukked in de riel's
none, not den. Dey allus le ule nuss ce chillens.

Den I got merrisd. it we'nt no church weddin'; we gzot rerried
in gran'mamny's kitchen, den we 50 To our own log nouse. By an'
by mah mahster sol' me an' mah baby to ae man what had de plantation

nex' to ours. His nais was John Lee. He vas good to me, an' let
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me see my chillens.

I nevah got no beatin's. Onliest thing I evah got was a 1i'l
slap on de han', lak dat. Didn't hurt none. But I'se seen cullud
men on de Bradley plantation git tur*ble beatin's. De whippin'
boss was Joe Sylvester, a white man. He had pets mongst de wimmen
folks, an'.used t' let 'em off easy, w'en dey desarved a good
beatin'. Sometimes 'e jes*® bop 'em crost de ear wid a battlin'
stick, or kick 'em in de beehind.

You don't know what's a battlin' sfick? Well, dis here be
one. You use it fer washin' close. You lif's de close outa de
wash pot wid dis here battlin' stick; den you tote 'em to de bat-
tlin' block - dis here stump. Den you béat de dirt out wid de bat-
tlin' stick. _

De whippin' boss got pets 'mongst de mens, too, but dey got
it a 1li'l wusser'n de wimmens. Effen dey wan't oo mean, he Jjes'
strap 'em ‘'crost de sharp side of a bar'l an' give 'em a few right
smaht licks wid a bull whip.

But dey be some niggahs he whip good an' hard., If dey sass
back, er try t' run away, he mek ‘em cfoss dey han's lak dis; den
he pull 'em up, so dey toes jJjes' tetch de ground'; den he smack ‘'em
crost de back an' rump wid a big wood paddle, fixed full o' holes.
Know what dem holes be for? Ev'y hole mek a blister. Den he mek
tem lay down on de groun', whilst he bus'® all dem blisters wid a

rawhide whip.
I nevah heard o' nobody dyin' f'm gittin' a beatin'. Some
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couldn't wuk fer a day or so. Sometimes de whippin' boss th'ow
salt brine on dey backs, or smear on turpentine, to mek it well
@uigker.

I don't know, 'zackly, how old I is. Mebbe - wait a minute,
I didn*t show you my pitcher what was in de paper. I cain't read,
but somebody say dey put down how old I is undah mah pitcher.

Dar hit - don't dat say a hunndrt an' nine? I reckon dat be right,
seein' I had three growed-up boys when freedom come.

Dey be on'y one sto' here when I come to Tampa. Hit b‘*long
t' 0l' man Mugge. Dey be a big cotton patch where Plant City is
now. I picked some cotton dere, den I come to Tampa, an' atter a
while I got & job nussin® Mister Perry Wall's chillen. Cullud
folks jes' mek out de bes® dey could. Some of ‘em lived in tents,
till dey c'd cut logs an' build houses wid stieck-an'-dirt chim-
bleys.

Lotta folks ask me how I come to be called "Mama Duek.™ Dat
be jes' a devil-ment o' mine. I named my own se'f dat., One day
when I be 'bout twelve year old, I come home an' say, "Well,
gran'mammy, here come yo' 1li'l ducky home again.™ She hug me an'
say, "Bress mah 1i'l ducky.™ Den she keep on callin' me dat,
an' when I growed up, folks jes' put de "Mama" on.

I reckon I a heap bettah off dem days as I is now. Allus
had sumpin t*' eat an' a place t' stay. No sech thing ez gittin®
on & black list dem days. Mighty hard on a pusson ol' az me

not t' git no rashuns an' not have no reg'lar job.
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Willis Dukes

Born in Brooks County, Georgle, 83 years ago on pr—
ruary 24th, Willle Dukes jovially declares that he is%en the
high road to livin' a hund'ed yecars." ;

He was one of 40 slaves belonging to one Jggngukee,
who was only in moderste circumstances. His parents were Amos
and Mariah Dukes, both born on this plantation, he thinks. As
they were a healthy pair they were required to ngk long hours
in the fields, although the master was .not actually oruel to
them. | ‘

On this plantation a variety of products was grown,
cotton, corn, potatoes, peas, rice and sugar cane. Nothing was
thrown away and the slaves had only coarse {ggds such as corn
bread, collard greens, peas and occasionally a little rice or
white bread. Even the potatoes were reserved for the white folk
and "house niggers.®

As a child Willls was required to "tote water and wood,
help at milking time and run errands." His c;pthing consisted of

only & homespun shirt thet was made on the plantation, Nearly
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everything used was grown or manufactured on the.plantation.
Candles were made in the big house b& the cook and a batch of
slaves from the quarters, all of them being required to bring
fat and tallow that had been saved for this purpdse. These can-
dles were for the use of the master and mistress, as the slaves
used fat lightwood torches foxr lighting purp&éea. Cotton was used
for making clothes, and it was spun and woven into cloth by the
slave women, then stored in the commisary for future use. Broggan
shoes were made of tanned leather held together by taoks made of
maple wood. Lye soap was made in large pots, cut into chunks and
issued from the smoke house. Potash was secured from the ashes of
burnt oak wood and allowed to set in a quaptity of grease that had
ais0 been saved for the purpose, then boiled into sQap,

The cotton was gathered in bags of bear grass and
deposited in baskets woven with strips of‘white cak that had been

dried in the sun.,

Wi.lis remenmbers the time when a slave on the plamtation
e¢scaped and went north to iive. This man managed to communiéate with
his farily somehow, and it was whispered about that he was "living
very high" and actually saving money with which to buy his family. He
was even going to schcol. This fired all the slaves with an ambition
to go north ahd this nmade them more than usually interested in the
cutcome of the war between the states. He was too young to fully un-

i

derstand the me&ning of freedom but wanted very much to go away to
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some place where he could earn enough money to buy his mother a
féal 8ilk dress. He confided this information to her and she was
very proud of him but gave him a good spanking for fear he expressed
this desire for freedom to his young master or mistress.

Prayer meetings wefe very frequent during the days
of the war and very often the slaves were called in from the fields
and excused from their labors so they could hold these prayer meetings,
always praying God for the safe return of their master.

The master did not return after the war and when the
sclaiers in blue came through that section the frightened women were
creatly dependent upon their slaves for protection and livelihood.

Yary of these black man chose loyalty to their dead masters to freedom
and shouldered the burden of the support of their former mistresses
caeerfully. |

After the war Willls' father was one of those to re-
main with his widowed mistress. Other members of his family left as
scon as they were freed, even his wife. They thus remained sepératea
until her deatn, ' |

®ii1ds saw his tirst bedspring epous 50 years ago and
e 81111 thinks a feather mattress superior to the store~bought variety.

:le recalls a humorous incident which occured when he was a child and

had been introduced for the first time to the task of piéking a goose.

After demonstrating how it was done to a group of sléve
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children, the person in charce had gone about his way leaving

them busily engaged in picking the goose. They had been told that
the one gathering the most feathers would receive a plece of money.
Sometimes later the overseer returned to find a dozen geese that
had been stripped of all thé feathers., They had been told to pick
only the pin feathers beneath the wings and about the bodies of the
geese, Need we guess what happened to the over ambitious children?

He had heard of ige long before he looked upon it
and he only thought of it as another wild experiment. Wﬁ@fbuy ioe,ﬂr§
when watermelons and butter could be ley down into the w;ll to keep
cool? o

One f Willis'! happiest moments was when he earned
enough money to buy his first pair of ?Eﬁffﬁ leather shoes. To pos=-
sese a paid of store bought shoes had been his ambition since he was
& child, when he had to shine the shoes of his master and those of
the master!s children.

He next owned a horse and buggy of which’he was very
proud. This incressed his popularity with the'girls and bye an@d'bye
he was married to Mary, a girl with whom he had been reared. |
Jobody was surprised but Mary, explained Mr, Dukes. "Me and everybbdy
else knowed us ud get married some day. We didn't jump over no broom

neilther., We was married like white folks wid flowers and cake and

everything."
Wiiiis Dukes has been in Florida for "Lawd knows how
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iong" and prefers this state to his home state. He stiil has a few

realtives there but has never returned since leaving so long ago.
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Sam and Louisa Everett.

s/

Sam and Louise Everett, 86 and 90 years of age
respectively, have weathered together some of the worst
experiences of slavery, and as théy look;back over-the
years, can relate these experiences as cléarly,as if they
had happened only yésterda&. /

o Both were born near Noffolk, Virginia and sola

as slaves several timés on nearby plantations. It was on the
plantation of "Big Jim" MoClain that they met as slave-children
and departed after Emancipation to live the lives of free
people, | |

Sam was the son of Peter and Betsy Everett, field
hands who spent long back-breaking hours in the cotton fields
and came home at nightfall to cultivate their small garden. They
lived in constant fear that their master would confiscate most
of their vegetanhles; he so often did.

Louisa remembers little about her parents and thinks

that she was sold at an early age to a separate master, Her name
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as nearly as she could remember was Norfolk Virginia. Everyone
called her "Nor." It was-not until after she was freed and
had sent her chi]dreﬂ to school that she changed her name to
Louilsa, | |

= Sam and Norfolk spent part of their child-.
hood on the plantation of "Big Jim" who was very cruel; often
he would whip his slafés into insensibility for minor offences.
He sometimes hung them up by their thumbs whenever tpey were caught
attempting to escape-"er fer no reason atall," -

On this plantation were more than 100 slaves who |

weie-mated indiscriminately §nd without any regard for family unions.‘
If their master thought that a certain man and women might have

L4 .
strong, healthy off'spring, he forced them to have sexual Trelation,

even.gi?t %y were married to other slaves., If there seemed to be

any slight reluctance on the part of either of the unfortunate ones
"Big Jim" would make themconsummate this relationship in his presence,
He used the same procedure if he thought a certain édouple was not
producing children fast enough. He enjoyed these orgies very much

and often entertained his friends in this manner; quite often ﬁe

and his gﬁeats would engage in these debaﬁcheries, choosing for them-
selves the prettiest of the young women. Sometimes they forced the

unhappy husbands and lovers of their victims to look on.

Louiea and Sam were married in a very revolting

[

manner,¥o quote the woman:

| b
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"Marse Jim called me and Sam ter him and ordered
Sam to pull off his shirt- that was all the MoClain niggers
wore- and he said to me:aNor,'do you think you can stand this
big nigger?'He had that old bull whip flung acrost his shoulder,
and Lawd, that man could hit so hard! So I jes said ' yassur, I
guess s0,' and tried to hide my face so I couldn't see Sam's
nakedness, but he made me look at him anyhow.”

| " Well he told us what we must git busy and do in

his presence, and we had to do it. After that we were conside:ed
man and wife., Me and Sam was a healthy pair and had fine, big
babies, so I never had another Qan forced on me, thank God.
Sam was kind to me and I learnt to love him."

Life 6n the McClain hlantation was & steady grind
of work from morning until night. Slaves had to rise in the dark
of the morning at the ringing of the "Big House" bell., After
eating a hasty breakfast of fried fat pork and‘corn pone, they ‘
workéd in the fields until the bell rang again at noon; at which
time they ate béiled vegetables, roasted sweet potatoes and black
molasses. This food was cooked in iron pots which had legs attached
to'their bottoms in order toc keep them from resting directly on the
fire. These uteneils were either hung over a fire or set atop a
mound of hot coals. Biscults were a luxury but whenever they had

white bread it was cooked in another th;ck pan called a %"spider®
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This pan had a top which was covered with hot embers to insure
the browning of the bread on top.

Slave women had no time for their children.,
These were cared for by an old woman who called them twice a
day and fed them "pot likker" (vegetable broth) and skimmed
milk. Each child was provided with a wooden laddle which he
dipped into a wooden trough and fed himself. The older children
fed those who were too young to hold a laddle.

| So exacting was "Big Jim" that slaves were
forced to work even when sick. E;p§gtant mothers toiled in the
fields until they felt their labor pains. It was not uncomﬁon
for babies to be born in the fields.

There was little time for play on his plantation.
Even the very small children were assigned tasks. They hunted
hen's eggs, gathered poke berries fér dyeing, shélled corn and
drove the cows home in the evening., Little girls knitted stock-
ings,

There was no church on this plantation and itinerant
ministers avoided going there because of the owner's ciuelty. Very
seldom were the slaves allowed to attend neighboring churches and
8till rarer were the opportunities to hold"meetings among themselves.,
NDften when théy were in the middle of a song or prayer they would be

forced to halt and run to the"@ig'ﬁousef Woe to any slave who ignored
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the ringing of the bell that summoned him to work and told him
when he might "knock off" from his labors.

Louisa and Sam last heard the ringing of this ~
bell in the fall of 1865, All the slaves gathered in front of
the "Big House" to be told that they were free for the time being.
They had heard whisperings of the War but did not understand the
meaning of it all, Now "Big Jim" stood weeping on the piazza and
cursing the fate that had been so cruel to him by robbing him of
all his f"niggers." He inquired if aﬁy wanted to remain until all
the crops were harvested and when no one consented to do so, he
flew into a rage;seiziﬁg his pistol, he began firing into the
crowd of frightened Negroes., Some were killed outright and others
were maimed for life, Finally he was prevailed upon to stop. He
then attempted to take his own life. A few frightened slaves promis-
ed to remain with him another year; this placated him. It was
necessary for Union soldiers to make another visit to the plantation

before "Big Jim" would allow his former slaves to0 depart. -

Sam and Louisa moved to Boston, Georgia,where
they sharecropped for several years; they later bought a small
farm when their two sons became old énough to help. They continued
to li§e on this homestead until a few years ago, when taeir advanc-
ing ages made it necessary that they live with the children. Both

of the children had settled in Florida several years previous ahd
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wanted thelr parents to come to them. They now live in Mul-
berry, Florida with the younger son. Both are pitifully in-
firm but can still remember the horrors they experienced under
very cruel owners. It was with difficulty that they were ﬁre—

vailed upon to relate some of the gruesome details recorded

here,
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Duncan Gaines

Duncan Gaines, the son of George and Marthe Gaines
was born on a plantation in Virginia on March 12, 1853, He
was one of four children, all fortunate enough to remain with
their parenfe until maturity, They were sold many times, but
Duncan Gaines best remembers the master who was known as "old
man Beever,"

On this planation were about 50 slaves, who toiled
8ll day in the cotton and tobacco fields and came‘home at @usk
to cook their meals of corn pone, collards and sweet potatoeé on
the_hearths of their one room cqbins. Biscuits were beked on special
occ;sion; by placing hot coalé atop the iron tops of long legged
frying pans called splders, and the potatoes were roasted in the
‘ashes, likewise the corn pone. Their masterg being more or less kind,
there was pork, chicken, syrup and other foodsfuffe that they were
allowed to raise as their own on a small scale, This work was often
done by the light of a torch at night as they had little time of
their own. In this way slaves earned money for smell luxuries and
the more ambitious.sometimes saved enough monéy to buy their free-

dom, although this was not encouraged very much.
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The early life ¢f Duncan was carefree and happy. With the
exception of carrying water to the laborers and running errands,
he had little to do, Moet of the time of the slave children was
spent in playing ball and wrestling and foraging the woods for
‘berries and fruits and playing games as other child:ggilThey were
often jpined in their phay by the master's children, who taught
them to read and write ahd fired Duncan with,the ambition ‘to be
free, so that he could "wear a frill on his colar and own &a pair
of ahoesmthat‘did not have brass caps on the toes?énd require the
application of fat tc make them shine,

Wearing his shoes shined as explained above and &
coarse homespun suit dyed with oak bark, indigo or poke berries, he
went to qurch on Sunday afternoons after the whites had had their
services and listened to sermons deliveredfby white ministers who
taught obedience to their wasters. After the services, most of the
slaves would remove their sggggdand carry them in tkeir hands, as
they were unaccustomed to wearing shoss except in winter.

The women were given Saturday afternoons off to laund-
er their clothes and prepare for Sunday's services., All slaves were .
regg}red to appear on Monday mornings as clean as possible with thelir
clofhing mended and heads combed, _ ‘

Lye soap was used both for laundering and bathing, It

was made from fragmente of fat meat and skins that were carefully
saved for that purpose. Potash was secured from oak ashes. This mix-
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ture was allowed to set for a certain period of time, then cooked
to a jelly-like consistency. After cooling, the scap was cut into
sépare bars and "lowanced out"(@llawance) to the slaves according
to the number in each family.'Once Duncan was given a bax of "sweet"
soap by his mistress for doing a particuiarly nice piece of work of
polishing the harness of her favorite mare and 8o proud was he of
the gi?j that he put it among his Sunday clothes to make them smell
sweet. It was the first piece of toi1et sopa that he had ever seen;
and 1t caused quite a bit of envy among the other slave children.,
Duncan Gaines does not remember his grandparents
but thinks they were botl living on some nearby plantation. His
father was the plantation blacksmith and Duncan liked to look on as
plowshares, single trees, horse shoes, etc were turne¢ out or sharp-
ened.%ﬁis mother was strong and healthy, so she toiled all day in
Sthe fields. Duncan always listened for his mother's return from the
' fleld, which was heraled by a song, no matter how tired she wes. She
was very fond of her children and did not share the attitude of many
slave mother who thought of their children as belonging solely to
- the masters. She lived in coﬁstant fear that "o0ld marse Seever"
would meet with some adversity and be forced to sell them separately,

She always whispered to them about ®*de war" and fanned to & flame
their desire to be free,
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At that time Negro children listened to the tales

of Raw Head and Bloody Bones, various animep stories and such

childish ditties as:

"Little Boy, Little Boy who made your breeches<

Mamma cut 'em out and pappa sewed de stitches.”

Children we;e told that babies were dug out of tree
stumps and were generally made to "shut up®" if they questioned
their elders about such matters.

Children with long or large heads were thought to be
marked to become "wige men.," Everyone believed in ghosts and en-
tertained all the superstitions that have been handed down to the
present generation. There was much talk of "hocdooism" and anyone
ill for & long time without getting relief from herb medicines wﬁe
tiought to be "fixed" or suffering from some sin that his father
had committed.

Duncan was 12 vears of age when freedom was deciared
and remembers the hectic times which followed. He and other slave
chilaren attended schools provided by the Freedmen!' Aid and other
social organizations fostered by Northerners. Most of the instruct-
ors were whites sent to the South for that purpose.

The Gaines were industrious and soon owned & prosperous
farm, Thqﬁseldom had any money but had plenty of foodstuffs and
clothingxgnd a fairly comfortable home. All of the children secured

enough learning to enavle them to read and write, which was regarded
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as very unusual in those days, Slaves héd bgeﬁ taught that their
brain was inferior to the whites who owned them and for this
reason, many parents refused to send their children to school,
thinking it & waste of time and that too much learning might cause

some injury to the brain of thelr supposedly weak-minded children.

Of the various chéngea; Duncan remembers very little,

80 gradual did they occur in his section. Water was secured from
the spring or well, Perishable foodstuffs were let down into the
well to keep cool. Shoes were made from leather tanned by setting
in a solution of red oak bark and water; laundering was done in wood=
. en tubs, made from bérrele cut in halves. Candles.were used for light-
ing and were ma&e from sheep and beef tallow., Lightwoocd torches were
used by those not able to afford candles. Stockings were knitted by
the women during cold or rainy weather. Weaving and spinning done by
special slave women who were too 0ld to work in the fields; others
made the cloth into garments. Everything was done by hand except the
luxuries imported by the wealthy. 4

Duncan Gaines is now a widower and fast becoming infirm,
He looks upon this "new fangled" age with bare tolerance dnd feels
that the happlest age of mankind has passed with the discarding of
the simple, 0ld fashionsed way of doing things, |
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Clayborn Cantling was born 13,&&@3@5, Gaargia, ?erfeli
County, Januery 8&, 1848 on the pi&ntmt&an of Juagé wzlliamag

Judce Williams owned 102 heads of alaveﬁ nnﬁ wat known
"'to be ”talnbla nice to 'er in some-wa.y and pretty rowh Qn fem
in atuer ways' &nys Fr, Ganzling‘ "o w@ulafnt'gi’ usg no
coffee, ’cept on Sunday Yornings when we waulé h&ye_aharts or
@econds of wheat, which ls de laavinﬂ'vof_flaar at mills,'yu‘ %

know, Wt we had plenty bae@ﬁ, corn tread, taters and peas,

! €

"As o child I uster havv to tote water to de ald |
»neenle on de rarm and tend ﬁs~esws an' feed de sheep, Vow, I
can' say right *aaakly how things wuz &uring slavery tonuse 1te
been a long time ago but we had cotton anﬂ corn flelds ﬁnd de
hunde plowed hard, vpicked aotton grabbled penders, - gazﬁarad peas
and ¢one all the other hard work to be done on de plantatlaps; I
wuz not big 'ruff to do all of Gem things tut I seed plenty of

it done, .



*Dey made lye soap on de foarms and used 1:4digo rrom
wood for éye. We niggers slepu on hay pllad on top of planke
but de white folks had better beds, o

I doﬁ't 'member oy grandparents but my mas was
called Harriet Williams gh& my po was called Henry Willlams;
dey wuz called i%’illis;ms after my moster, My mac and pe worked very
) harﬁ‘and zot some b@atings but I don't know what for, 9¢y wuz
'éll kinds of money, Iive nnmd ten dollar balla,_and 80 on then,
put I didn't ever see them with any, |

4

| "When war came along and Sheraéﬁ_came throush the
old people wuz very sgkeered on &aceuﬁt of the white owners but
thers was no fighting close to me, ¥y moster's eo s Leec and
Flétcher Joined the crmy end lots of de other mansters vent; de
gorvants wuz sent clong to wait on de young while men, Tuess
\?ou* 1ik0 to know.if any were killed, ‘I should emlile, ' two

T khow were killed, . : ‘ /

"During those days for madieine,\ﬁhe'ald people used
saéh'thimgs ag bullerfly root and huttérfly tea,‘snge ten, red
oak bvfk, hippeoa£ - sonething that grow - was used for f?vers
and bothing ohildiren, They muz white doctors and plenty of

eelnre& grannieg, , ' T

ﬂﬂh@n de Y&nkeaa came they acted dirrunt and wne
naturally betier to sarvanta than our mnsters had beeng we
colored folke d?ne thelbeat we could tut that was not so good
right niter fresdom, Still 1t growed on and growed on getting
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better, - : :

"Rafore freedom we always went to white churches
on “undays with pﬁeaéh but they never'mentionad Cod; they nlways

. told us to be "good niggers end mind our miasus and magters,”

QJud@é 7illiamg had ten or twélve heaaa‘or children
hut I can' 'member the numes of 'em now; his wife was cclle&
48" *Hand: nnd ehe was Jes' 'bout lak Marse Willdsms, I had
'bout cighteen heads of boye and five irle myself; dere was

en nany, I can' 'memter all .of dem,"
| ] ' "

Mr, Gantling was asked to relate some incldents thet

eould remember of the llvos of sloves, »nd he contimued!

"fell, the horn would blow every mornin~ for you to
3% up »nd o richt to work; when the sun riz' 17 you were hat‘
n ﬁhe.fielawworkin@, you woﬁld be whiépad with wﬁipa nnd leaﬂﬁﬁr'
girops, I 'member Aunt Pesty was beat until she could hardly
et nlony but I can' 'mémber what for tut do you kaow she had
| to wor™ alon: till she zot better. 'y ma had to work nretty

heapd tat me ooldest siater, Judy, was too young to work nuch
s M *

"A heap o' de slaves would run away and hide in de woods
to keep fror woz'finu so hard but the white folks to keep tham from
running .
/ovay so th:t they could not keteh 'om would put a Bhain arcund
the nect: which would hang down the back and be fastened on to
arother 'round the walst and another 'round the feet go thay

could not run, still they had to work and sleep in ‘em, t00}
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gomeilmes they would we-r these obains for three or four months,
*When o slave would dle they had wooden boxes to nut

‘em 1nﬂaﬁd dug, holee and Jus: but»&hom in, A ulavé‘might £go
to adgdater'or brother's funeral, -0

7 e

, #uv recollegticn 1e very bad and go much is forgotten,
‘but 1 have seen slaves sold in droves like cows} they called tom
'rutfi@aea,‘ and white men wuz drivin! tem 1ike hoEa and cows for
}n@ﬁn Ho*herm and fathers were sgold and ported fram thelr ohillunj
'%hﬁy wuz s0ld to white reople in diffun qantaa, I zall you ehile,
1t was pitiful, tut Cod ¢id nod let n last always, I hm heord .
slnvea mornins and nicht pray for déliverance, BSome of *em wguld
atgnﬁ un in de Tlelds @? bend over cotton énd corn gnd'pray ous

loud for 0od to help 'em end in time you see, He did,

- "They had whut you eall ”pat%vrallers* who would cotoh
you from home and 'weer you out' and gend you bach to your mastasg
If o mater had slaves he Jaa' could not rule (some of Yem wag
herd &nd jJes' would not mind de boss), he would ask him 1f he |
wanted to go to ancthmr'pléntatien and 1f he aa&d he Qid; then,
he would giveﬂhim 2 nags end that pres would readt *ine\thia
nicrer hell," Of oourse wheﬁ_thg "pattyrollers® or other
plant~tion boss would reed h&e nr 88 he would beat Lim nearly to
dentt nnd send him bask, Of ‘eourse the aig’:;«:get‘ﬁeulﬁ not read

'and d4id not know what the pnss sald, You see, day did npt ‘low
f¢ nisrer to hove a book Or piece of paper of eny kind and you
know dey wuz not go teagh any of 'ém to read, !
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'Do women had n. hara tm; mn with luue habLee |
would have w &0 t.o work in de mornings with the rnt cm o
baok, x{grrae thelr chiliun ond w back to the rield, stay two
or thmée honra then go back and sat dinmr: aﬂer dinner dey
would” h@ t-o B0 10 de tleld and smy tw or t.hme more hf;uri
Hen go and mirse the eh:tntm n@aan, w0 back-to the rield ond
iy tnl ni.g,ht. One m" ma.ybc two om women would smy in . |
b&w hnuaa and kup au de amlmn uhlle ?.hez.r mothers wx'ked m
,ﬁa flelde, |

. / .
v N '

‘ *ﬁow dey s.n a heap more I amzld t.ell maybe bt I acn %

4

| t}zink of no more now, "

| i N tﬁanu ing oame to &’m-a.aa to J eminm lezmuim

nnar‘ L&ke Park €nd stayed two yearsy then vent to, Fvarett,‘u |
“lanmtmn and st,ayed one ye« r, m:» there hs went to o rlaw
c:allgd High Hill and etayed two or three y—mrs,,' He leit there
a;;é;r‘ttésm to Jagpe‘x?, farmed and stayed until he moved :\hi.a'}-raiﬁil,y
t;;; ﬁaeksonvin#; ' Here hez‘ worked dn pu'ua;i.a works until he shima o
*"r-xismg; h%a ami chmkena wh.teh he wnﬁme& up ta about rcm% |
teen years 850, - '«?ow, he 1a ‘bf:»o old w o anything tut 31:3\3 *s.ﬂ.

x-mmd and talk, a.né eaﬁ. |

A

#
é

Ee lwe»s with hisg dmg,h ter, ﬁ-’:ra,, %"mnie Hally r—mﬂ hsr

~

hu"ébmd ?‘fr. Deny fially on. Lee‘atmet.

| / ur, mm amﬁ% rend or write, tut is very interest ng-




He has.becn a member of the Afric-n Methodist
"piscopal Chureh for more than fifty yeurs,

He hasg a very goocd appetitie and although hns lost
tls teeth, he has nev'r worn a ylate or héd any‘éental wvork
done, He 18 neve: siok znd ins hod but little medlienl attention
during hls lifetime, His form is Lent znd he wells with a cana{
although hlé going 1s confined to his home, 1t 1f from chqiée
ae he seldom wears shoes ~n account of bad fect, ¥ls eyesight
i1s very good nnd his houby is sewing, He threads Bie own ﬁeeﬁlel

without as-istance of glasees as he has never worn them,

Mr. fantling celebrated his 89th birthday on the 20th

day of LNovember 1930,

HemvawMLaMowmaMN;@ﬂemﬁmf&

Mg npe ond of a very genlal disposition, always smiling,
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N AR reo_@ GRAGSTON

: (Verbetim interview with Arnold Gragston, 97.year-old =
ex-slave whose early 1life was spent helping slavea to freedom '
across the Ohio River, while he, himself remainad in bondage,

As he puts it, he guessea he could be calied a Yconductor' on
the under&round railway, .only we didn't call it that then, I
don't know 28 we called it an fthing ~~ we Just knew thers was a
lot of slaves always a-wantin' to get free, and I had to help

tem,"
,*Most of the slaves didn't know when they was born, -
‘ 1 / | \
but I 41d. You see, I was born on a Christmas mornin' <. ;% ,
was in 1840; I was a full grown man when I finally cot my fréeéﬁu@*}

"Before I gct 1t, thoﬁgh,‘l helped a lot of others get
thelrs, Lawd only knows how meny; might have been ag much as

two-three hun&r@d. it was 'way more than a hundred, I kncu.

"But that all came after I was a young man -~ 'grownt
enough to know g pretty girl when I saw one, and to go chasing
after her, too. I was born on a plantation that b' Longed to Y,

Jack Tabb in Mason‘ﬂeunty, Just across the river in Kentuoky."

*Nr, Tabb was & pretty good man, ‘He used to beat us,
‘sure; but not nearly ae.much’askoth@ra did, some cf hils own kin
people, even. But he was kin&a'f&nny sametiﬂns; he used té have
a speclal slave wha didnft have nothin' to do but taaeh the reﬂ%

of us -~ we had about ten oh the Flaatatiaa, and a lot onvﬁha 3
26707 - ST
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other plantations near us - how to read and w;ite and figger. o
My, Tabb liked us to know how‘to»rigger. But abﬁetimes when
he would gend for us and we wouid be a long time comin', he
would ask us where we had been, If we told him we had been
learnin' to read, he would near beat the daylights out of us w-
after guttih' somebody to teach usj; I think he dld-aome'ot that
86 that the other ownefs wouldn't say he was spcilin* his algvea.'

"He was funny abcut us marryin' too, He would let us
go a=courtin' en the other plantations near anytime we llked ir
we were good, and 1f we found somebody we wanted to marry, and she
was on a plantation that b'longed to one of his kin folks or a
friend, he would ewep a slave so that the husband and wifé'cauld.v
be tégether, Sometimes, when he couldn't do this,.he would let
a slaﬁe work all day on his plantation, and live with his wife at
night on her plantation., Some of the other owﬁers was always |

talking about his spoilin"us.'

#*He wasn't a Dimmacrat like the rest of 'em in the
county; he belonged to the 'know-nothin! party‘rand he was a real
leader in it, He used to always be makin' speeches, and sometimes

his best friends wouldn't be speaking to him for days at a time,"

~ "Mp, Tabb was always specially good to me, He used ta‘
let me go all about - I guess he had to; couldn’ t gét tqo mueh'
wprk out of me even when he kept me rigcht under his eyes, I
~learned fast, too, and I think he kinda 11ked that, Hg used to
call Sandy Davis, the slave who taught me, 'the smartest Nigger
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in Kentuoky,' | ,

?Xt’was fcausge he'uaéd to let me go around in the day |
. and night 80 much that I came to be the one who carried the -
runnzn‘ §way élaves over the river, It wss funny the u@y I
started»lt,'too,' |

"I didn*t have no idea of ever gettin‘;mixea up in any :
sori of busineass like that until bne gpecial night, I haﬂn’t

even,;hought of rdwing aeross tha river myself. "

"But one niﬁht I had gone on ancther plantation ’courtin r
and the olﬁ woman whose house I went to told me ghe had a real
pretty girl there who wanted to g0 acrasg the river and would I
take her? I was gcared and backed out in & hurry, But then I |
saﬁ the girl, and she ﬁas sueh a pretty-little thing, brown-
skinned andAk;nda rosy, an@ looking as &gareé.#s I @as‘feélin',
so 1t wasn't long before I was listenin' to the old woman tell

ine when tq_taﬁe her and where to leave her on the other gide,"

“I didn't. have nerve enough to d@ it that night
though, and I teld them to walt for me antil tomcrrow night, All
the next day I kept seeing Mister Tabb laying a rawhlde aCross
my back, or shootin! me, and kept seeing that scarsd 11s£ie
brown girl back at the house, looking at me with her big eyes
aﬁd‘asking me 1f I wouldn't jnstirow‘her across to Ripley. Me
and Mr, Tabb loat,*and soon as dust settled that night, I was at
the old lady's house," o o

"I don't know how I ever rowed .the boat across the _
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river the current was strong and I was trembling, I ocouldn't
gee a thing there in the d&rﬁ, but I felt that girl's oyos.\

We didn't dare to ﬁhisper, 8o I couldn't tell her how sure I was
that ¥Mr, Talb or some of tﬁe others owners would ‘tesr me up"
when they found out what I had done, I just knew'they.wduld

find out,®

'I\%as wofrled, too, zbout where to put her out of
the boat, I couldn't ride her across the river all night,
én& I didn't know a thing about the other side, I had heard
a lot avout it from other slaves tut I thought 1t wes Just about
like Mason Gaunty,‘with §l: ves and paaﬁgra, o?ergéersxand rav-
. hi&ag;_aéd 30,.1 Just knew that if I p&iled the boat up and
went to asking peorle where ta'i&ke her‘l would get~a.beatihgv

or get killed."

®T don't know whether it seemec 1Aike' a long time or
a ghort time, néw ~ 1t's so long ago; I know it was a-long time
rowing ther: in thgﬁgélﬁ.&nd worryin?t, Bﬁt it was short, too,
'cause as soon as i ¢1d get on the other side th§ bigaeyaag
bfown»skin @irl would be gone, Well, pretty sson I aaw a tail
11ght snd T rememtered what the old lady hsd told me sbout
looﬁing.for that light and rowing téwit. I dia; ana‘whan I
got up to 1t two . men reached down and grabbed her; I started
%remblln’ all over again, and prayin', Then, one of é@e men
£ook my arm and I just felt down inside of me that the Lord
had got ready for me, ‘'You hungry, Boyt' is what he asked me,
and 1f he hadn*t been holdin' me I ¢hink I would have fell

A .
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backward into the river,"

’Thatzias my firat trip; it took me a long time to
set over my scarad‘teelln’, but I £inally l&&;*aﬁﬂ I goon
found myself goin! béck scroes the rivnr, wiﬁh two and three
people, and sonctimes a whole boatload, I got so I used to

make threé and four trips a month,

"What did my passengera lcok like? I cantt tell you any -
more about 1t than yod-ean,’and you wasn't there, ﬁ:ter that
first glri -- no, 1 never did see her again -~ I never saw ﬁy
passengers, 1 would have to .be the ‘b&ack nighté’ of the moon
wien I would carry them, 4nd I waal& meet tem out in the open
or in a house without a gingle liﬁht The enly way I knew vha
they were was tc&xsk.thém: *what you say?” ~And Phey-asulﬁ ,
anéwer,\“ﬁenare.“ I don't know what thaﬁ;ﬁcr& meant ~- 1t ozme
from the Bible, I only know that that wa&‘the paaswerﬁ‘I:used,
and all of them that I tock over told it to me berore I took

them,
[

"I guess you wonder what I di4 with them aftrr I gat
tuem over the. river, Well, there in @1p1ey wag o man named Mr,
Rank ' nsy I think the rest of his name was John. ‘He had a2 regular
stati n there on his place for éseaping slavea, You see,'ahis’
w;s a free state and once they get.o#ar»&hé river from Kentuecky
or Virginia, ¥r, Rankins c uld strut them all around town, and
nobcdy would bother ‘em, The only,réasan,we used to land ‘em
quietly at night was g0 that whoever braughb tem could go baak

for more, and becsuse we had to be careful that none’ of tha
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owners had followed us, Every once in a gpile they would
follow a hoat-andtcatch,their-aiavea haég. Sometimes they |

would shoot at whoever was trying to save the poor devils,

"wr, Rankins had a regular 'station’! for the slaves,
He had a big lughthouse in his yard, about thirty feet high and
he kept it burnin' 2ll night, It always meant freedom for

elave if he could get to this 1light,.
/

"Sometimes Mr, Ranking would héve.twenty or thirty
slaves thﬂt had run away on his blaeé at the time, It must have:
cost him. a whcle lots to keep them and feed 'em, ut I think -

some of th friends helpea nim, ¢

"Those who wanted to stay sround thot part of Ohio v
could stay, tut didn't meny of.'Em o it;_tecausé there was too
cuch danper that‘y0u wou1d be walking aiong free‘ane n*éhi
feel s hand over your mouth, and be back across the river an&
in slavery agein in the morning. And nobody 1n the world ever

ot a chance to know as much m}seny,asva glave that had escaped

and been caught,

“So a whole lot cf Yem went on Nerth to other parté
of Ohlo, or-to New York, Chicage or Canadaj Canada was pépular
then because all ef‘the slaves thought 1t was the last gate be-
Iore you Egt alljthé way inslide of heaven, II don't think there
was much chance for a slave to make a llving in Canada, but
didn't many of 'eﬁ come béek. They éaemnlike they raiher;ﬂtarve

up there in the cold than to bte back in slavery,



*The Army soon started taking a lot of 'em, too.
They could enlist in the Union Army and get good wages, mor& _
food than they ever had, and have all the. little gals wavin'

atv'em when they passed, Them blue uniforms was a nice change,

too, .

"No, I never got énythiné from a single one of the
peOple‘I carrieé over the river to freedom. I didn‘t want any-
thing;} tfter I had mads s few trips 1 got to like 1t, aad even
though I could have been free any night myself,rl figgered T
wasn't gettin' along so bad so I would stay on Mr, Tabb's place
and help the others get free, I did it for four years, |

{

"I gon't know to this dey how he néver_kﬂew éhat 1
was doing} I used\tovtaké some awful chances, and he knew I
must have been up to something; I wouldn't do much work in the
‘day, would never be ln my house at night, and when he would
happen to visit the planﬁatlcn where 1 had sgiﬂ I wéslgoin* I
| wbuldn't be there, Sométimes.I think h; 61& krow and wanted me
to get the slaves away that way 8o he waulén‘t ‘have to cause

hard feelins' by freein' tem, .

"I think Mr, Tabb used to talk a lpt to Mr, John Fee;
¥r., Fée wae a man‘who_lived'1n'Kentuaky, but Lord! héw that -
man hated glavery! He used to alﬁays tell‘un (we nevﬁr let our
owners see us listenin' to him theugh) that God didn't intend
for some men to be free and some men bs in slavery. He used to

talk to the owners, too, when they wuula listen to him, but B
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mostly they hated the sight of John Fee,

"In the night, though, he was a different man, for
evefy slave who came through his place golng across the river
e had a pood word, something to eat and some kind of rags,

t00, if it was cold, He always rnew just what to tell you to

’

do Af anything wénn‘wrong; and sometimes I think he kent slaves
there on hls rlace 'till they could be rowed across the river,

Helred us a lot,

"I almost ran the business in the ground after I head

been earrying the slaves across for necrly four years, It was
L

in 1863, and one night I carried across about twelve on the
same nlght.' %omébody muist hove seen us, because they set out
~fter me 28 soon s8 I sterrec out of the boat bae: on the Xen-
tucky slde; from that time on they were nfter mé, Sometimes
ihey would almost catch me; I héd to run away from lr, Tabb's
~lantation and live in the fields and in the woods. I didn't
now what a bed was from one week to another, I would sleep
in a eorafield tonight, ur in the branches of a tree tomorrow
nicht, and burled in & hayplle the next night; the River, where
i Ird carried so many across myself, w=s no [ood to me; it was

wetched too close,

"Finally, 1 saw th t 1 could never do any more good
in Meson Cou ty, so I declded to take my freedomn, too. I had
~ wire by this time, snd one niiht we guletly slipned acrose and

heaced for Yr, Rankin'eg bell and light, It looked like we had
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to go nlmost to Ghina. to get écroae that rivm \I oouléd horir
the bell and eee the 1light on Mr, P{Ankin’s place, but the
harder I x-owed,. the farther away it got, and I knew if I aién't
make 1t 1'Q get killed, But finally I pulled up by the lirhte
~house, and went on to my freedom -~ just a fow m:;t’hn before |
nll of the sl~ves got their's, I didn't stay in Ripley, thoughj ».
I wasn't taking no chonoes, I went on to Detroit and still
1ive there with moat of.10 ohildren and 31 grandchildren,

"The Myrer ones don't care go'mach about hesrin'
it now, it t'e little ones never cet tired of hearin' how their
srandpa broum t Emaneipation to loads of slaves he eould touch

and feel, but never ceum sea,"

W WS e s e
'
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Born on December 6, 1838, Harriett Gresham can recall
quite clearly the major events of her 1l¥fe as a slave, also
the Civil War as 1t4§ffected the slaves of Charleston and
Barnwell, South Carolins.,

She was one of a group of mulattoes belonging to

Edmond Bellinger, a wealthy plantaticn owner of Barnwell. With
hexr mother, the plantation seamstress and her father, a driver,
she lived in the "big house"” quarters, and was known as & "house
nigger." She played with the children of her mistress and seldom
mixed with the other slaves on the plantation,

To quote some of her quaint expressioﬁs: "Honey 1
aint know I was any diffrunt fum de chillen o' me mistress twel
atter de war, We played and et and fit togetter lak chillen is
bound ter do all over der world. Somethin allus happened though
to remind me dat I was jist a piece of prépérty.“ |

"I heard der gun sboomin' away at Fort Sumpter and
fer de firs'time in my 1life I knowed what it was ter fear anythin'
cept a sperrit. No, I aint never seed one myself but-"

"By der goodness o'God I done lived ter waltz on der

citadel green and march down a ile o' soldiers in blue, in der
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arms o' me husban', and over me haid de bay'nets shined."

"I done lived up all my days and some o' dem
whut mighta btlonged ter somebody else is dey'd done right
in der sight o' Bod." "How I know I so old?" "I got docu-
ments ter prové it.” The’documentsﬁia a yellow sheet of paper
that appears to be stationery that 1s.crudely decorated at the
top with crissed crossed lines done in ink, Its contents in
ink are as foliows:

Harriett Pinckney, born September 25,1730,
Adeline, her daughter, born October 1, 1809, Betsy, her
daughter, born September 11,1811, Belinda, her daughter,
~ born October 4, 1813, Deborah, her daughter, born Becember
1, 1815, Stephen, her son, born September 1, 1818,

Harriett's Grandchildren-
Bella, the daughter of Adeline born July 5, 1837. Albert,
son of Belinda born August 19, 1833. Laurence, son: of Betsy
born March 1, 1835, Sarah Ann Elizabeth, daughter of Belinda
born Januvary 3, 1836. Harriett, daughter of Belinda born Decem-
ber 6, 1838, (This record was given Harriett by Mrs., Harriett
Bellinger, her mistress. Each slave received a similar one on
being freed.)
As a child Harriett played about the premises

of the Bellinger cestate, leading a very carefree life as did

all the slave children belonging to Edmond Bellinger, When she
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was about twelve years old she was given small tasks to dQ
such as knitting a palr of stockings or dusting the furniture
and ample time was given for each of these assignments,

This was a wry large plantation and there was
always something for the score of slaves to do. There were the
wilie acres of cotton that must be planted, hoed and gathered by
hand. A special batch of slave women did the spinning and weaving,
wnile those who had been taught to sew, made most of the clothing
worn by slaves at that time, )

Other products grown here ﬁere rice, corn,sugar-
cane, fruits and vegetables. Much of the food grown on the planta-
tion was rescrved to fezd the slaves, While they must work hard to
complete thelr tasks in a given time, no one was allowed to go
hungry or forced to work if the least ill.

Very little had to be bougﬂt here, Candles were
made in the kitchen of the "big house," usually by the cook who
was helped by other slaves, These were made of beeswax gathered on
the plantation. Shoes were made of tanned dried leather and re-in-
forced with brass caps; the large herds of cattle, hogs and poultry
furnished sufficient meat. Syrup and sugar were made ffom the cane
that was carried to a neighboring mill,

Harriett remembers her master as being exceptionally
kind but very severe when his patience was tried too far. Mrs.
Bellinger was dearly loved by all her slaves because she wés very

thoughtful of them. Whenever there was a wedding, frolic or holiday
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or quilting bee, she was sure to provide some extra "goody"
and 8o degr to the hearfe of the women were the cast off clothes
she so offenAbestowed upon them on these occasions.

The slaves were frce to in®ite those from the neigh-
boring piantations to join in their social gatherings. A Negro
preacher delivered sermons on the plantatioﬁ. Services being held
in the church used by whites after their services on Sunday. The
preacher must always act as a peacemaker and mouthpiece for the
master, so they were told to be subservient to theilr masters in
order to enter the Kingdom of God. But the slaves held secret
meetings and had praying grounds where they met a few at & time

to pray for better things,

Harriett remembers little about the selling of slaves
vecause this was never done on fhe Bellinger plantatioﬁ. All slaves
were considered a part of the estate and to sekl one, meant that
it was no longer intact.,

There were rumors of the war but the slaves on the
Bellinger place did not grasp the import of the war until their
magter went to fight-on the side of the Rebel army. Many of them
gathered about their mistress and wept as he left the home to which
he would never return. Soon after that it was whispered among the
slaves that fhey would be free, but no one ran away.
After living in plenty all their lives, they were forced -

to do without coffee, sugar salt and beef., Everything available
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was bundled off to the army by Mrs. Bellinger who shared the
popular belief that the soldiers must have the best in the way
of food and clothing.

Harriett still rememberé very clearly the storming
of Fort Sumpter, The whole countryside was thrown into confusion
and many slaves were mad with fear, There were few men left to
establish order and many women loaded thelr slaves into wagons
and gathered such belongings as they could and fled. Mrs., Belling-
er was one of those who held their ground.

When the Union soldiers wvisited her plantation they
found the plantation in perfect order. The slaves going about their
tasks as if nothing unusual had happened. It was necessary to sum-
mon them from the fields to give them the message of their freedom.

" Harriett recalls that her mistr§ss was very frightened
put walked upright and held a trembling lip between her teeth as
they waited for her to sound for the last time the horn that had
suimoned several generations of human chattel to and from work,

Some left the plantation; others remained to harvest
the crops, One and all they remembered to thank God for their free-
dom. They immediately bezan to hold meetings, singing soul stirring
spirituéls. Harriett recalls one of tﬁese gsongs. It is as follows:

2MT'ank ye Marster Jesus, t'ank ye,

}

! T'ank ye Marster Jesue, tlank ye,
4

Z_T'ank ye Marster Jesus, t'ank ye
~ Da Heben gwinter be my home.
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No slai'ry chains to tie me down,

And no mo' driver's ho'n to blow fer me
No mo! stocks to fasten me down

Jesus break slav'ry chain, Lord

Break slav'ry chain Lord,

Break slav'ry chain Lord,

Da. Heben gwinter be my hone.

Harriett!s parents remained with the widowed woman.for
a while, Had they not remained, she might not havé met Gaylord
Jeannette, the knight in Blue, who later became her husband. He
wag & member of Company "I", 35th Regiment. She is still a bit
breathless when she relates the details of the military wedding
that followed & whirlwind courtship which had its beginning on
the citadel green, where the soldiers stationed there held their
dress parade. After these parades there was dancihg by the soldiers
and belles who had bedecked themselves in their Sunday best and
come out to be wééd by a soldier in blue.

Music was furnished by the military band which offered many
patriotic numbers that awakened in the newly freed Negroes that had
long been dead- patriotiem, Harriett recalls snatches of one of
these songs to which she danced when she was 20 years of agesy It
<8 as follows:

, Don't you see the lightming flashing in the cane brakes,

i Looks like we gonna have a storm
1_Although you're kistaken its the Yankee soldiers
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' Going to fight for Uncle Sam.
0l1d master was a colonel in the Rebel army
Just before he had to run away-
Look out the battle is a-falling

The darkies gonna occupy the land,

ﬁéiriett beiieves the two officers who tendered con-
sratulations ahortly after her marriage %o have been Generals
Gates and Beecher. This was an added thrill to her.

As she lived = rather secluded life, Harriett Gresham
can tell very little about the superstitions of her people during
slavery, but knew them to be very réverent of various signs and
omens.In one she places much credence herself. Prior to the C%yil
#ar, there were hordes of ants and everyone said this was an omen
or war, and there waé\a wér..

She was married when schools were set up for Negroes,
out had no time for school, Her master was adamant on one point
and that was the danger of teaching a slave tc read and write,
so Harriett received little "book learning,®

Harriett Gresham ie the mother of several children,
“randchildren and great grandchildren, Many of them are dead.

“he lives at 1305 west 31lst gtreet, Jacksonville, Florida with a
‘rand qéughter. Her second husband is also dead. ghe sits on the
:orch of her shabby cottage and sews the stitches that were taught

.2r by her mistress, who is also dead. She embroiders, crochets,



qiave Interview ' Page 8 .
?earl Randolph . ‘ FEC 163
Jacksonville, Florida

knits and quilts without the aid of glasses. She likes to show
her handiwork to passersby who will find themselves listening
to some of her reminiscences if they linger long enough to en-
cage her in conversation- for she loves to talk of the past,.
She still corresponds with one of the children
of her mistress, now an old %oman living on what is left of a
cnce vast estate at Barnwell, South Caroiina. The two 0ld women
are very much attached to each other and each in her letters helps

to keep alive the memories of the life they shared together as

mistress and slave.
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Bolden Hall was borrn in Walkino, Florida,
s 1little town in Jefferson County, on February 13,1853,
the son of Alfred and Tina Hall, The Halls who were the
gslaves of Thomas Lenton, owner of seventy-five or a
hundred slaves, were the parentq of twenﬁyfone children.
The Halls,who were born before~£l£§er§fﬁorkéd on the large
plantation of Lenton which waé devoted primarily to the

growing of cotton and corn and secondarily to the growing

of tobacco and pumpkins. Lenton was very good to his

slaves and never whipped them unless 1t was absolutely
necessary~ which was seldom! He provided them with pleanty

- ef food and clothing, and always saw to it that thelr cabims
were liveable. He was careful, however, to see that they
received no educational training, but did not interfere with
their religious quest. The slaves were permitted to attend
church with their masters to hear the white preacher, and
occasionally the master- supposedly un-beknown to the elaves?

would have an itinerant colored minister preach to the slaves,
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instructing them to obey their master and m;stress at

all times, Although freedom came to the slaves in Jan-
uary, Master Lenton kept them until May in order to help
him with his crops. When actual freedom was granted to
the slaves, only a few of the young ones left the Lenton
plantation, In 1883 Bolden Hall came to Live Oak where

he has resided ever since. He married,but his wife is now

dead, and to that union one child was born.

Charlotte Martin

Charlotte Mitchell Martin, one of twenty
children boin to Shepherd and Lucinda Mitchell, eighty-
two years ago, was a slave of Judge Wilkerson on a large
plantation in Sixteen, Florida, a little town near Madison.
Shepherd Mitchell was & wagoner who hauled whiekey from |
Newport News,Virginia for his owner. Wilkerson was very
cruel and held them'in constant fear of him, He would not
permit them to hold religious meetings or any other kinds
of meetings, but they frequently met in secret to conduct
religious services, When they were caught, the "instigators"-
known or suspected- were sgverély flogged. Charlotte recalls
how her oldest brother was whipped to death for taking part
in one of the religious ceremonies. This cruel act halted the

secret religious services.
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Wilkerson found it very profitable to railse
and sell slaves. He selected the strongest and best male
and female slaves and mated thgm exclusively for breeding.
The huskiest babies were given the best of attention in
order that they might grow into sturdy youths, for it was
those who brought the highest prices at the slave markets.
Sometimes the master himself had sexual relations with his
female slaves, for the products of miscegenation wére very
remunerative. These of?epringe were in demand as house ser—n
vants.

After slavery the Mitchells began to separate.
A few of the children remained with their parents and eked out
their living from the soil, During this period Charlotte began
to attract attention with her herb cures. Doctors sought her
out when they were stumped by difficult cases., She came to
Live 0Oak to care for an o0ld colored woman and upon whose death
she was g;ven the woman's house and property. For many years
she has resided in the old shack, farming, making quilts, and
practicing her herb doctoring. She has outlived her husbana for
wnom she bore two children. Her daughter is feebleminded- her

herdb remedies can't cure her! ’ .
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Sarah Ross _

Born in Benton County, Mississippi nearly
eighty years ago, Sarah is the daughter of Harriet Elmore
and William Donaldson, her white owner, Donaldson was a very
cruel man and frequently beat Sarah's mother because she would
not have sexual relations with the overseer, & colored man by
the name of Randall. Sarah relates that the slaves did not
marry, but were forced- in many cases against their will- to
live together as man and wife. It was not until after slavery
that they learned about the holy bonds of matrimony, and many
of them actually married.

Cotton, corn, and rice were the 6hief products
grown on the Donaldson plantation. Okra also was grown, and
from this product coffee was made. The slaves arose with the
sun to begin their tasks in the fields and worked until dusk,
They were beaten by the overseer if they dared to rest themselves,
No kind of punishment was too cruel or severe to be inflicted
upon these souls in bondage. Frequently the thighs of the male
slaves were gashed with a saw and salt put in the wound as a means
of punishment for some nisdemeanor. The female slaves often had
their hair cut off, especially éhose who had long beautiful hair,

If a female slave was pregnant and had to be punished, she was
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whipped about the shouldérs, not so much in pity as for the
protection of the unborn’child. Donaldson'g wife committed
suicide because of the cruelty not only to the slaves but to
her as well, _

The slaves were not permitted to hold any
sort of meeting, not even to worship God. Their work consumed
so much of their time that they had little opportunity to cone
gregate. They had to wash their clothes on Sunday, the only day
which they could call their own. On sunday afternoon some of the
slaves were sent for to entertain the family and its guests.

Sarah remembers the coming ot the Yankees and
the destruction wrought by their appearance., The soldiers stripped
the plantation owners of their meats, vegetables, poultry and the
like, Many plantation owners took their own lives in desperationf
Donaldson kept his slaves several months after liberation and
defied them to memtion freedom to him. When he did give them free-
dom, they lost no time in leaving his plantation which held for
. them only unpleasant memories. Sarah came to Florida thirty-five

years ago, She has been married twice, and is the mother of ten

children, eight of whom are living,
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Rebecca Hooks

Rebecca Hooks, age 90 years, is onc of the few among
the fast~thinning ranks of ex-slaves who can give a clear picture
of life "befo'! de wah,"

She was born in Jones County, Georgis of Martha and
Pleasant Lowe, who were slavee of Williem Lowe. The mother was
the mulatto offspring of Williem Lowe and a slave woman who wes
half Cherokee, The father was also a mulatto, purchased from a
nearty plantation.

Because of thie blood mixture Rebeccats parents were’
known as "house niggers," and lived on quarters located in the rear
of the "big house."™ A "house nigger" was & servant whose duties con-
sisted of chores around the big house, such as butler, maid, coock,
stableman, gardner and perscnal attendant to the man who owned him,

These slaves were often held in high esteem by their masters
and of course fared much better than the other slaves on the planta-
tiocn, Quite often they were mulattoes &s in the case of Rebecca's
parents. There scemed to be a general belief among slave owners that

mulattoes could not stand as much laborious work as pure blooded Negro
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sleves, This accounts probably for the fact that the majority
of ex-sleves now alive are mulattoes, |

The Lowes were originaliy o Virginia and did not
own &s much property in Ceorgia as they had in Virginia., Rebecca
estimates the nunber of slaves on this plantation as numbering
no niocre than &5,

They were treated kindly and cruelly by turns, accord-
ing to the whims of & master and mistrese who were n.ne too stable
in their dispositions. There was no "driver" or overscer on thig Y
rlartation, as "0Old Tom was devil enough himself when he wanted to
be," observes Rebeccad. Thile she never felt the full force of his
cruelties, she often felt sorry for the other siaves who were giveﬁ
a task toc heavy to be completed in the given time; this deliberate-
1y, so that the master might have some excuse to vent his pentup
feelings. Punishrent was always in the form of a severe whipping or
revecation of a slave's privilege, such as visiting other.ﬁlanta—
ticns, etc.

The Lowes were not wealthy and it was necessary for -
them to raise and manufacture as many things cn the pl&ntatioﬂ‘as
cossivie., Slaves toilled from early morning until night in the corn,
cotton sugar cane and tobacco fields. Others tended the large herds
of cattie from which milk, butter, meat and leather was produced.
I'ne leather was tanned and made into crude shoes for the slaves

for the short winter months., No one wore shoes except during cold
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weather and on Sundays. Fruit orchards and vegetables were alse
grown, but not given as much attention as the cotton and corn,
as these were the main money crops.

As a child Rebecca learned to ape the ways of her
mistress. At first thie was considered very amusing.Whenever she
had not knitted her reguired number of socks during the week, she
8imply informed them that she had not done it because she had not
wented to- besides she was not & "nigger." This stubbornness’
eccompanied by hysterical tantrums continued to cause Rebecca to
receive many stiff punishments that might have been avoided . Her
naster had given orders that no one was ever to whip her, 0 de-
vious methods were employed to punish her, such as marching her
down the road with hands tied behiné her back, or locking her in
a dark room for several hours with only bread and water.

Rebecca resembled very much & daughter of Williawm Lowe.
The girl was really her aunt, and very consciocus of the resemblance.
Both had brown eyes ard long dark hair, They were about the same
height and the clothes of the young mistress fitted Rebecca "like
a glove." To offset this likeness, Rebecca's halr was always cut
very short. Finally Rebecca rebelled at having her hair all cut off
and blankly refused to submit to thé treatment any ionger. After
this happening, the girls formed a disiike for each other, and
Rebecca was guilty of doing every mean act of which she was capable

t6 torment the white girl. Rebecca's mother aided and abetted her in
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this, often telling her things to do. Rebecca did not fear the
form 6f punishment administered her armd she had the cunning to
keep "on the good side of the master" who had a fondness for her
"bedause she was 8o much like the Lowes." The mistress' demand
that she be sold of beaten was always turned aside with "Deear,
vou know the child can't help it; its that cursed Cherokee blood
in her." '

There secened to be no very strong oprosition to &
slave's learning to read and write on the plantation, so Rebecca
learned along with the white children. Her fathexr purchased books
for her with money he was allowed to earn from the‘sale of corn
whiskey which he made, or from work done on some other plantaticn
during his time off. He was not permitted to buy his freedom, how=
ever. ,

On Sundays Rebecca attended church along with the
other slaves., Services were held in the white churches afiter their
services were over. They were taught to obey their rasters and work
hard, and that they should be very thankful for the institution of
slavery which brought them from darkest Efrica.

On the plantation, the doctor was not nearly as pop-
ular as the "granny" or midwife, wholbrewed medicines for every ail-
rent, Each plantation had ite own "granny" who also served the mis-
tress during confinement, Some of her remedies followe:

For colds: Horehound tes, pinetop tea, lightwood drippings
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on sugar. For fever: A tea made of pomegranate seeds and crushed
nint, For whooping cough: A tea made of sheep shandy (manure);
catnip tea. For spasms: garlic; burning a garment next to the

skin of the patient having the fit.

Shortliy before the war, Rebecca was married to

Sclomon, her husband. This ceremony consisted of simply jumping
over a brocm and having some one read & few words fror & book,
whié‘may or may not have been the Bible. After the waw, msny couples
were remarried because of this irregularity. |

Rebecca had learned of the war iong before it ended and
knew its iuport. She had confided this‘information to other slaves
who could;read and write. She read the small newspaper that her mas-—
ter received at irregular intervals. The ;wo sons of williler Lowe
had gone to fight with the Confederate soldiers(One never returned)
and everywhere was felt the tension caused by wild speculation as to
the outcome of the war.

Certain comrodities were very scaree Rebhecce remenbers
drinking coffee made of ckra seed, that had beer dried and parched.
'here was no silk, except that secured by "running the blockade,"
and this wes very expensive. The smokéhouse floors were carefully
scraped for any momeel of salt that might be gotten. Salt had to be
eveporated from sea water and tiis was & slow process.

There were no disorders in that section as far as Rebecca
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remembers, but she thinks that the slaves were kept on the

Lowe plantation a long time after they had been freed, It was

only when rumors came that Union soldiers were patrolling the
countryside for such offenders, that they were hastily told of
thelr freedom. Their former master predicted that they would

fare much werse as freemeniand sc many of tiem were afraid to
venture into the world for themselves, remaining in virtual slawery
for many years afterward,

Rebecca and her hushand were among those who 2eft the
plantation. They share-cropped on vaerious plantstions until they
care to Florida, which is more than fifty years ago. Rebecca's hus-
band died several years ago and she now livés with two daughters,

w.ao are very proud of her.
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Lying comfortably in a bed encased with white sheets, Rev,
Squires Jackson, former slave and minlater of the gospel living
at 706 Third Street cheerfully related the story of hia life,

Born in avweathor-beaten shanty in Madison, Fla, September
14, 1841 of a large famlily, he moved to Jackaonville at the age
of three with the "Maater" and his mother,

Very devoted to his mother, he would follow her into the
cotton fleld as she plcked or hoed cotton, urged by the thrash=-
Ing of the overseer's lash, His maater, a prominent political
figure of that time was very kind to hls slgves, but would not
permit them to read and write, Relating an incldent afber have
ing learned to read and wrlte, one day as he was reading a
newapaper, the master walked upon him unexpectingly and demanded
to know what he was doing with a newspaper, He immediately
turned the paper upside down and declared "Con foderatea done
won the war." The master laughed and walked away without
punishing him, It 18 interesting to know that slaves on this
plantation were not allowed to sing when they were at work, but
with all the vigllance of the overseers, nothing could stop those
gilent songs of labor and prayers for freedom,

On Sundays the boys on the plantation would play home ball
and shoot marbles until church timee After church a hearty meal
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congisting of rice and salt picked pork was the usual Sunday
fare cooked in large iron pots hung over indoor heartha, Some=-
times coffee, made out of parched corn meal, was added és an
extra treat,

He remembers the start of the Civll war with the laying of
the Atlantic Cable by the "Great Eastern” being nineteen years of
age at the time, Hearing threata of the Var which was about to
begin, he ran away with his brothar to Lake City, many timea hid-
ing in trees and grovea from the posse that waa looking for him,
At nischt he would cover up hlas face and body with spanish moss to
sleepe ©One might he hid In a tree near a creek, over=slept him=
self, in the morning a group of white women flshing near the creek
saw him and ran to tell the men, fortunately however le eacaped.

After four days of wearied travelling being guided by the
north star and the Indlan instinct inherited from his Ipdilan
grandmother, he flnally reached Lake Cltye Later reporting to
General Scott, he was Informed that he was to act as orderly
until further ordered, On Saturday morning, February 20, 1861,
Goneral Scott calied him to his tent and sald "Squire; "I have
just had you appralsed for $1000 and you are to report to Cole.
Guist in Alaclua County for service immediately." That very night
he ran away to Wellborn where the Federals were camping. There in
a horse stable were wounded colored soldiers atretched out on the
f1lthy grounde The sight of these wounded men and the feeble
medical attention glven them by the Federala was so repulsive to
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him, that he decided that he didn't want to joln the Federal
Arriye In the silent hoursa of the evening he stole away to
Tallahassee, throughly convinced that War waan't the place for
himey While in the horse shed make=-shlft hoapital, a white
soldler asked one of the wounded colored soldiers to what regl-
ment he belonged, the negro replied "54th Regiment, Massachuaetts,

At that time, the only railroad was between Lake City and
Tallahassee which he had worked on for.awhile. At the close of
the war he returned to Jacksonville to begin work as a bricklayer.
During this perlod, Wegro akilled help was very rmch in demand,

The flrat time he saw ice was in 1857 when a ship brought
gorie into this port, Mre. Moody, a whiteAman, opened an lcehouse
2t the foot of Julla Street. This was the only lcehouse 1In the
city at that time, '

On Sundays he would attend churche One day he thought he
heard the call of God beseeching him to preach. He began to
preach in 1868, and was ordained an elder in 1874,

So::e of the lnteresting facts obtained from thils slave of
the fourth generation were: (1) Salt was obtalned by evaporating
gca water, (2) there were no regular stovea, (3) cooking was done
7 hanging iron pots on rails in the fireplaces, (4) an open well
wag used to obtain water, (5) flour was sold at $12,00 a barrell,
(6)"shin=-plasters” was used for money, (7) the firat buggy was

called "rockaways" due to the elasticity of the leather-aprings,
{2) Reve Jackson saw hla firast buggy es deaoribed,in 1851,
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During the Civil War, cloth as well as all other commoditles
ware very high, Slaves were required to weave the clothe ?ha
yomen wonld delight in dapcing és they marched to and fro in
weaving the cloth by hand. Thls was one kind of work the slaves
enjoyed doinge. Even Cotton goods was pilcked by hand, hulllng the
sceds out with the fingers, there was no way of ginning it by
machine at that time. Rev. Jackson vividly recalls the croker=
sacks boing used around bales of the flner cotion, known as short
cottone During this same perlod he made all of the shoes he wore
by hand from cow hldes, The women slaves at that time wore grasas
ahirts woven very closely wlth hoops around on the inside to keep
from contacting the bodye

Gleefully he told of ths Saturday night baths in big wooden
sashtubs with cut out holes for the fingers during his boyhood,
of the caator oil, old fashion paragor%o, calomel, and burmo chops
uged for madicine at that time. The herb doctors went from home
to home during times of 1llness. Until many years after the
Civil Var there were no practlcing “egro phyaicians. Soap was
nade by mixing bones and lard together, heating and then straining
into a bucket containing alum, turpenting, and rosine. Lye soap
was made by placing burnt ashes into straw with aorn shucks placed
1nto harper, water 1is poured over this mixture and a trough 1s
ugsed to slege the liquid that drips into the tub and let atand
for a daye. Very little moss was used for mattrosses, chicken
reathera and goose feathers were the principal conatltuents dur-

ing his b yhood. Soot mixed with wator was the beat medicine one
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could use for the stomach ache at that time,

Rev. Jackson married in 1882 and has seven sons and seven
daushters, Owns his own home and plenty of other property around
tho nelghborhood, Winety=six yeara of age and stlll feels asa
spry as a man of fifty, keen of wit, with a memory as good can be
axpecteds This handsome bronse pilece of lmanlty with anow-white
beard over his beaming face ended the interview saying, "I am
walting now to hear the call of God to the promise land." He
once was considered as a candidate for senator after the Civil war
ut declined to run. He says that the treatment during the time
of alavery was very tough at times, butvgathering himself up he
gald, "no storm lasts forever" and I had the falth and courage of
Jesus to carry me on, continuing, "even the best mastera in slavery
souldn't be as ood as the worat person in freedom, Oh, God, it
13 pgood to be free, and I am thankful,"”
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"Prophet® John Henry Kemp

A long grey beard, a palr of plercing owl-like eyes

and large bare feet, mark "Prophet" Kemp among the citizenry
of Daytona Beach, Florida. The "Prophet®, christened John
Henry- as nearly as he can remember- is an 80 yéar old ex-
slave whose remininiscences of the past,delight all those who
can prevail upon hi;‘to talk of his early life on the plantation
of the section, |

"Prophet" Kemp does not talk.only of the past, however,
his conversation turns to the future; helbelievee himself to be
equally competent to talk of the future, and talks more of the
latter if permitted. ) .

Oketibbeha County, Mississippi wéﬁ the birthplace of the
"Frophet", The first master he can remember was John Gay, owner
cf a plantation of some 3,700 acres and over 100 slaves and &
heavy drinker. The "Prophet" calls Gay "fahter", and becores very
vague when asked if this title is a blood tie or a name of which
he is generally known.

According to Kemp- Cay was one of the meanest plantation
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owners in tho entire section, and frequently voiced his pride
in being-able to ewploy the cruelest overseers that could be
found in all Missiseippi. Among these were such men as G.T.
Turner,Nels T.iThompson, Billy Hole, Andeew Winston and other
men with statewide reputations for brutality. When all of the
cruelties of one oversecer had been felt by the siavea on the
Gay plantation and another meaner man's reputation was heard of
on the Gay plantation, the master would delight in telling his
slaves that if they did not behave, he would send for this man.
"Behaving®"- the "Prophet" says, meant living on less food than
one should have; mating only at his command and for purposes
purely of breeding more and stronger slaves on his plantation
for sale. In some cases with women- subjecting to his every demand
if they would escape hanging by the wrists for half & day or
being beaten with a cowhide whip. )

About these whippings, the "Prophet"ﬂtelle many &
blood=-curdling tale.

" One day when an old woman was plowing in the fielg,
an overscer cace by and reprimanded her for being so slow-
sne gave him scme back talk, he took out.a long closgely woven
whip and lashedt her severely. The woman became sore and took ke
her hoe and chopped him right écross his head, and child you

should have secen how she chopped this man to a bloody death,"
"Prophet" Kemp will tell you that he hates to tell
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these things to any investigator, because he hates for people
to know just how mean his "fahter" really was.

So great was the fear in which Gay was held that
when Kemp's mother, Arnette Young, complained to Mrs. Gay, that
her husband was constently seeking her for & mistress and threat-
ening her with death if she did not submit, even Mrs., Gay had to
advise the slaves to do as Gay demanded, saying-"My husband is a
dirty man and will find some reason to kill you if you don't." "I
can't do a thing with hifm." Since Arnette worked at the "big house®
there was no alternative, and it was believed that out of the union
with her master, Henry was born, A young slave by the name of
Broxton Kemp was given t0 the woman as husband at the tike John Kemp
was born, it is from this man that "Prophet" took his name,

Life on the plantation held nothing but misery for the
slaves of John Gay. A week's allowance of groveries for the average
small family consisted of a packege of about ten pounds containing
crudely ground meal, a slab of bacon; called side-meat snd from a
pint to a quart of syrup made from sorghum, depending upon the seasone.

A1l slaves reported for work a 5 o'clock in the morning,
except those who cared for the overseer, who began their work an
hour earlier to enable the overseer to be present at the morning
checkup. This checkup determined which slaves were late or who had
comuitted some offense late on the day before or during the night.

These were singled out and before the rest of the slaves began their
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work they were treated to the sight of these delinquents being
stripped and beaten until blood fliowed; women were no exception
to the rule,

The possible loss of his slaves upon the declaration
of freedomr on January I, 1866’causeé Gay considerable concern.

His liquor-ridden mind was not lﬁng in finding a solution, however,
he barred all visitors from his plantation and insisted that his
overssers see to the carrying out of this detsil. They did, with
such efficiency that it was not until May 8, when the gévernment
finally learned of the condition and sent a marshall to the planta-
tion, that freedom came to Gayfs glaves, May 8, is still celebratéd
in this section of Mississippl as the officiagl emancipation day.

Relief for the hundreds of slaves of Gay came at last
with the declaration ¢f freedom for them. The\govefnment officials
divided the grown and growing crops;'and some land was parcelled
out to the former slaves,

Kemp may have gained the name "Prophet® from his éon—
stant reference to the future and to his religion, He says he be-
lieves on one faith, one Lord and one religion, and preaches this
belief constantly. He claims to have turned his back on all re-
ligions that "do not do as the Lord says.®

In keeping this velief he says he represents the
"True Primitive.Baptist Church", but does not have any connection
with that church, because he believes it has not lived exactly up

tc what the Lord expects of him.

4
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Kemp claims the ability to read the future with ease;
even to help determine what it will bring in some cases. He reads
it in the palms of those who will belleve in him; he determines
the good and bad luck; freedom from sickness; success in love and
other benefits it will bring from the use of charms, roots, herbs
and magical incantations and formulae. He hasvrécently celebrated’
what he believes to be his 80th birthday, and says he expects to

live at least another quarter of a century.
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Barbara Dargey. Approx 1050 words

"Yes maam,chile, I aint suah ezackly , but I
think I bout 85 mebby 86 yeah old. Yes meam, I wis -
suah bahn in de slavery times, an I bahn right neah
de Little Bock in Arkansas, an dere I stay twell I
comed right from dere to heah in Floridy bout foah

N

yeah gone. |
"Yes maam, my people de 1liv on a big plantation

neah de Iittle Rock an we all hoe cotton, My Ma? Lawzy
me,chile, she name Zols Young an my pappy he name Nelson
Young. I had broddehs Danel, Freeman, George, Will, and
Henry. Yes maam, Freeman he de younges an bahn after we
done got free. 4n I had sistehs by de name ob Isabells,
Mary, Nora, -~--- dat aint all yet, you want I should name
em all? Well then they was too Celie | Sally, and me Cindy
but I aint my own sisteh is I, hee,hee,hee.

"My Ole Massa, he name Marse Louis Stuart, an my
Ole Missy, dat de real ole one you know, she name, ;---now-
let-me-see,does -I-ricollek, lawzy me,chile, I suah fin it
" hard to member some things. O! yes,- her name hit war Missy
Naney, an her chilluns déy name Little Marse Sc.mie an Little
Missy Fanny. I don know huccum my pappy he go by de name
Young when Ole Massa he name Marse Stuart lessen my pappy
he be raised by nother Massa fore Marse Louis got him, but

I disrememba does I eber heerd him say,.

"Yeos maam, chile I suah like dem days . We had lot

267183
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ob fun an nothin to worrify about, suah wiéh dem days
wus now,chile, us niggahs heaps better off den as noW.
Us alwaygs had plenty eat and plenty wearin close too,
which us aint nevah got no more. We had plenty cahn
pone, baked in de ashes too, hee,hee,hee, 1t shore wus
good, an we had side meat, an we had other eatin too,
what ever de Ole Marse had, but I like de side meat bes.,
I had a good dress for Sunday too but aint got none dese
days, jes looky,chile, dese ole rags de bes I got. My
Sunday dress® Lawzy me,chile, hit were alway & bright
red cotton, I suah membar dat colof, us'dye de cotton
right on de plantation mostiy. ther close I dont
ezackly ricollek, but de mostly dark, no colahs,

"My ma, she boss all de funerls ol de niggahs
on de plantation an she got a long white veil for '
vearin, lawzy me, chilé, she suah look bootiful, jes
lak a bride she did when she boss dem funerls in dat
veil. She not much skeered nether fo dat veil hit
suah keep de hants away. Wisht I had me dat veil
right now, mout hep cure dis remutizics in ma knee
what ailin me so bad. I disrememba , but I sposen she
got buried in dat veil, chile. She hoe de cotton so
Ole Marse Louis he always let her off fo de buryings
cause she know how to manage de other niggahs and

keep dem quiet at de fanerim.
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- "No maam, chile, we didnt hab no Preacher-mans
much, hit too fah away to git one when de niggah die,
We sung songs and my ma she séy a Bible vurs what Ole
Migsy don lernt her. De vurs, lawsy me, chile, sush
wish I could member hit for you, Deﬁ songs ? I don jes
recollek, but.hit seem lak de called ' Gimme Dem Yolden
Slippahs', an a nother one hit wah' Ise Goin To Heben
In De Charot Ob Fiah', suéh do wish I could recollek
de words an sing em foh you ,»chile, but I caint no
more, my min, hit aint no good lak what it uster be.

"Yes maam, chile, I suah heerd ob #r, Lincoln
but not so much, What dat mans wanter freevus niggahs &é
when we 8o happy an not nothin to worrify us. No maam,'
I didnt see none dem Yankee sojers but I heerd od dem
an we élw& §keerd dey come. Es all cotch us rabbits an
weeh de lef hine foots roun our nek wif a bag ob skker-
fedity, yessum I guess dat what I mean, an hit shore
smell bad an hit keep off de fevah too, an if a Yankee
cotch you wif dat rabbit foots an dat skkerfedity bag
roun yoph nek,he suash turn you loose right now,

"Yes masm, chile, Ise & Baptis and sho proud
ob it. Praise de Tord and go to Church , dat de onliest
Qay to keep de debbil offen youh trail and den sbmétime
he almos Eotch up wif you. Lawsy me, chile, when de

Preacher-mans baptiZ me he had duck me under de wateh

twell I mos dron, de débbil he got such a holt on me
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an jes wont let go, but de Preacher-mans he kep a
duckin me an he finaly shuck de debbil loose an he
aint bother me much sence, dat is not very much, an
dat am a long time ago.

"yes'maam , chile, some ob de niggahs dey
run off from Ole Marse Louis, but de alway come |
back bout stahved, hee,hee,hee, an do dey eat, an
Ole Marse, he alyay take em back an give em plenty
eatins. Yes maam, he alway good to us and he suah
give us niggahs plenty eating all de time. When
Crismus come, you know chile, hit be so cole, and.
0ld Marse, he 1é£ us make & hig fiash, a big big
fiah in de yahd roun which us live, an us all dance
round@ﬁfiah, and Ole Missy she brang us Crismus Giff.
ihat war de giff? Lawzy me , chile, de mostly red
woolen stockings and some times a pair of shoeses,
an my wus we proud. 4n éle Marse Louis , he giv de
real old niggahs, both de mens an de owmans, a hot
toddy, hee,hee,hee, Lawzy me, chile, dem wus de g;od
days, who give an ole niggsh like me a hot toddy dese
days? gn talkin you bout dem days, chile, sho mek me

wish dey wus now."
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ASDALL L

Randall Lee of B0O Brenson 3treet, Palatka, Floride, was bora et Camden,
touta Carolina about sevent y-seven years ago, maybe longer.

He was the son of Robert and Delhia Lee, whe during slavery were Robert
and nelhia illler, takingz the name of their master, as was the oustom.

His master was Dootor iiller and his mistress was Mrs. Camilla Miller.
lie does not know his master's given name ag no other neme was ever heard around
the plantation, exoceyt Dootor idllers

Raadall was & small boy when the war ‘betwesn the states broke out, but
Judglng froa what he remezbers he must have been a boy around six or seven
years of age.

puring tne few yesrs he spent in slavery, Randall hed many experlences
whioh made s'wh desep impressions upon his brain that th; memory of them still
reseins clear,

., The one tiing that ouuses one to believe that he must have been around
seven yer s of age isthe statement that he was not old enough to have tasks of
any importance placed uuon him, yet, he was trusted along with another boy

about his own age, to carry butter fro. the planstation dairy two miles to the

2bilo
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'biz houses' MNo cne would trust a ohild younger than six years of age to

nandle butter for fear of it being drapred into the dirt. He must hawe st

ieast reached the age when he was sent two miles with a paockage and was ex-

seoted to deliver the paokage intact. He must have understood the necessity

of not playlng on the way. He stated that he knew not to stop on the two-

mile journey and not to let the butter get dirty.

Randall had the pleasure of ocatohing the pig for his fether for postor
“1ller gave euch of his best Hegro man a plg to raise for hinself and family,
He was allowsd to bulld a pen for it and raise and fatten it for killing.
hen killing time came he was given time toc butcher it and grind all the.
szusage he could make to fecd hig family. By that method £t helped to solve
the feeding probloa and also satisfied the slaves.

It was more like so many famllies living arcund a big hougse with a boss
looking over them, for they were allowed a privilege that very few masters
gave thelr slaves.

On the iiller plantation there was a cotton gin. Dootor !iller owned
tre zin and 1t was opernted by his slaves, He grew the cotton, pioiked it,
sinned 1t and wove it right there. He aiso had a baier and made the bsgging
to bale it with, He only; had to buy the iron bands that held the bales
intuct,.

pDoctor iiller was a rioh man and had a far reaohing sight into how to
work slaves to the best advantage. He was kind to them and knew that the
best way to gzet the best out of mon was to keep them well and happy. His
arranzsment was very much the general way in that he allowed the young men
and women to work in t,hc« fields and the 0ld women and a few old men to work

around the house, in the zin and &t the loom. The old women mostly did the

soinning of thre:d and weaving of oloth although in some instances Dootor
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“iller found e man who wa: better adayted to weaving than any of his wanen
s laves |

Everyone kept his plantation ander fenoce and men who were old but strong
and who had some knowledge of oarpentry were sent out to keep the fenocs in re-
palr and often to build new ones. The fenoes were not like thoss of todayL
They were built of horizontal ralis about 3ix or seven feet long, running sig-
zag fashion. Instead of having straizht line fenos and posts at regular points
they did not use posts at all. The botton raills rested upo: the ground and the
zig-zag fashion in which they wsre laid gave strength to the feme. Ko nails
were used to hold the rails in plasse. If stook was to be let in or out of the
plao : the planks were unlooked so to speak, and the stook allowed to enter
alter whio.h tney mre laid back ac before.

Boys and girls under ten years of uge were never sent into the field to
#ork on the ¥iller plantation but were required to mind the smaller ohildren
of the family and do chores around the *big house® for the mistress ;md her
children. Such work as mending was taught the domestio-mindsd ochildren and
tending food on the pots was alloted others with inborn ability to oooke They
were treated well and taught *manners' and lster was used as dining room
zirls and nurses.

Randallvs fatuer and mother were considered luoky. His fathe- was over-
see’ and his mother was a waitress.

pootor ylller was a kind and cmmsiderats owner; never Sonw:d in punish-
ingz slaves unless in extreme caies. No owrser, white or colored oould whip
his slaves without first bringing tie slave befors him and having = full
understanding as to what the offcnse was. If it warranted whipping them it

had to be gziven in his presence 3> he oould see that it was not gi ven un-

mercifully. He indeed was a dootor and practised his profession in the



keeping of his slaves from bodily harn as well as kecping them well well. He
gave then medicine when they did not feel well and saw to 1t that they took
needed rest 1if they were siok and tired.

Mow, Robert Lee, Randall®s father, was brouzht from Virginia and sold to
pootor Miller when he was a young man. The one who sold him told Dostor
yiller, "Here's a nigger who wont take a whipping. He knows his work and will
do 1t and a1l you will need to do is tell him what you want and 1ts as good as
donse® Robert lee never varied from the recommendation his former master gave
when he sold hin.

The 0ld tale of corn bread baked on the hearth covered with ashes and
sweet potatoes oooked in like mamer are vivid memories upon the mind of
Rsndull, gyrup water and plenty of sweet and butter milk, rice and orackling
breud are other foods whioh were plentiful around the cabin of Randall's
parents.

gco#s were numerous and the family of Doetor uiller did not need much
for their consumption. while they sold milk to neighboring plantations,
the Negroes were not denied the amount necessary to keep all strong and
healthy. None of the children on the plantation were thin and scrawny nor
did they ever complain of being hungry.

The tanning yard was not far from the house of Dootor iiller. His own
tutoher shoy was nearby. He had his cows butohered at intervals and when
one died of unnatural causes it wes skinned and the hide tanned on the
Diacee

Randall as a child delighted in stopping around the tanning yard and
satoching the men salt the hide. They, nfter salting £t dug holes and burid
it for a number of days. After the salting prooess was finished it was

treated with a solution of water and oak bark. when the oak bark solution

iad done 1t8 work it was ready for use. Shoes made of leather were not dyed
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at that time but the natural color of the finished hide was thought wery
beautiful and thoss who were luoky emough to possesa a pair were zlad to

got the in their natural colore To dye shoes verious colors is a new thtng'
shen the number of years leather has been dyed is oompared with the hundreds
of years people knew nothing about it, espesially Amerioan pecple,

Randall's paterml grandparents were also owned by Dootor Miller and
were not sold after he bought them. Levli Lee was his grandfather's nane. He
was a fine worker in the field but was taken out of it to be taught the shoe-
makers trade. The master placed him under a white shoemaker wio taught him
all the fine points. If there were any, he knew about the tradee Dr. Hiller
had an eye for busiiess who could make shoes was a grent saving to him. Levi
made all the shoes and boots the mester, mistrecs and the Miller family wore.
Besides, he made shoes for the slaves who wore thems Not all slaves omed o
palr of shoes. Boys and glrls under eighteen went bare-footed except in winter.
Joctor 'filler had compagsion for thex and did not allow them to suffer from the
cold by going bare-footed in winter,

another good thing to be remembered was the lar;e number of ohiokens,
ducks and zeese whioh the slaves raised for the dootore Every slave family
could rest his tired body ujon a feather bed for it was allowed him after the
mexbers of the master's family were supplied. Moss mettresses also were used
under the feather bedsand slaves did not need to have as thiok a feather bed
on that wooount. They were soufortable though ani Ramlall remembers how he
and the other children ussed to fall down in the middle of the bed Qnd becone
hidden from view, so soft wags the feuther mattrogs. It was espeolally good
to get in bed in winter but not so pleasant to get up unless 'pappy' had made
the fire early enouzh for the large one-room oabin to get warm. The ehildren

called their own parents 'pappy’ and ‘manmy*® in slavery tiuee
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Randsell remsmbers how after a foot-washing in the 014 woodea tub, (whiﬁh.
by the way, wns simply a barrel out in half and holez out in the ﬁvo sldes
for f ingers o oatoh a hold) he would sit a few minutes with his feet held
to the fire so they ocould dry. He also said hia *mammy® would rud grease
ander the soles of his feet to kee: him from taking eeld.

It seemed to the ohild that he had just gone to bed when the o0ld tdloy
oandle was lighted and his 'pappy' arose and fell upon his knees and prayed
aloud for godes blessings and thanked him for another dey. The field hands
were to be in the field by fiwe 0'0lock aniit neamt to rise before day, sumnmer
and winter. HNot so bad in swemer for it was soon day but in winter the wather
was cold and darkness was longer pnséin; away. When daylight came field hands
sal been working un hour or more. Robert Lee, Randall’s father was an owr-
seer and it meant for him to be up and out with the rest of the men so he eoculd
gses 1{ things wers going allright, |

The Rendall childiren were not foreed u- early becaise they did not eat
breakfast with their ‘pavpy’'. Their mother was dining-romm girl in her mi stress'
nouse,so fed the ohildren right from the killer table. There was no objestion
offered to this.

poctor iiller was kind but he did not want his slaves enli itensd too
muchs Therefore, he did not allow much presbhing in the chiroh. They could
have prayer meeting all they wanted to, but imstruotions from the éiblo were
thought dungerous for the slaves. 80' did not wish them to become too w_in end
get it .lnto their heads to run sway and get frea.

There was talk about freedom and pootor Miller knew it wauld be only a
natter of time when he would loose all his slaves., He s:aid to Randall's
mother one day, *"Delhia you'll scon be as free as I am* 3he said, *§ho' mf

massy?" and he answered, "You sure will.» Nothing more was said to any of the
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slaves ungu ghernman's army came through notifying the sleves ihy were free.
the presence of the soldiers caused such a oomotion around the plants-
tion that Randall's mind was indelibly impressed with their deoings.

_ﬁo northera soldiers took all the food they oculd get their hands on
and took possession of the oattle and horses and mules. Levi, the breter of
randall, and wm.wn nased after his paternal 5mdfo.thor. was l_put on a mule
and the mule loaded with provisions and sent two miles to the solder's camp.
Levi liked that, for besids being well treasted he received seversl pieces of
money. The federal soldiers played with hir and gave him all the food he
wanted, althouzh the Miller slaves and their ohildren were fed and there wms
no reazaon for. the ohild to be hungry.

Lavi Lee, the grandfather of youn; Levi and Randall, hed a dream while
the soldiers were emoamped round abeut the plwe. He dreuu;od that a pot of
‘monoy‘ was buried in a eertain plese; the person wio showed it to him teld him
to go dig for 1t on the first rainy night. He kept the drean a seoret and en
the first ralny night he went, dug, and f@d the pot of money right where hiis
dream had told him it would be. He took the pot of money to his oadn and teld
no one a.ything about it. He hid i1t a8 sesurely as possible, but when the
soldiers were searching for gold and silwer money they did not lenve the Negro's
oabtin out of the searoh. Yhen they found the money tt"ly thought l.ov‘i'a nagter
had given him the money to hide as they took it from him. Levi mourned a long
time about the loss of his money and often told his grandohildren that he would
liave been well fixed when freedom came if he had not been rcﬁlﬁd of his money.

Paddyroles® as the men were called win were gent by ths Rebels to watoh |
the slaves to prevent their esoaping during war times, were very aotiw after
freedom. They intimidated the Negroes and threstened them with loss of 1ife if

they did not stay mnd werk for their former masters. Dootor Miller did not wamt
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any of his slaveg treated in suoh manmner. He told them they were free and
oould take whatever name they desired.

Robert Lee, during slavery was Robert Miller, as were all of the dootor's
slaves. After Llavery was o/nded he o0wse the nane Lee, His bvother paron
took the name pAlexander not thinking how it looked for two brothers of the
same parents to have different surnames. There are sons of easch brother
living in Pala‘t:.ka now, one set Leces 'and the others, Alexander.

randall, as was formerly stated, soent a very little time in slavery.
Most of his knowledge conocerning customs which long ago have been abandoned
and repluced by more moderaones, is of early reconstruction days. Just |
after the Civil war, when his father began farming on his own plantation,
his mother remained home and ocared for her house and ohil &en. The was of
fair oomplexion, having besn the daughter of a half-breed Indian and Negre
mother. [i2r futher waswhite. Her native state was Vifginia and she bore
gome of the aristocratio traitz so common among those born in that state of
such parentsge. 3he oizten boasted of her "blue blood Virginia stook.®

Robert Lee, Randall's father was very prosperous in early reconstruotion
days. He owned horses, mules and a plow. The plow was msde of point firon
with a wooden ha;ndle. not like plows of today for they are of oast {ron and
steel,

Chickens, duoks and geese were ralsed in abundance and money began ac-
cumulating rapldly for Robert and Delhia Les. They began irproving ther
sroperty and trylng to give their ohildren some education. It was very hard
for those living in small towns and out in the oocuntry to go to sobr)].;:;gugh
they had money to pay for thelr education. The north sent teachers down but.'
not evary hanlet was favored with such, (1)

Randall wus taught tc farm and he learned well. He saved his money as

he worked and grew to manhood. Years after freedom he left South Carolina
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and went to Palatks, Florida, where he 18 today. He bought some land and
although nost of i1t 1s hamook land and not mch g04, he hes at intirvcll
been off ered good prices for it. Some white pecple during the *boom# of
1926-26 offered him a few dollars an sere for it but he refused to sell
thinking a better priee would be offered 1f he held on. (2)

Today finds Randall Lee, an old man with fairly god health; he stated
that he had not had » dooctor for years and his thinking feoulties are in good
order. His eyesight is failing but he daes not allow that to handicsp him
in getting about. He talks flueatly about what he remembers omgerning
slavery and that which his parents teld him. He is between a malatto and
brown skin with good, mixed gray and black hair. His featiures are regular,
not showing uauch Negro blood. He i3 tall a:xd looks to weigh adout one hundred
and sixty-fiwe pounds, His wife lives with him in their two-story Crame house
whioh shows that tnoy‘ have hed better days finamially. The man and wife both
show interest in the progress of the Hegro> race and possess some books about
the history of _thc Hegro. One book of particuler interest, and of which the
wifs of Ramiall Lee thinks a great deal, was written, acoording to her story,
b;{ John Brown. It is oalled *The History of the Colored nafu in Anerioa."
ghe oould not find but a few pages of 1t when interviwwed grfdoohrod she hod
owned the entire book for years. The pages she had and showed with suoh
aride were 415 to 449 inolusiw. The book was written in the year 1836 and
the few pages produced by her gave information conocerning the Negro, Lowjoy
of 3t. louis, Missouri. It 1s ths same man for whom the eity of Lowjoy,
Illi.nois is named. The other book she holds with pride and gards jealously
is *The Collegs of Life* hy Hnu'y Dn‘euport Horthrop DeDe, uononblc Jossph
Re oay and Professor I. garland Peamn. It was entered, sccording to the jet of

congrese in the ysur 1900 by Hormce Ce Fry, in the off {os of the Librarian

of Congress at washington, D. C. (3)
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®" Pap tell us 'ncther story®bout do war - and *bout
de fust time you saw mamma,"® |
It has been almost 60 years since & group of
children gathered about their father's knee, clamoring for
another story. They listened round-eyed to stories they al-
ready knew because "pap® had told them so many times before.
These narratives along'with the great changes he has seen, were
carefully recorded in tne mind of Edward, the only one of this
group now alive, |
"Pap® wasg alwaye ready to oblige with the story they
never fired of. He could always be depended upon to begin at the
beginning, for he loved to tell it,
"It all begun with our ship being took off the coast
of New Port News, v1rgin1a. We wuz runnin' the bl@ckade- sellin!
guns dﬁg what-not to them Northerners, We aint had nothin' to do
wid de war, unnerstand. We English folks was atber df money. Whose
War? The North and South's, ¢f course. I hear my captain say many

a time as how they was playin' ball wid the poor niggers. One sfée

says'You cant keep your niggerqleseen you pay em and treat em like

/
/
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other folks.' Mind you dat wasnt de rale reason, they was mad at
de South but it was one of de ways de& could be hurted- to free
de niggers." .

"De South says Rf)ese is our niggérs and we'll do
dum as we please, and so de rumpus got wues dan it was afore. The
Yorth had all do money, and called itself de Gov'ment. The South
aint had nothin'!, but a termination not to be out-did, so we dealt
wid de North. De South was called de Rebels."

?So when dey see a ship off they coast, they hailed it
and when we kep goin!, they fired at us. 'Twan't long afore we was
being unloaded and marched orr to the lousiest jail I eve£ been in,
ny captain kep tellin' em we was English éﬁbjeéts‘aﬁd could not be
helt, Me, I was & scairt man, cause I was always free, anq over heie
dey tcok it for granted dag all black men should be slaves.®

" The jailer felt of my muscles one day, when he had
rarched me out at the poiht of his musket to fili de iatering'trougha
for de horses., He wanted to know who I blong ter, and offered to buy
re. When nobddy cleimea me, tucy was torced to let me go long wid de
¢ctier Britishers and &s our ship had been destroyed, we had to git _
vack home best we could.‘Dey didn't dare hold us no longer."

"As de wae was still beihg fit, we was forced to sep-
arate, cause a lot of us would cauee'épicion, traipsing 'bout do counryy.
ke- I took ofr soutnwara and w#y from de war belt, traveling as far as
Saint Augustine. It was a dangerous journey,.és anybody was liable to

pick me off for a runaway slave. I was forced to hide in de day time

<
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if I was near a settlement and travel at night. I met many run-
away slaves. Some was trying to get North and fight for de free-
ing of they people; others was jes runnin! way cause dey could,
vany of dem didn't had no idea where dey was goin' and told of
havin® good marsters., But one and all dey had a good sfrong notion
ter see what it was like to own your own body."

"I.felt worlda better when I réghed Saint Augustine.
Many ships landed there and I knowed I could get my way back at‘
least to de West Indiee, where I come frum, I ehowed.m& papers to
everybody dat mounted ter anything and déy knowed I was a free
nigger, I had plenty of money on me and I made a big ter do mong
de other free men I met. One day I went to the slave market and
watched em barter off po niggers lake dey was hogs. Whole families
sold together and some was split- mother gone to one marster and
father~and children gone to others."” '

"They'd bring a slave out on the flétform and open his
mouth, pound his chest, make him harden ikis muscles so the bﬁyer
could see what he was gittin!. Young men was called'buckstand
young women'wenches!, The person that offered the best price wes
de buyer. And dey shore did git rid uf some pretty gals. Dey glway
looked so shame and pitiful up on dat stand wid ali dem men'standia&
dere lookin' at em wid what dey had on dey minds shinin' in they
eyes One little gal walked up and left her mammy mourning so pitiful
cause she had to be sold. Seems like dey all belong in a family

where nobody ever was socld. My she was & pretty gal."
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"And dats why your mamma's nemed Julis stead of Mary
Jane or Hannah or somethin! else- She cost me'$950.00 and den
my own freedom., But she was worth it-every bit of iti®

"After that I put off my trip back home and made
her home my home for three Years. Den with our two yoﬁng child-
ren we left Floridy and went to the West Indies to live., We trawl- .
ed bout a bit gettin as far as England., We got letters from your
me's folke and dey jée had to see her or‘else somebody would'er
dled, so we sailed back into de war,"

| "Freedom was declared soon after we got back to dis

ccuntey and de whole country was turned upside down. De po niggere‘
wendl mad. Some refused to work and dey didn't stay in one place
long 'nough to do a thing, De crops suffered and goon we had starva-
thon times for 'bo?t two years. After dat everybody lernt to think

of a rainy day and things got better."

Edward recalls of hearing his father tell of eating wild
hog salad and cabbage palnms. It was & common occurence to see whole
farilies subsisting on any wild plangrgﬁgwn to be poisonous if it
contained the least food value., The freedmen helped those who were
newly liberated to gain a footings Prior to Emancipation they had not
been allowed to associate with slaves for fear they might engender
in them the desire to be free, The freedmen bore the brunt of the
white man's suspicion whenever there #Was a slave uprising. They

were always accusing them of being instigatérs. Edward often hesrd
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nis mother tell of the "patter-roilers", a group of white men

who caughhk and administered severe whippings to these unfortunate
slaves. Thye also dorraled slaves back to their masters if they
were caught out after‘nine o'clock at night without a pass from
their masters,

George Lycurges was born at Ligerpool,England and
became & seaman aﬁ an early age., Edward thinks he might have had
a fair education if he had bad the chance. The mother, Julis Gray,
Lycurgas, wae the daughter of Barbara and David Gray, slaves of the
Flemings of Clay County, Flofﬁda. |

- These slaves were inherited from generation to gene-
ration and no one ever thought to sell one except for punishment or
in dire necessity. They were treated kindly ahd like most slaves of
the wealthy, had no knowledge of the real cruelties of slavery, but
upon the death of their owner it became“hecessary to parcel the
slaves out to different heirs, some of whom did not believe in hold-
irg these unfortunates. These would-be abolitionists,were mt averse
to placing at auction their share of the slaves, however, ;

It was on this ocoaeion'that George Lycurgas saw and
ocought the girl who was to become his wife. Both are'now dead, als®
711 or tne several ohildren exoept Edward who tells their story here.

Edward Lycurges was born on October 28, 1873, at Saint
Augustine, Florida shortly after the return of the family from the
Vest Indies, He lived on hias father's famm sharing at an early age

the hard work that seemed always in abundance, and listening in awe
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to the stories of the recent war. He heard his elders give thanks
for their freedom when they attended church and wondered what itw
was all about, |

No one failed to attend church on Sundays and all
work ceased in a vicinity where a camp meeting was held., Farmers
flocked to the meeting from all parts of Sa;nt Johns County. They
brought food in their large baskets. Some owned buggies but most
of them hauled their families in wagons or walked., The camp meet-
ings would sometimes last for several days according to the spirit-
uael fervor exhibited by those attending,

Lycurgas recalls the stirring sexmons and spirituals
that rang through the woods and could be heard for several miles on
s clear day. And the river bhaptisms! These cliémaxed the meetings
and were attended by large crowds of whites in the neighborhood. -
411 ,candidates were dressed in white gowns, stockings and towels
would about thelr heads bandana fashion. Tow by two they marched
to the river from the spot where they had dressed, There was always
sore stiring song to accpmpany their slow march to the river,

"Take me to the water to be baptized" was the favorite spiritual for
this occasion,

As in all things, some attended camp meetings for the
opportunity it afforded them to'indnlge in 1l11ic¢it love making,
Othere went to show their finery and there was plﬁhty of it according

tc Lycurgas!® staterent., There seemed to be beautiful clothing, fine

tzams and buggies everywhere- a sort of reaction from the restraint
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upon them in slavery, Many wore clothing they could not afford.

There seemed to be a dseper interest in politice
during these times. Masse meetings, engineered by "carpet baggers"
were often held and largely a.ttendéd, although the father of Edward
did not hold with these activities very much, He often heard the
preacher point out Neéroee who attended the meetings'and attained
pfominence in politics as an example for members of‘hie flock to
follow, He believes he recalls hearing the name of Joseph Gibbs.

| Next to the preacher, the Negro school teacher was
held in greatest respect. Until the year of the "shake® (earthquake
of 1888) there were no Negro school teachers on Saint Johﬁg County
and no school buildings. They attended oclasses at the fort and weie
taught by a white woman who‘had come from -"up nawth® fqr this-pu:-
rose. Edward was able to learh very littie from his'flue bacf’Webster
because his help was needed on the farm, “
| He wés a lover of home, very shy and 4id not ocare
much for courting. He remained with his parents uptil‘their deaths
and did not leave the vicinity for many years. He is'stiil unmarried
and resides at the Clara White Mission, Jacksonville, Florida, where
he receives a small salary for thé‘piddling egbs about the phace that

he,is able to do. ‘ . ¢
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Amanda McCra

- Mrs, MoCray was sitting on her porch crooning softly
to herself and rocking so gently that one might easily have
thought the wind was swaying her chair. Her eyes were closed,
her hands incredibly old and workworn were slowly folding and
unfolding on her lap. |

She listened quietly to the interviewer's request for
sone of the "high lights® of her life and finally exclaimed:
'Chile,why'ny you look among the living fer the high lighte?™

There was nothing resentful in this expression; only
the patient weariness.of one who has Ween dragged through the
boundsries of a yesterday from which he was inseparable and
catapulted into a present with which he has nothing in common,
After being assured that her life story was of reel interess
to some one she warmed up and talked quite freely of the life
and times as they existed in her day.

How old was she? She confessed quite frankly that she

a

never "knowed" her age. She waq«grownup during the Civil War

when she was commandered by Union soldiers dmvading the country

and employed as a cook. Her owner, one Redding Pamell, possessed



Slave Interview : Page 3
Pearl Randolph | FEC 243
Madison, Florida

& hundred or more slaves and was, according to her statement
very kind %o them. It was on his plantation that she was.born.
Amanda McCray is one of several children born to Jacob and Mary
Williams, the latter being blind since Amanda could remember.

Children on the Pamell plantation led & carefree
existence until they were about 13 years of age,when they were
put to light chores like carrying water and food, picking seed
from cotton lint(there were no cotton gins),'and.minding the small-
ér children, They were duly schooled in all the current supersti-
tions and listened to the tales of ghosts and animale that talked
and reasoned, tales common to the Negro today:riittle Mandy believes
to this day that hogs can see the wind and thdt all animals talk
like men on Christmas morning at a certain time.ibhildren wore moles
feet and pearl buttons around their necks to insure easy testhing
and had their legs bathed in a concoction of wasp nest and vinegar
1f they were slow about learning to walk. This was supposed to
strengthen the weak limbs. It was & common occurence to see a child
of two or three years still nursing at the mother's breast. Their
magters encouraged the slaves to do this, thinking it made strong
bones and teeth.

At Christmas time the slave children all trouped

0 "de big house" and stood outside crying "Christmas gift" to their
master and mistress, They were never dissapointed., gifts oonsiéted

m08tly of oandies,'nuta and fruits but there was always some useful
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article of clothing included, something they were not gccuetomed
to having. O%; 1ittle Mandy received a beautiful silk dress from
her young misﬁrese, who knew how much she liked beautiful clothes,
She was a very happy child and loved the dress so much that she
never wore it except on some speciél occasion,

Amanda was trained to be & house servant, learning
to cook and knit from the blind mother who refused to let this
handicap affect her usefulness. She likeJ best to sew the fine
muslins and silks of her mistress, making beautifu 1l hooped dresses
that required eight and ten'yards 0of cloth and sometimes as many
as seven petticéats to enhance their fuilness, '

Hoops for these dresses were made of grape-vines that
were shaped while green and cured in the sun before using. geautiful
imported laces were used to trim the petticoats and pantaloons of
the wealthy.

The Pamell slaves had 5 Negro minister who could hold
services ang time he chose, 80 long as he did not interfere with
the work of the other slaves. He was not obliged to do hard menial
labors and went about the plantation rall dressed up" in a froock
coat and store«bought shoes. He was more than a little conscéous
of this and wae held in awe by thélothers. He often visited neighbor-
ing plantations to hold his services. It was ffom this minister that 
they first heard of the Civil War. He held whispered prayers for the

success of the Unhkon soldiers, not because freedom was so desirable

-
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to thamgbut for other slaves who were treated so cruelly. There
wo8 a praying ground where "the grass never had a chancet terx
grow fer the troubled knees that kept 1t crushed down."

_ Amanda was an exceptionally good cook and so
widespread was this knowledge that the ynfon soldiers employed

her as a cook in thelr camp for a short while. She does not remem=-

"

ver and of their officers and thinks theye¢ were no better nor
worse ihan the others. These soldiers committed no depredations in
her section except to confiscate whatever they wanted in the way
of food and clothing. Some married southern girls,

| Mr, Pamell made ¥and grants to all slaves who
wanted to remain with him; few left, so kind had he been to them

all,
Life went on in much the same manner for Amanda's

fanily except that the children attended school where a white
teacher instructed them from a "blue back Webster." Amanda was a
young woman but she managed to learn to read a little. Later they
had colored teachers who followed much the same routine as the
white® had. They were held in awe by the other Negroes and every
little girl yearned to be a teacher, as this was about the only
professional field open to Negro women at that time,

"After de war Negroes blossomed out with fine
phaetons (buggies) and ceiled houses, and clothes-oh my!™®

Mrs, McCray did not kecp up with the politics of her
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time but remembers hearing about Joe Gibbs, member of the Florida

Legiglature. There was much talk then of Booker T. Washington, and
many thought him a fool for trying to start a school in Alabama for
Negroes. She recalls the Negro post master who ssrved two or three

terms at Madison. She could not give his name,

There have been three widespread "panics®" (de-
pressions) during her iifetime but Mrs. McCray thinks this is the
worst one. During the Civil War, coffee was so dear that meal wss
parched and used as a substitute but now, she remarked,"you can't
hardly git the meal for the bread."

Hexr husband and children are all dead and she
lives with a niece who is no longer young herself. Circumstances
are poor here. The niece eamns her living as laundress and domestic
worker, receiving a very poor wage. Mrs, McCray is now quite in-
firm and almost blind. She scems happisst talking of the past that

was a bit kinder to her.

At present she lives on the northeast corner of
Firgt and Macon Strecets. The postoffice address is # 11, Madiéon,

Fiorida,



BRITERS!' PROJECT ,
Amg?g%(}uide Negro Writers' Unit) 217

?

Madison, Florida

Pearl Randolph Slave Interview
Field Worker November 13, 1936
Complete

REFERENCE

I. Personal interview with Amanda McCray, First and Macon
Streets, Madison, Florids



. FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT - 248
American Guide, (Negro Writers! Unit)
Titusville, Florida

Alfred Farrell Slave Interviews
Field worker September 35, 1936
Complete John A, Simms
1,399 Words kEditor
7 Pages :

Henry Maxwell

"Up from Slavery® miéht well be called this
short biographical sketch of Henry Maxwell, who first
saw the light of day on October 17, 1859 in Lownes
County, Georgia. His mother Ann, was born in Virginia,

and his father Robert, was born in South Carolina. K

Captain Peters, Ann's owner, bought Robert Maxwell from

Charles Howell as a husband for Ann, To this union were

born seven children, two girls- Ellzabeth and Rosetta-

and five boys- Richard, Henry, Simms, Solomon and Sobnie.

After the death of Captain Peters in 1863, Elizabeth and

Richard were sold to the Gaines family. Rosetta and Robert

(the father) were purchased from the Peters!® estate by

Isham Peters, Captain Peters' son, and Henry and Simms were

bought by James Bamburg, husband of Izzy Peters, daughter of

Captain Peters. (Solomon and Sonnie were born after slavery.)
Just a tot when the Civil War gave him and his

people freedom, Maxwell's memories of bondage~-days are vivid

through the experienées related by older Negroes. He relates
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the story of the plantation owner who trained his dogs to

hunt escaped slaves., He had avNegro youth hide in a‘tree some
distance away, and then he turned the pack loose to follow him.
One day he released the bloodhounds too soon, and they soon
overtook the bgy.and.tore him to pieces., When the youth's mother
heard of the atrocity, she burst into tears which were only

silenced by the threats of her owner to set the ddgs on her. .

Maxwell also rel&teé tales of the terrible beatings that the
slaves received for being cabght with a book or»for trying to
TUn away. . |

After the Civil War_ th‘Ma.xwell family /was united
for a short while, and later they drifted apart to go their various
ways., Henry and his parents resided for a’while longer in Lownes
County, and in 1880 they came to Titusville, with the two younger
children, Solomon and Sonnie. Here Henry secured work with a farmer
for whom he worked for $13 e month. In 1894 he purchased a small
orange grove and began to cultivate oranges. Today he owns over
30 acres of orange groves and controls nearly 300 more acres. He
is said to be worth around $350,000 and is Titusville's most in;
fluential and respected colored citizen, He is married but has

no children. (1)
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Titus T, Bynes il¢.L

Titus B, Bynes, affectionately known as "Daddy Bynes",
is reminiscent of Harriet Beecher Stowe's immortal "ﬁncle Tom®
and Joel Chandler Harris' inimitable "Uncle Remus" with his white
beard and hair surrounding a smiling black face. He was born in
November 1846 in what is now Claréndon County, South Carolina.
Both his father, Cuffy, and mother, Diana, belonged to Gabriel
Plowden who owned 75 or 80 slaves and vas noted for his kindness
to them. | B

Bynes' father was a common laborer, and his mother
acted in the capacity'of chambermaid and spinner, They had 12
children, seven boys- Abraham, Tutus, Reese, Lawrence, Thomas, Billie,
and Hamlet- and five girlg- Charity, Chrissy, Fénnie, Charlotte,
and violet. .

| When Titus was five or six years of age he was
given to Plowden's wife who groomed him for the job qf houseboy.
Although he never received any education, Bynes was quick to learn.
He could tell the time of day and could distinguish one newspaper
from another. He recalled an incident which happenéd when he was
about eight years of age which le& him to conceal his precociousness,
One day while writing on the ground, he heard his mistress' little |
daughter tell her mother that he was writing about water. Mistress

Plowden called him and told him that if he were caught writing again

'
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;/£isvright arm would be cut off., From thep on his precociousness

;ﬁzgpished. In regards to religion, Bynes can recall the Sunday
seivices very vividly; and he tells how the Negroes who were
seated in the gallery first heard a sermon by the white minister
and then after these seivices they would gather on the main
floor ahd hear a sermon by & Negro preachér.

Bynes served in the Civil War with his boss,
and he cam remember the regiment camp between Savannah, Georgia
and Charleston, South Carolina. His mistress would not permit
Bynes to accompany his master to Virginia to'join the Hampton
Legion on the grounds that it was too cold for him. And thus
ended his war da&sz After the war he went with his father to
work on the Hodge Plantation., When he was 30 years of age, his
father turned him loose. Young Bynes rented 14 acres of land
from Arthur Harven and began farming.

In 1868 he left South Carolina and came to
Florida. He settled in Enterprise(now Benson Springs), Volusia
County where he worked for J.C. Hayes, a farmer, for one year,
after which he homesteaded. He next became a carpenter and, as
he says himself, * a jack of all trades and & master of none,"
He married shortly after coming.to Florida and is the father of
three sons-"so my wife told me," he adds with a twinkle in his

eyes, His wife is now dead. He was prevailed upon while very ill

to enter the Titusville Poor Farm where he has been for almost
two years. (3) |
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Della Bess Hilyard ("Aunt Bess") We:?

Della Bess Hilyard, or ®"Aunt Bess" as she is better
known, was born in Darlington, South Carolina in 1858, the
daughter of Rosier and Zilphy Hart, slaves of Gus Edwards.

Both her parents were cotton pickers and as a little girl Dells
often went with her parents into the fields. One day she stated
that the Yankees came through South Carolina with knapsacks on
 their shoulders. It wasn't until later that she learned ths
reason,

When asked if she received any educational training,
"Aunt Besd' replied in the negative, but stated that the slaves on
the Edwards plantation were permitted to pick up what education
they could without fear of being molested. No one bothered, how-
ever, to teach them anything.

In regards to religion, "Aunt Bess" said that the
elaves were not told about heaven; they were told to honor their
masters and mistresses and of the damnation which awaited them
for disovedience, |

| After slavery ths Hart family moved to Georgis
where Delle grew into womanhood and at an early age married Caleb
Besd by whom she had two children. After the death of Bess, about
fifteen years ago, "Aunt Begs" moved to Fort Pierce, Florida.
While there she married Lonny Hilyard who brought her to Titusville
where she now resides, a relic of bygone days. _(3) |
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Taylor Gilbert e 4.

Taylor Gilbert was born in Shellman, Georgia,
91 years ago, of a colored mother and a white father,"which is
why I am so white", he adds. He has never beeﬁ known to have
passed for white, however, in spite of the fact that he could
do so without detection; David Ferguson bought Jacob Gilbert from
Dr. Gilbert as a husband for Emily, Taylor's mother. Emily had
nine children, two by a white man, Frances and Taylor, and seven
by Jacob, only three of whom Gilberf‘remembers- Bettie, Rena, and
Annie. Twy of these children were sgnt to school while the others
were obliged to work on the plantation. Emily, the mother, iaa the

Gilbert, a good sized lad when slavery was at its.
height, recalls vividly the cruel lashings and other punishments
meted out t© slaves who discobeyed their master or attempted to run
away. It was the custom of slaves who wished to go from one planta~-
tion to another to0 carry passes in case they were stopped as sus—
pected runaways., FreQuentliy siaves wouid visit witnout benerit of
passes, and as & result some suffered severe torturing. Often the
sons of the slaves! owners would go "nigger hunting® and.nd%hing -
not even murder was too horrible for them to do to slaves caught

without passes. They justified their fiendish acts by saying the

)
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"nigger® tried to run‘away when told to stop.

Gilbert cannot remember when he came to
Tlorida, but he claims tnat it was many years ago. Like the
majority of Negroes after slavery, he becamé a farmer which oc-
lcupation he still pursues, He married once but "my wife got to
.messin' around with another man so I sent her home to her mother.®
He can be found in Mimms, Florida, where he may be seen dally

hobbling around on his cane., (4)
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Ghristing Mitchell

An interesting discription of the slave days
just prior to the War Between the States is given by Christine
ﬁitchell, of Saint Augustine.

Christine was born in slavery at Saint Augustine,
remaining on the plantation until she was about 10 years old.

During her slave dsys ehe knew mény of the slaves
on plantations in the Salnt Augustine vicinity. Several of theee’
plantations, she says, were very large, and some of them had ae
many as 100 slaves.

‘ The ex-slave, who is now 84 years old, recalls that
at least three of the plantations in the vicinity were owned or
operated by Minorcans. 8he says that the Minorcanes were popularly
referred to in the section as "Turnbullts Darkies,” & name they |
apparently resented. This caused many of them, she claime,to
drop or change their names to Spanish or American esurnames.,

Chrietine moved to Fernandina a few years after hex
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freedom, and there lived near the southern tip of Amelia Island,
where Negfo e%%élaves lived in a small seftlement all their own,
this settlement still exists, although many of its former res-
idents are either dead or have moved away.

Christine describes the 1ittle Amelia Island
community as practically self-sustaining, its residents raising
their own food, meats, and other commodities., Fishing was e
favorite vocation with them, and some of them established them-
selves as small merchants of sea foods.

| Several of the families of Amelia Island,
according to the ex-slave, were large ones, aﬁd her own relatives,
the Drummonds, were among the largest of these, |

| Christine Mitchell regards herself as one of the
0ldest remaining ex-slaves in the Saint Lugustine section, aﬁd is
very well known in thé neighborhood of her home at St. Francis

and Oneida Streets,
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AN FX- SLAVE WHO WAS RESOURCEEUL

In a little ’blacksmith shop at 1114 Madison Street, Pae
latka, is a busy little horse-shoer who was born in slavery.
eighty-seven years ago.‘ Lindsey Moore, blacksmith, leakher
tanney, ex-marble shooting champion and a nunber of other
things, represents one of the most resourceful former slaves
yet found in the state. | | |

Hoo:;e was born in 1850 on the plantation of John B.
Overétreet, in Forsythe County, Georgia. He was one of the
six children of Hiza Moore' all of them remained the prop-

erty of Overtree until freed.

" on the Overtree plantation the slave children were
allowed considerable time for play until théir tenth or
twelfth yea.ré; Lindsey took full advantage of this oppor- ‘
tunity and became very skillful at marble-shooting. It was,
here that he first learned to utilize his talents profitably.
'Massa Overtree' discovered the ability of Lindsey and anow
ther urchin to shoot marbles, and began taking them into
town to compete with the little slaves of other owners. There
would be betting on the winners. |

Mr, Overtree won some money in this maLriner, Lindsey

and his companion being consistent winners, But Lindsey
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gaw possibilities other thari the glory of his victories in
this new game; with pennies that some of the‘spectatoré
tossed him he began making small wageri of his owﬁ with his
competbtors, and soon had amassed.ciﬁéte a small pile of sile
ver for those dayse

Al though shoes were unheard-of in Lindsey's youth, he
used to watéh carefully whenever a cow was skinned and its
hide tanned to make shoes for the women and the 'folks in
the big house's Through his attenltion to the tanning operw
ations he 1earned everything about tanning except one soluw
tion that he could not discover. It %Was not until years lam
ter that he learned that the jealously-guarded ingredient
was platn salt and water. DBy the time he had learned it,
however, he had so mastered the t.a.nning operations that he

at once added it to his sources of 1ivelihoode

Lindsey escaped much of the farm work on the Overtree

Place by learning to skillfully assist the ‘women who made
cloth out of the cotton from the fields, He grew very fast
at cleaning 'rods'!, clearing the looms and other op,)erations;'
when, at thirteen, it became time for him to pick cotton
he had become so fast at helping with spinning and weighing
the cotton that others had picked that he almost entirely es
caped the picking himself,

Soap-making was another of the plantation arts thsﬁ
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Lindsey mastered early. His ab:ility‘ to save every possible
';mnce of grease from the meats he cooked sdded many choice
bits of pork to his otherwise meatless fare;‘ he was able
to spend many hours in ‘the shade pouring water over oak
ashes that other young slaves were passing picking cbt‘bon
or hoeing potatoes in the burning sun,

i.indsey's first knowledge of the approach of freedom
came when he heard é. loud brasé band coming do,wn the road
toward the ﬁlantation Playing. & strange, l1ively tune while
a number of soldiers in blue uniforms marched behind. He
ran to the front gate and was ordered to take qharée\of the.
horse of one of the officers in such an abrupt tone until
he 'begin to shaking in my bare feet!!' me're followed much
talk between the officers and Lindsey's mistress, with the
. soldiers finallj going into encampment & short distance away
from the plantation.
‘ The soldiers took command of the spring that was used
for a water supply for the plantation, giﬁng Lindsey ano= |
ther opportunity to make money., He would be sent from the
plantation to. the .Si):ring for water, and on the way back‘
would pass through the camp of the soldiers. These would
be happy to pay a few pennies for a cup of water rather than
take the long hike to the Spring themselves; Lindsey would
‘empty bucket afiter bucket beforé finally returning to the
~plantation. Out of his profits he bought his first pair of

234
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shoes === though nearly a grown man,

The soldiers finally departed, with all but five of
the Oversree slaves joyously trooping behind them. Before
leaving, however, they tore up the railroad and its station,
burning the ties and heating the rails until red then twise
ting them around tree-trunks. Whest fields were traznpled
by their horses, and devastation left on all sides.

Lindsey and his mother were among those who stayed at
the plantation., When freedom became general his father bew
zan farming on a tract that was later turned over to Linde
sey.‘ Lindsey operated the farm for a while, but later dew
sired to learh horseshoeing, and apprenticed himself to a
blacksmith, At the end of three years he had become so pro-
ficient that his former master rewarded him with a fiveedolw
lar bonus for shoeing one hc;rse..

Possessing now the trades of bl acksmi thing, tanning
and weaving-and-sSpinning, Lindsey was tempted to follow some
of his former associates to the North, but was discourasged
from doing so by a few who returned, complaining bitterly
about the unaccustomed cold and the difficulty of making a
living. He moved South instead and settled in the area are
ound Palatka,

He is still in the section, being recognized as an

excellent blacksmith despite his more than four-score years.

232
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Mack Mullen, a former slave who now lives
at 521 W. First Street, Jacksonville, Florida, wﬁe born
in Americus, Geérgia in 1857, eight years before Eman-
'cipafion, on a plantation which oo?ered an area of approx-
imately five miles., Upon this expansive plantation about
200 slaves lived and labored. At its main entrance stood
a large white colonial maneion, ’

In this abode lived Dick Snellings, the
master, and his family. The Snellings plantation pro-
duced cotton, corn, oats, wheat, peanuts, potatoes, cane
and other commodities., The 1ive'stock consisted primarily
of hogs and cattle. There was on the plantation what was
known as a "crib," where oats,corn and wheat were stored,
and a "smoke house" for pork and beef. The slaves received
their rations weekly, it was apportioned according to the
number in.the family,

Mack Mullen's mother was named Ellen and his

father Sam., Ellen was "house woman" and Sam did the black-
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smithing. Ellen personally attended Mrs. Snellings, the
masterfs wife. Mack being quite young did not have any par-
ticular duties assigned to him, but stayed around the Snell-
ings mansion and played. Sometimes "marster" Snellings would
take him on his knee and talk to him, Mack remembers that he
often told him that some day he was going to be & noble man,
He said that he was going to make him the head overseer. He
would often give him candy and money and take him in his buggy

fQI & ridees.

Plantation Life: The slaves lived in cabins
called quarters, which were constructed of lumber and logs.
A white man was their overseer, he assigned the glaves their
respective tasks.<There was also a slave known as a "caller?
He came around to the slave cabins every morning at four
o'clock and blew a "cow-horn" which was the signal for the
slaves to get up and prepare themselves for work in the fields.,

All of them on hearing this horn would arise

and prepare their mealy by six ofclock they were on their way
to the fields. They would work all day, stopping only for a
brief period at midday to eat. Mack Mullens says that some of
the most beautiful spirituals were sung while they labored.

The women wore towels wrapped around their heads

for protection from the sun,and most of them smoked pipes,
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The overseer often took Mack with him astride his horse as he
made his "rounds" to inspect the work being done. About sun-
down, the "cow-horn" of the caller was blown and all hands
stopped work, and made their wé& back to their cabins. One
behind the other they marched singing "I'm gonna wait 'til
Jesus Comes." After arriving at their cabins they would pre- (
pare their meals; after eating they would sometimes gather in .
front of a cabin and daace to the tunes played on the fiddle and
the drum., The popular dance at that time wa.s known as the
"figure dance." At nine p.n. the overseeﬁ;ould come around;
everything was supposed to be quiet at that hour. Some of the
slaves would "turn in" for the night while others would remain
up as long as they wished or as long as they were quiet.

The slaves were sometimes given épecial holidays
and on those days they would give"quiltingppartiegiquilt making)
and dances. These parties were sometimes ﬁeld on %heir own plan-
tation and sometimes on a neighboring cne. Slaves who ordinarily
wanted to visit another plantation had to get a permit from the
master. If they were caught going off the plantation without &
permit, they were severely whipped by fhe "patrolmen" (white men
especially assigned to patrol dufy around the plantation to pre-
vent promiscuous wandering from plantations and "runaways.")

Whipping: There was a white man assigned only

to whip the slaves when they were 1nsubordinat¢; however, they
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were no¥ allowed to whip them too severely as "Marster" Snellings
would not permit it., He would say'a slave .i»:s." of no use to me
beaten to death."

Marriage: When one slave fell in love with
another and wanted to marry they were given a license and the
matrimony was "sealed." There was no marriage ceremony per-
formed. A license was all that was necessarv to be considered
married. In the event that the lovers lived on separate planta-
tions the master of one of themwould buy the other lover or wed-
ded one so that they would be together. When this could not be
arranged they would have to visit one another, but live on their
respective plantations, |

Religion: The slaves had a regular church houee,‘
which was a small size building constructed of boards. Preach-
ing was conducted byha colored minister especially assigned'to
this duty. On Tuesday evenings prayer mesting was held; on Thurs-
day evenings, preaching; and on Sundsfsboth morning and evening ,
preaching, At these services the slaves‘woﬁld "oet hapﬁy" and
shout excitedly. Those desiring to accept Christ were admitted
for baptism. |

Baptism: On baptismal day, the candidates attired
in white robes which they had made, marched down to the river

where they were immersed by the minister. Slaves from neighboring
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plantations would come to witness this sacred ceremony.

Mack Mullen recalls that many times his "marster® on going

to view a baptism took him along in his buggy. It was & happy
éoene, he relates. The slaves would be there in great numbers
scattered about over the banks of the river. Much shouting and
singing went on. Some of the "sgisters" and "brothers" would get

g0 "happv" that they would lose control of themselves and "fall
out."” It was then said that the Holy Ghost had "struck t‘em.®

The other slaves would view this phenomena with awe and reverence,
and walt for them to "come out of it." "Those were happy days

and that was real religion,"™ Mack Mullen said.

/

Education: The slaves were not given any
formal education, however, Mullen's master was not as rigid
as some of the slave-holders in prohibiting the slaves from
legrning to read and write. Mrs, Snellings, the mistress, taught
dack'!s mother to read and write a little, and Mr. Snellings also
taught Mack's father how to read, write and figure. Having learned
a little they would in turn impart their knowledge to their fellow
slaves.

Freedom: Mullen vividly recalls the day that
they heard of their eémancipation; loud reports from guns were heard
echoing through the woods and plantations; after awhile "Yankee"
soldiers came and informed them that they»were free. Mr, Snellings
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showed no resistance and he was not harmed. The slaves on
hearing this good news of freedom burst out in song and
pralses to God; it was a gala day. No work was done for a
week; the time was spent in celebrating. The master told his
slaves that they were free and could go wherever they wanted
to, or they could remain with him if they wished. Most of his
300 slavés refused to leave him because he was considered a
good master

- They were thereafter given individual farms, mules
and farm implements with which to cultivate the land; their for-
mer master got a share out of what was raised. Theee was no
rnore whipping, no more forced labor and hours were less drastic,

Mack Mullen's parents were among those slaves

who reﬁained; they lived there until Mr., Snellings died, and
then moved to Isonvillen, near Americus, Georgia, where his
father opened & black-smith shop, and made enough money to duy
some property. Another child was added toc the family, a girl
named Mariah. By this time Mack had become a ybung man with a
strong desire to travel, so‘he bade his parents farewell and
headed for Tampa, Florida. After living there awhile he came to
Jacksonville, Floridea. At the time of his arrival in Jackson-
ville, Bay Street was paved with blocks and there were no hard

surfaced streets in the city.



Slave Interview Page 7 €)41)
J.M. Johnson FEC ~
Jacksonviile, Florida

He was one of the construction foremen of
the Windsor Hotel., Mack Mullen is tall, grey haired, sharp
featured and of Caucasian strain(his mother was a mulatto)
with a keen mind and an appearance that belies his 75-years,
He laments that he was freed because his master was good to his
slaves; he says"we had everytaing we wanted; never did I think

I'd come to this- got to get relief." (1)
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Louis Napoleon

About three miles from South Jacksonville proper
down the o0ld Saint Augustine Road lives one Louis Napoleon an
ex-slave, born in Tallahassee, Florida about 1857, eight years
prior to Emancipation,

His parents werse Scipio and Edith Napoleon, being
originally owned by Colonel John S, Semmis of Arlington, Florida
and the Floyd family of Saint Marys, Georgila, respectively.

Scipio and Edith were sold to Arthur Randolph, & physi-
cian and large plantation owner of Fort Louis, about five miles
from the capitcl at Tallahassee. On this large plantation that
covered and ares of about eight miles and composed approximately
of 90 slaves 1s where Louis Napoleon first saw the light of day.

Louis' father was known as the wagoner. His duties were
10 haul the commodities raised on the plantation and other things
that required a wagon. His mother Edith, was known as a ®"breeder"
and was kept in tie palatial Randolpﬁ mansion to loom cloth for
the Randolph family and slaves. The cloth was made from the cot-
ton raised on the plantation's fertile fields, As louis was 80

young, he had no particular duties, only to look for hen nests,
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gather eggs and play with the masterts three young boys. There
werd seven children in the Randolph family, three young boys,

two "missy" girls and two grown sons. Louls would go fishing

and hunting with the three younger boys and otherwise engage with
them in their childish pranks.,

He says that his master and mistress were very kind
fe) thé slaves and would never whip them, nor would he allow the
*driver" who was a white man named Barton to do so. Barton lived in
a home especially built for him on the plantation., If the "driver"
whippéd any of tiaem, #11 that was necessary for the slave who had
veen whipped was to report it to the master and the 'drivér“ was
dismissed, as he wag a sélaried man,

Plantation Life, The eslaves lived in log cabins

especially built for them. They were ceiled and arranged inveuoh a
manner as to retain the heat in winter from the large fireplaces con-
structed therein, |
Just before the dawn of day, the slaves were aroused
from their slumber by a loud blast from a cow-horn that was blown by
the "driver"” as & signsl to prepare themselves for the fields., The
rlantation being so expansive, those who had to go a long distance
%o the area where they worked, were taken in wagons, those working
neardy walked. They took their meals along with them and had their
oreakfast and dinner on the fields. An hour was allowed for this pur-

088, The slaves worked while they sang spirituals to break the mo-
1otony of long hous of work. At the setting of the sun, with their
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day's work all done, they returned to their cabins and prepared
their evening's meal. Having fihished tﬁis, the religious among
them would gather at one of the cabin doors and'give thanks tq
God in the form of long supplications and o0ld fashioned songs.
¥any of them being highly emotional would respond in shouts of
hallelujahs sometimes causing the entire grbup $0 become %happy"
¢oncluding in shouting and praise to God. The wicked slaves ex-
pended thelt pent up emotions in song and dance, Gathering at one
of the cabin doors they would sing and dance to the tunes of a fife,
banjo or fiddle that was played by one of their number, Finished
with this diversion they would retire to await the dawn of a new
day which indicated more work, The various plantations had white
men empldyed as "patrols" whose duties were to sece that the sla#es
remained on thelr own plantations, and if they were caught going off
without a permit from the master, they were whipped with & *raw hide"
by the "driver." There was an exception to this rule,however, on
Sundays the religious slaves were allowed to visit other plantations
where religious services were being held without having to go
through the matter of having a permit.

Religion. There was a free colored man who was called
"Father James Page," owned by a :amily of Parkers of Tallahassee, He
was freed by them to go and preach to his own people. He could read
and write and would visit all the plantatiohs in Tallahassee,preach-
ing the gospel. Each plantation would get a visit from him one Sun-
day of each month, The slaves on the Randolph plantation would con-
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gregate in one of the cabins to receive him where he would
read the Bible and preach and sing. Many times the services
were punctiated by much shouting from the "happy ones.® At
these services the sacrament was served to thoée who had ac-
cepted Christ, those who had not, and were willing to accept
Him were recéived and prepared for baptism on th; next visit
of ®"Father Page."
On the day of baptism, the candidates were
attired in long w%ite flowing robes, uhich had been made by
one of the slaves. Amidst singing and piaisee they marched, being
flanked on each side by other believers, to a pond'or lake on the
plantation and after the usual ceresmony they were "ducked" intb
the water., This was & day of much shouting and praying.
Eggcation. The two "missy" girls of the Randolph
family were dutiful each Sunday morning to teach the slaves their
catechism or Sunday School lesson, Aside from this there was no
other trgining.
| The War and Freedom, Mr, Napoleon relates that
the doctor's two oldest sons went to the war with the Confederate
army, also the white "driver," Barton. His place was filled by one
of the slaves, named Peter Parker,
At the closing of the war, word was sent around |
among the slaves that if they heard the report of a gun, it was
the Yankees and that they were free. |
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It was in May, in the middle of the day, cotton and corn
being planted, plowing going on, and slaves busily engaged in their
usual activities, when suddenly the loud report of a gun resounded,
then could be heard the slaves orying almost en-masse,"dems de Yan-
kees." Straightway they dropped the plows, hoes and other farm im-
nlements and hurried to their cabins. They put on their best clothes
"to go see the Yankees." Through the countryside to the town of
Tallahassee they went. The roads were quickly filled with these
happy souls. The streets of Tallahassee were clustered with thess
jubllant people going here and there to get a glimpse of the Yan-
kees, their liberators. Napoleon says it was a joyous and un-forget-
able occasion, ‘
When the Randolph slaves returned to their plantation,
Dr. Randolph told them that they were free, and if they wanted to go
away, they couid, and if not, they could‘remain with him and he
would give them half of what was raised on the farms. Some of them
left, however, some remained, having no place to go, they decided
it was best to remain until the crope ocame off, thus earning enough
to help them in their new venture in home seeking. Those sl;vea who
were too old and not physically able to work, remained on the planta-
tion and were cared for by Dr. Randolph until their death,

Napoleon's father,S8cipio, got a transfer from the -
government to his former master, Colonel Sammis of Arlington, and

there he lived for awhile. He soon got employment with a Mr, Hatee
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of the town and after earning enough money, bought a tract of
land from him there and farmed. There his family lived and in-
creased., Louls being the oldest of the children obtained odd jobs
with the various settlers, among them being Governor Reid‘of
Florida who lived in South Jacksonville., Governor Reid raised
cattle for market and Napoleon's job was to bring them across thé

Saint Johns River on & 1§§ém to Jacksonville, where they were sold. j7
i M

| Louis Napoleon is now aged and infirm, his father
and mother having died many years ago. He now lives with one of
nis younger brothers who has a fair sized orange grove on the soutﬁ
gide of Jacksonville, He retains the proﬁerty that his father first
bought after freedom and on whiéh they lived in Arlington., His halxr
white and he is bent with age and i1l health but his mental facul-
ties are exceptionallj keen for one of his age. He proudly tells
you that his master was good to his "niggers® and cannot recall but
one time that he saw him whip one of them and that when one tried to
run away to the Yankees. Only memories of a kind master in his days

of servitude remain with him as he recalls the dark days of slavery.
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In her own vernacular, Margrett Nickerson was "born to Williem
As Carr, on his plantation near Jackson, Leon County, many years agoe"

When questioned concerning her life on this plentation, she
continues: "Now honey, its been so long ago, I don' 'member ev'ything,
it I will tell you whut I kin as near right as possible; I kin 'member
five uf Marse Carr's chillun; Florida, Susan, 'Lijah, Willie and Tom;
cose Carr never 'lowed us to have a piece uf paper in our hendse"

"Mr., Kilgo was de fust overseer I 'member; I was big enough to
tote meat an' stuff frum de smokehouse to de kitchen and to tote water in
and git wood for granmny to cook de dinner and fur de sucklers who nu'sed
de babies, an' I carried dimmers back to de hands,"

"On dis plantation dere was 'bout a hunnerd head; cookin' was
done in de fireplace in irom pots and de mea}s was plenty of peas, gzreens,
cornbread burnt co'n for coffee - often de marster bought some coffes fur
uss we got water frum de open well, Jes 'fore de big gun fished dey fotched
my pa frum de bay whar he wes makin' salt; he had heerd dem say 'de Yankees
is coming and wuz so gleade"

"Dere wuz rice, cotton, co'n, tater fields to be tended to and
cowhides to be tanned, thresd to be spinned, and thread wuz made into
ropes for plow lines,"

"Ole Marse Carr fed us, but he did not care what an' whar, jes

so you made dat money and when yo' made five end six bales o' cotton, said:
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'Yo! ain don' nuthin',"

"When de big gun fiahed on a Sattidy me and Cabe and Minnie
Howard wuz settin' up co'n fur de plowers to come 'long and put dirt to
'em; Carr read de free papers to us on Sunday and de co'n and cotton had
to be tended to - he tole us he wuz éoin' to gi' us de net proceeds (here‘
she chuckles), what turned out to be de co'n and cotton stalkss Den he
asked dem whut would stey wid him to step off on de right and dem dat wuz
leavin' to step off on de left."

"My pa made sdap frum ashes when clsaning new ground - he took a
hopper to put de ashes in, made a little stool side de house put de ashes
in and po'red water on it to drip; at night after gittin' off frum work
ne'd put in de grease and make de soap - I made it sometime and I make it
now, myself,"

"My step-pa useter make shoes frum cowhides fur de farm han's
on de plantation and fur eve'body on de plantation 'cept ole Marse and
his fambly; dey's wuz diffunt, finee"

"My grandma was Pheobie Austin - my mother wuz name Rachel Jackson
and my pa wus name Edmund Jackson; my mother and uncle Robert and Joe wus
stol' frum Virginia and fetched here. I don' kiow no miggers dab '1isbted
in de war; I don' ‘'member much 'bout de war only when de started talking
'bout drillin' men fur de war, Jos Sanders was a lieutenaent. Marse Carr's
sons, Tom and Willie went to de war,"

"We didn' had no doctors, only de granmies; we mos'ly used
hippecat (ipecac) fur medicine,"

"s4s 1 said, Xilzo wus de fust overseer I ricollec', then Sanders
wuz nex' and Joe Sanders after him; John C. Haywood came in after Sanders

and when de big gun fiahed old man Brockington wus deres I never saw a



nigger sold, but dey carried dem frum our house eand I never seen 'em

no mo',"

s "We had church wid de white preachers and dey tole us to mind

our masters and missus and we would be saved; if not, dey said we wouldn',
Dey never tole us nothin' 'bout Jesuse On Sunday after workin' hard all
de week dey would lay down to sléep and be so tirsd; soon ez yo! git sleep,

de overseer would come an' weke you up an' make you go to churche"

By,//;,—— "When de biz gun fiahed old men Carr had six sacks uf confederate

1
H

i

money whut he wuz carrying wid him to Athens Georgia an' all de time if
any uf us gals whar he wuz an’ ax him 'llarse please gi us some money!
(here she raises her voice to a high, pitiful tone) he says' I aint got
a cent' and right den he would have a chis so full it would take a whol!
passle uv'slaves to move ite He had plenty corp, taters, pum'kins, hogs,

ocows ev'ything, but he didn' gi us nuthin but strong plain close and

lenty to eat; we slept in ole common bedé and my pa made up little cribs
d put hay in dem fur de chillune"

"Now ef you wanted to keep in wid Marster Carr don' drap you
shoes in de field an' leave 'em= he'd beat you; you mus' tote you' shodes
frum one field to de tother, didn' a dog ud be bettern you. He'd say
'Tou gun-haided devil, drappin' you' shoes and eve'thin' over de field'."

"Now jes lis'en, I wanna tell you all I kin, but I wants to tell
it right; wait now, I don' wanna make no mistakes and I don' wanna lie on
nobody- I ain' mad now and I know taint no use to lie, I takin' my time,

I don€ prayed an' got all de malice out o' my heart and I ain' gonna tell

: no lie fer um and I ain' gonna tell no lie on ums I ain' never seed no
i

\
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slaves sold by larster Carr, he wuz allus tellin' me he wuz gonna sell
me but he never did- he sold my pa's fust wife thoughe"
"Dere wuz Uncle George Bull, he could read and write and, chile,

de white folks didn't lek no nigger whut could read and write. Carr's

wife Miss Jane useter teach us Sunday School but she did not 'low us to

tech a book wid us hands. So dey useter jes take uncle George Bull and

beat him fur nothin; dey would beat him end take him to de lake and put
;im on a log and shev him in de lake, but he always swimmed out. When
dey didn' do dat dey would h.seat him tel de blood run outen him and den
trow him in de ditech in de field and kivver him up wid dirt, head and years
and den stick a stick up at his haide I wuz a water toter and had stood
end seen um do him dat way more'n once and I stood and looked at um tel
dey went 'way to de other rows and den I grabbed de dirt ofen him and
he'd bresh de dirt off and say 'tenk yo', git his hoe and go on back to
worke Dey beat him lak dat and he didn' do a thin' to git dat sort uf
treatment." \
"I had a sister name Lytie Holly who didn' stand back on non'
uv em; when dey'd git behin' her, she'd git behin' dem; she wuz dé‘t stubbo'n
and when dey would beat her she wouldn' holier and jes take it and go on.
I got some whuppin's wid strops but I wanter tell you why I am cripple todays
"I had to tote tater vines on my haid, me and Fred' rick and de
han's would be a callin fur em all over de fields but you kmow honey, de
two us us could' git to all uvum at once, 8o Joe Sanders would hurry us
up by beatin' us with strops and sticks and run us all over de fater ridge;

he cripple us both up and den we couldn' git to all uv eme. At night my pa

would try to fix me up cose I had to go back to work nex' deye I never
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walked straight frum dat day to dis' and I have to set here in dis chair
now, but I don' feel mad none nowes I feels good and wents to go to he'!ven=-
I ain' gonna tel no lie on white nor black cose taint no use."

"Some uv de slaves run away, lots uv ume Some would be cot and
when dey ketched em dey put bells on em; fust dey would put a iron ban'
'round dey neck and anuder ome *round de waist and rivet um tegether down
de back; de bell would hang on de ban' round de neck so dat it would ring
when de slave walked end den dey wouldn' git 'way, Some uv dem wore dese
bells three and four mont'n and when dey time wuz up dey would teke em off
'eme Jake Overstreet, George Bull, John Green, Ruben Golder, Jim Bradley
and a hos' uv others wore dem bellse Dis is whutt I know, not whut somebody
else saye. I seer.i dis myself. En missus, when de big gun fiahed, de runerway
slaves comed out de woods frum all directions. We wuz in de field when it
fished, but I 'members dey wuz all very glade"

{"After de war, we worked but we got pay fur ite"

"Ole man Pierce and others would call some kin' of a perlitical
(political) meetin' but I could never understan' whut dey wuz talkin' 'bouts
We didn' had no kin' uv schools and all I knows but dem is dat I sent my
chillums in Leon and Gadsden Counties."

"I had lots uv sisters and brothers but I can't 'member de names
of none by Lytie, Mary, Patsy and Ella; my brothers, is Edmond and Cornelius
Jacksone Corneliws is livin' now somewhere I think but I don' never see him,"

"When de big gun fished I was a young missy totin' cotton to de
scales at de ginhouse; ef de ginhouse wuz close by, you had to tote de cotton
to it, but ef it wuz fur ‘way wagins ud come to de fields ahd weigh it up
and take it to de ginhouse. I was still livin' near Lake Jackson and we went

to Abram Bailey's place near Tallehassee. Carr turned us out without nuthin
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and Bailey gi'd us his hammoc'! and we went dere fur a home. Fust we cut
down saplin's fur we didn' had no house, and took de tops uv pines and put
on de top; den we put dirt on top uv dese saplin's and slep' under dem.
When de rain would come, it would wash all de dirt right down in our face
and we'd hafter buil' us a house all over ag'in. We didn' had no body to
buil! a house fur us, cose pa was gone and me jes had us gals and we cut

de seplin's fer de man who would buil' de house fer uss We live on Bailey's
place a long time and fin'lly buil! us a log cabin and den we went frum dis
cabin to Gadsden County to a place name Concord and dere I stey tel I come
hers 'fore de fiahe" | '

"I had twelve chillun but right now missus, I caen only 'member
dese nemes: Robert, 'Lijah, Edward, Cornelius, Littie, Rachel and Sophie."

"I was converted in Leon Countl;y and after freedom I »do/ined de
Meth2dist church and my membership is now in Mount Zion AM.E. Church in |
Jacksonville, Florida."

"My fust husban was Nelson Walker and de las' one was name Dave
Nickerson. I don' think I was 20 years old when de big gun fished, but I
was more' 17- I reckon I wuz a little olt}er den Flossie May (a niece who
is 17 years of age) is nowe" (1)

Mx;s. Nickerson, aécording to her information must be about 89 or
90 years of age, sees without glasges having never used them; she does not
read or write but speaks in & convincing manner, She has most of her teeth
and a splendid appetite. She spends her time sitting in a wheel-chair sewing
on quilts. She has several quilts that she has pieced, some from very small

scraps which she has cut without the use of any particular patterns
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She has a full head of beautiful snowy white hair end has the
use of her limbs, except her legs, and is able to do most things for
herselfe (2)
She lives with her daughter at 1600 Myrtle Avenue, Jacksonville,

Floridse
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Douglas Parish was born in Monticello, Florida, -
May 7, 1850, to Charles and Fannie Parish, slaves of Jim
Parish. Fannie had been bought f?om 8 family by the name of
Palmer to be afbreeder”, that 1§;a bearer of strong children
who could bring high prices at tﬁe slave markets, A "breeder®
always fared better than the majority of female slaves, and
Fannie Parish was no exception, All she had to do was raise
children. Charles Parish labored in the cotton fields, the
chief product of the Parish plantation,

As a small boy Douglas used to spend his time shoot-
ing marbles, playing ball, racing and wrestling with the other
boys, The.marblee were made from lumps of clay hardened in the
fireplace. He was & veyy good runner, and as it was & custoh in
those days for one plantation owner to match his ®*nigger® against
that of his neighbor, he was a favorite with Parish because he
seldom failed to win the race. Parish trained his runners by hav-
ing them race to the boundary of his plantation and back again.'He
would reward the winner with a jack-knife or a bag of marbles.

Just to be first was an honor in itself, for the fast-
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est runner represented his master in the Fourth of July
races when runners from all over the county competed for top
honors, and thé winner earned a bag of silver for his master.
If Parish didn't win the prize, ﬁe was hard to get along with
for several days, but gradually he would accept his defeat with
regolution, Prizes in less important races ranged from: & pair
of fighting cocks to a slave, depending upon the seriousness of
the betting.

Douglas' first job was picking cotton seed
from the cotton. When he was about 13 years of age, he became
the stable boy, and soon learned about the care and grooming of
horses from an old slave who had charge of the Parish stables.
e was also required to keep the buggies, surreys, and spring-
wagons clean, The buggies were light four-wheeled carriages drawn
by one horse, The surreys were covered four—wheeled carriages, open
at the sides, but having curtains that may be rolled down. He liked
this job very much because it gave him an opportunity to ride on the
horses, the desire of all the boys on the plantation, They had to
bs content with chopping wood, running errands, cleaning up the
blantation, and similar tasks. Because of his knowledge of horses,
Douglas was permitted to travel to the coast with his boss and
other slaves for the purpose of securing salt from the sea water.
It was cheaper to secure salt by this method than it was to purchase

it otherwiss,
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Life in slavery was not all bad, according %o

Douglas, Parish fed his slaves well, gave them comfortable
quarters in which to live, looked after them when they'were sick,
and worked them very moderately., The food was cooked in the fire-
place in large iron pots, pans and ovens, The slaves had greens,
potatoes, corn, rice, meat, peas, and corn bread‘to eat. Occasion-
ally the corn bread was replaced by flour bread. The slaves drank
an imitation coffee made from.parched corn or meal. Since there
was no ice to preserve the left-over food, only enough for each
meal was prepared, |

Parish seldom punished his slaves, and never did he
permit his overseer to do 0. If the siaves failed to do their
work, they were reported to him. He would warn them and show his
black whip which was usually sufficient. He had seen overscers
beat slaves to death, and he did not want t0 risk losing the money
he had invested in his. After his death, his son managed the plan-
tation in much the same manner as his fatﬁér. |

 But the war was destined to make the Parishes lose

all their slaves by giving them their freedom. Even though they |
were free to go, many-of the slaves elected to remain with théi:
mistreas who h#d always been kind to them, The war swept away much
of the money which her husband had left her; and although éhe
would liked to have kept all of her slaves, she found it impossible
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to do so. She allowed the real old slaves to remain on the prem-
iges and kept a few of the younger ones to work about the plan=-
tation, Douglas and his parents were among those who remained on
the plantation. His father was a skilled bricé%)ayer and carpenter,
and he was employed to make repairs to the property. His mother
cooked for the Parishes.

Many of the Negroes migrated North, and they wrote
back stories of the "new country" where *de white folks let you
do jes as you pleaee;"These stof%es influenced a great nunmber of
other Negroes to go North and begén life énew as servants, walters,
laborers and ocooks.The Negroes who reiﬁined in the South were forced
to make their own living. At the end of the war, foods and commodi-
ties had gone up to prices that were impossible for the Negro to pay.
Haxm, for example, cost 40¢ and 50¢ a pound; lard was 35¢; ooyﬁgg was
two dollare a bushel. | o |

- wmmwmwunﬁaﬁgias'- father taught him all that he knew about

carpentry and biicﬁ?laying, and the two were in demand to repair,
remodel, or bulld houses for the white people., Although he never
attended school, Charles Parish could caloulate very rapidly the
number of bricks that it would take to build a house. After the es-
tablishing of schoole by the Freedmen's Bureesu, Douglas! father
made him go, but he did not like the oonfinement of school and soon
dropped out. The teachers for the most part,were whits, who were

concerned only with teaching the ex-slaves reading, writing, and
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arithmetic. The few colored teachers went into the community

in an effort to elevate the standards of living. They went in®o
the churches where they were certain to reach the greatest number
of people and spoke to thgfbf their mission, The ﬁegro,teachers
were cordially received bf the ex-slaves who were glad to welcome
some "Yankee niggers' into their midst,

Whereas the white teachers did not bother
with the Negroes except in the classroom, other white men came whou
showed a decided interest in them. They were called "carpet-
baggers® becaunse of the type of traveling bag which they ﬁsu&lly
scarried, and this term later became synonymous with *political
adventurer,®" These men sought to advance their political achemes
by getting the Negroeé to vote for certain men who would be'favor-
able to them. Thekgought the Negro votes or put a Negro in some
unimportant office to obtain the goodwil of the ex-slaves, They
used the ignorant colored minister to further their plans, and he
was their willing tool. The Negro's unwise use of his ballot
plunged the South further and furtper into debt and as a result
the South was compelled to restrict his privileges.
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George Pretty of Verp Beach and Gifford, Florlda,
was born 2 free kan, at Altoona, Pennsylvanla, January 30,1853,
His father Igaac Pretty was Qlio free born., His materbal grand-
father Aleo MoCoy and his paternél grand-father George Pretty
were born slaves who lived in the southern part ¢* Pannaylvania.

Hz does not kmw how hia father came to be born free
but knows that hs was told that from early childhood.

In Altoona, according to George, there were no slaves
during his life there but in southern Pennsylvania elavery existed
for a time. His grand-parents moved from southern Pennsylvania
during slavery but. whether the& bought their freedom or ran away
from their nasters was never known to George. | |

As in most of tie southland, the customs of the Négro
in Altoona abounded in superstition and ignorance. They had about
the sare beilefs and looked upon life with about the samé degree
of intelilligence as Negroes in the south,

The north being much colder than the south naturlgiy had
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long ago used coal for fuel., Open grates were used for cooking
just as open fireplaces were used in the svuth; Iron skillets or
spiders as they called them, were used for cookihg many foods,
meats, vegetavles, piles puddings and even cakes were baked over
the firé.

The old famiilar, oftern referred to as
southern ash éake, was cooked on the hearth under the ¢rate,
right in Altoona, Pennsylvania, The north because of its rapidv
advance in the use of modern ways of cooking and doing many‘othara:
things has been thought by many people to have escaped the crude
methods of cdoking, but not so., George told how a piece of thick
paper was plaged on the hearth under the grate and corn dough put
upon it to bake. Hot ashes were raked over it and it was left to
cook and brown., When it had remained a long enough time, the ashes
#cre shaken off, the cake brushed clean with a cloth and no grit
was encountered when it was eaten,

Isgaac Pretty, George's father owned a large
harneds shop at Altoona and made and sold hundreds of dollars worsh
of saddlies and harness to both northern and southern plantation
owners. (1)

There was & constant going and coming of
northern and southern ownere; southern ones seeking places to buy

irplerents for farming and other inventions as well as trying to
locate runaway slaves,
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Abolitioniets were active in the north and there'
w-r8 thoae who agsisted slzves across the boundary lines between
free aﬂd slave states.

who
Regroes in the north were free and had 1ntell&gencc

enough saw the gravity in aas;;:;ng thelr slave brothers in the
south, Some risked their lives in spreading propaganda whieh they
thought would aid the enslaved Negzoes in beooging Iree,

In and around Altoona, Negroes were very progressive
and appreciated their freedom, and had a gremt]dsal of sympathy
for their fellows and did all they could to demonstrate their at=
titude toward the slave traffie. Money was solicited and freely
ziven to help abelitienilta apxaad‘prcpaganﬁa‘about freodom.

It is striking to note the similarity of living condi-
tions in.Penneylvania and Georgia, Florida and th0~caxelings.AEx-
slaves who live in Florida now but who came here since the Eman-
cipation of tne Negro $2ll of living conditions éf tﬁciz respective
states; they are very similar to the modes of living in Altoona,
during slavery, (3) |

Soap was made from greise and lye just as it was rmade
in the south, Shin-plastex(paper money similar to greem back, which
rapresented amounts less than a dollér) were vary'pienﬁifui ané‘after
tiie ¢ivil War confederats money of all kinds was as ne aush trash,

Food atuffa which ware raised on the farm a% Altaen& wore:

corn, peanuts, white,potatoes and.peaﬁ. Engngh peas w#ze xaisea to
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feed the stock and take carc of the family for 13 months,
Potatoas were raised in largs quantities and fater tley were

dug they wefe banked for the winter. By banked, it is meant,
large holes were dug in the csllar.of the house or undexr the
nouse or inside of an outhouss; pine straw was pnt into this pit
and t"e potatoes piled in; worc siraw wase laid on and more po-
tatoes piled in until all were in the pit, Dirt waa shovsled over
the lot and it was left until for using thegy. Forthern people
used and 8till use a large amount of nhite,oratrish potatoes,

In ouring hides of cows for making leather the same
=ethod was smployed as that used in the south. Hides were first
azlted and water was poured over them. They wers ocversd with dirt
and lgft to soak a few days; A solution of red ocak bark was made ‘
by soaking the bark in water and this solution was voured over the
iiides. After 1t soaked a few days te hair was scrioped off with a
3tiff brush and when it dried leather was rsady for making shoes
and harness,

George’s father dealt extensively in leather and
when he could not get encugh ocured himeslf, he bought of etheii
who could supply him, | o

Now George's mot .er was very handy at the spinning

wheel and loom., He remembers how the bunch of cotton was combed in

rrsparation for spinning, Cards with teeth were arranged on the
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spirming wheel-and the mass of cotton was combed through it

50 aéparate it into fibers. The fibers were rolled batween the
“incers and then put upon the spinning wheel to be spun inte
tLread. As 1t was spun, 1t was wound upon spools. After the spools
wie filled {hey were taken off and put on the loom. Threads were
strung acres: the loom soms above others and the ahﬁttlo running
pack and forth through the threads would make cloth, All that was
done by hand power, A person working at the loom regulﬁxly soon be=
g ¢ proficient and George's mother was one who bore the name 6f
heing a very good weaver of cléth. Most éf the clothes tﬁa family

Fore were home spun,

Underwear and sleeping garments were made of the
natural colored homespun cloth, When colored cloth wae wanted a dye
was made to dip them in so aé to get the desired colﬁ:; Dyes were
ma&e by soaking red oak bazk in water. Anbther was made of elder
perries and when a real blood red was dosiréd polk berries were
used, Polk berried made a blood red dye and was considered very
oeautiful, ¥Walnut hullsg weré used to make brown dye and it was last-
ing in its effects,

In making dye hold its golor, the ¢loth and dye were
boiled together. After it had *taken® well, the oloth was removed
from the dye and rimsed well, the rinse water was salted so ag to
sct the color, |

Tubs for washing clothes and bathing purposes were
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mads of wood, Some were made from barrels out in tew parts.
In cutting a etay wai left longer on egch.sida and hﬂiua were
cut length wise in it so there would be suffigient room fer all
of the fingers to fit., That was for lifting the tub about.
| A very interesting side of George's 1ife waas do-
pioted in his statement of the langqvity of his 1naoeuﬁe;g Fe
may call Lt ignorance but it seems t0 be nexe‘innaaqaac when oomw-
pared t0 the incident of Adam and Eve as t0ld in tha-ﬂbiy Bib;a.
in the book of Genesis. He was 33 years of =ge before he knew he
was & grown man, Or how 11!& was giﬁaﬁ hnmans; In pla&n'gards‘ha
d1d not know where bables came from, nor how they were bred.

Whenever George's mother was expecting to be ‘confined
with a baby's birth, his fathar would say te'all the children to-
cether, large and-amall alike," your mother has gone to Rew York,
Balﬁimore, Buffalo® or any place he would think of at the time. There
wag an urstairs room in their home and she uauld stay there six weeka.
She would go up as soon as signs of the coming ahild'waula present
themselves. A midwife came, eoaked.three meals a day, fed the ochild-
ran ‘and helped keep the plaae in order.

In older timea people taught their ohiléran to respect

¢lder persons, They obéyed everyone older than thanaaivts. The large

children were just as obedlent as the small ones ee thaﬁ it was not

hard to maint&in'geaea and e&&er within amg gﬁua .
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The midwife in this case simply told all of the
children that she did not want any of them to go upstairs, as
she had important papers spread out all over the floor and did
rot want them disturbsd., No questions were asked, ahs.waa obeyed,

George does not remember having heard a single

pa.by ory the whole time t ey were being'born in that upper room,
and he said many a baby was born there. Decorum reigned throughout
the household for six.weeké or until their mother was ready to
come down, %¥hen the time was up for mother to come down, his
father would casually say, ®"children your ma is coming home today
and what do you recon, someone hés given her another baby.® The
children would say, 2lmost in concert,®what you say pa, is it a
boy or girl?® He would tell them which it was and nothing more was
sald nor any further injuiry made into the happening.

The term "broke ner leg" was used to convey the meaning
0f pregnancy. Geor:e relatca how his  other told him and his sis-
ter not to have any thing more to do with 'ary Jones,'cause she
iione broke her leg." George said "Ma taint nothin ma;ter wid Mary;
I see her every day when the bell rings for 13; she works across
the street from Pafs ~hop and she and me s:ts on thé steps and
talke till time fur her 10 go baok to work." His mother said,"dont
spute me George, 1 know she is broké her leg and I want yall to

stay way frum her," George said,"Ma I aint sputing you, jes some-
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body done misinform you dats all., She aint got no broke leg,
she walks as good as me,® His mother said "then I'm a lie."
George quiokly replied,”no ma, you aint no 1lie, put somebody |
done toid you wrong,"

Nothing wae sald further on the question of
"ary Jonea until that same evening when Isaac Pretty came home
from the shop. The mother“took him aside and told him of how she
had been disputed and calied a lie by Geoxge ard added that she
wanted George whipped for it,

"Come here Georxge," came a gommanding voice
ahortly after the mother ard father had been in oonfarenos. George
obeyed arnd his father took him apart from t'ie family and locked
himself and George in a room, He aaiq ®George I know I haven't
done right by not telling you, you are grown, You are 33 years old
now and I want %o tell you some things you should know,® George
wag all eyes and ears, for he had been told when previously asked
how old he was, "I'll tell you when you get grown.® That was all
he had heard from his parents for years and he was juat walting for
him to tell him, His father told him how babies were born and about
his mother confining herself in the upper room all the different
times when she expected babies. He told him that his mother had
never been ocut of town to Bostom or Baltirore on any of the past
ocoasions. In fact he told George all he knew to tell him,

Now the atartling thing about 1t all is that
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when he had finished giving the information about babies le
said, "Now George‘your'bethar told me that you called her & lie
today.® George at once said,"Pa I didn't call her-& lie, 1 jes
told someone had.misinfbrm her 'bout Mary, that she aint got
her leg broke csuse I aee her every day." His father said"l know
tadint right to whip you fur that George but your Ma sald she
wanted me to whip you and I'1]l have to do it.* That settled it,
Goorge reosived hle first lesson in sex and received the last
floguing his fathexr ever gave him, He wae now grown and could take
his place as a man.,

Afterwards the mother took all her daughters aside
snd told ther the csame as Ieaas had tolg Gcorge.(fhat is she told
tne grown girls about sex life.)

Geoorge and his older sister talked the whole plan
ovex after they got & chance and decided that since they were now
isromwn, they did not have to cive thelr earnings to their parente

v ionger. They decidsd to move inte one of fhoir father's houses
¢r: the place and furnieh #% up. They were making right good money
considering the times related George, and with both of them pulling
ftogether they soon would have sufficient money saved up to buy a
piece of land and start out on & plot of ground of their own.
Gaorgeﬂtold his father their plans. His father asked

oW much money he had. He told him 300 dollars or more. His father
said,"you've saved 300 dollars out of what I've allowed youiB
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Caorze answered in the affirmative, His father sald,®do yeu
kxnow how far that will gﬂ" Ma said he am not, niu fath“
snawgred, "Nt far my oy.* !

| A fev days umr the w:mmmttm, !m Pretey |
furniehed one of his housse ﬂth the meewy m&m&t and .mt
Goorpe and his a&suez 1ive tmm They had their ewn bed~rocms
snd ghch hwght some fwﬁ. ™he girl and George %th socked the
weale and did the mein %!a&ng thﬂ: M get mt t@ ﬁﬁ, ictﬂng mthing
atend in the way of thelr progress,

When a few monthe had passed both shuamn M W
iated a nice 'm of monay, Guoxge was pwm&d to marry and taka gare .
of v wife., His siaterx, Eiia&,'she lived with him had paved alg&ﬁﬁ as
vauch mn%ai snd when she mxriaé she wae an aﬁsasat te j&é’:s man ax hey
choloe xath@z ﬂzm Y zmbilitys o
mwgs m close wam% wuh na.fure is his early .
1ife, The olose sontact with his m#m for 33 yssrs hed done somew
tiing for George wiieh was lasting s well as bemeficlel, She was &
close adhexent to nature. Sho believed in and knew the roots and
horbs which eured bodlly ailmemts, This wns handed down to her child~
ren and Mrgu Pretty e:naim to xmw every wﬂ and be in ﬁim m,
Ho can identify each ns thay ars prmwa 0 m &n he, |
, Dosters um never used vy the axﬂmy z‘ma.‘&y vhen

T:01ge was growing wp and urtag ns aw st A1t ;_;1;*;;-*;;“ e mm
in to sew up & ewt plage whigh was 08 sugh fox hane tzeatwent,
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was also called in to probe for & bullet but for fever or colds
cr even child-birth h¢ u&a‘cbnaidsred anvunneceﬁsary expense.
Herbs and roots were widely uti;izad in olden
asys and during slavery and early reconstruction., The old slave
has brought his praotices to tﬁia era and he is often found gather-
ing and using them upon his friends and neighbora.

George Pretty knows that biack snake roct is good
for blood trouble for he has used it on many a person with safety
and surety. Basafras tea is good for colds; golden rod tea for |
fever; fig ieaves for t .rash; red oak bark for douche; siippery
2im for fever and female complaint(when bark is inserted in t e
vagina,); catnip tea is good for new born habieé; sage tea ic good
for painful mensiruation or aiackenad'flow; fig leaves Lruiscd aﬁd
appdied to the forchead for fever are very effeotive; they are alseo
good to draw boils to a head; okra blossoms whenm dried are good for
sores (t2e idried blossoms are soaked in water and applied to the
sore and bound with clean.old»iinen c¢i0th); red shank is gcod for
& number of diseases; missing .ink root is for colde and asthma,
neorge said this is & sure cure for asthma, Fever grase is a pure
cative when taken in the form of a tea., The blades ars steeped in
hot water and a taa nade. Fever grass is a wide blade grass growing
stralghter than most grass. It has o blue flower and is found groﬁing
wild around many places in Florida. It is plentiful in certain parts
of Palatka, Florida.



. ‘ 1> o’
Nexro Folk Lore and Customs Page 13 74
Viols B, Muse | FEC ' ,
Palatka, Florida

Riding vehicles in early days were called bursies. The
first one George remembers was tne go cart. It had two whocls and
was without a top., Only two people could ride in a go cart. The
equilibrium was kept by buckling the harneéa over and under the
horse's belly. The strap which ran unde. the belly was gallad the
p3ily girt. There wnas a side strap which ran along the horse's
side and the belly girt was faatenéd to this, Loops were put to
vantage pointes on the side strap and through these the shufts of
the sart were run, The strap going wnder and over the horss kept
the oart from going too far forward or backward.,

During George's early l1ire plows locked very much like
t ey do today. They had wooden handles but the part which turaned the
cround was méde of point iron,(he could not desaribe point iron.)
Piows were rot made of cast iron or stesel as they are today.

Two kinds of plows were used so far as George remembers.
One was ocalled the ékocter plow and the othexr the turn plow. The
askooter plow he describes as one which broke the ground up whioch
had peen previously planted. When the carth neesded loosening up to
#ake more fit for planting, this plow was used over the earth, leaving
1t rather smooth and light. The turn plow was ussd to turn the ground
corpietecly over. Phere grass and weeds had'grown, ths aarth.needed
‘urning over so as to thoroughly uproot'the weeds and crass, The

sround was usually left a while so that the weeds oould die and rot
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and then men with hoss would g0 over the ground and make it
rendy for planting. | '

When frecdom oame to Negroes in the slave ter-
ritory, George remembers i at Shiznan's aimy drilled a long time
after the Civil War had ended. He saw them right 1n.?cnnsy&vania.
Ho wes much impressed with their blue suits and brass buttons and
which fitted therm 80 well.-Sch of the men wore suits wi%h’bxﬁid'
on them and they supposedly were the ocifigers of the outiis,

Nerro snd white men were in the same ‘companies he oav'aad.all wsre~»
manly and walking proudly. ' |

 As George wag fifteen years of'agg when freedom
same mush of which he related happened after Beanoipation, Hé
being out of the slave territory did not have as much centact with
the glavee, but he lived around hls grand parents whe had becn
sluves in ths southern vart of the state, Aftex siavery they moved
up o Altaehﬁ.with Geoxge's perents and brought wush in the way of
customs to Geoxgea , , A

| Grandfathexr MeCoy and also grandfather Pretty told

of many experiences that they went through duzing their enslavement.
Tre “e'To and white over-seer was much in svidence down there and
boving and avélli.ng" of ghildren from their wnnﬁ, .ﬁam.é. ta have
left & sad memory with George. |

Isaac Pretiyts tmnily was laxge, He h&& aovua girls
and seven boys, George being the oldest. Geozge Temenbers how his
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heart would ache when his grandfather told eof the ahilﬁran *ho
were terﬁ from their mothexrts ekists and sold, never %o sse their
parents again. He went inte deep thoughs ovex how he aould_have '
hated to have been separated from his mother and father to say nothing
of leaving his brothers and sietera* They were brought up to love
%aah other and the thmig}zt of breaking the family ties geened o him
very eruel, - |
When Gcarga ve.s told that he was grown as Iarmerly reu
iated, he as‘nd his money and when the great Q&rth qaaka in Charles-
ton occured he went down tiiere to see what it had done %7 the piaae.
3efors that tine in 1883 he remembexed having seen the first bleok
of 1cs. waen he got there, tne Charleston people had be&n making 1ee
for a few ya&rs. It was about that time that George saw the first
rair af ‘bed springs. |
gé Geoxge remained in Pennsylvania and other aﬁatas fox-
ther nﬁgﬁhgiar a long time a:ter freedom, Hipe ftrat trip 0 Florida
ae made in 2893. He came diract tiom Altoona, ‘Ps'nnaylvania,wit}a a
aité mﬁ'#}ww name he has forgzottem as he did not remain in the
mants empl@y vary leng at'm reaching the state.

Bince that time ha has farmed in and around diffcmnt
purks of Palatka 'm# now he ruim at Vaxro Bawh and Giffara, Flarma.
He mﬁkea regular tripe to Pal&tkg, haing &s much at h@&a‘thcxl 8 in
the @ities on the East Coast,
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Geoxge says that he has never had a doctor attend him in
iis 1ife, neither while he was in Altoona, nor since he has been
in Florida. He oclaima to be abie to 1ldentify any root or herb that
grows in the woode in the State of Florida having studied them
conatantly sinoe hise arrival here. Before coming to thia state
he knew all the roots and herbs around Altoona a~d i1s still acquaint-
ed #ith them as he makee recgular visits there, since he moved awaj
45 years ago. (1) .

George Pretty is a durk complexioned man; about five feet
thregginchap in heighth} weighe abouthlﬁs pounds and looks to be
wuch younger than he is., When asked how he had wmaintained his youth,
he zxld that living close te naturé had done it together with hiﬁ.
»acner of living, He doea not diesipate, neither does he drink
strong dyink. He is a renmdy informant., Having heard that enly in-
fermation of slavery waa wanted, ha_taluntaered inforwation without

any formality or urging on the p:rt of the writer. (1) (3)
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- Anna Scett, an ,ex-'sl ave who now lives in J acksonville near

the interseciion of Moncrief and Edgeweed Avenues, was a member of

one of the first coloni.za.tion groups that went to the Vest coast

v

of Africa following the emancipation of the slaves in this counw
LTV o |
Th.e fomer slave was born at Dive cxty, Scmth Carolina., on
Jan. 28, 1846, of a half-breed Cherokee-ﬁndnlcgm mthcgaanﬂ.em
gl 0= Saxon father. Her father owned the plantatien adjoining that

of her master.

When she reached ,the' adol.escent agé Anna was placed under the
direct care of her mistress, by whem she was given direct charge
of the diningeroom and entrusted with the keys to the piﬁovi'siohs

and supplies of the household.

A kiddred love grew between the slave girl and her mi stress;
she recalls that everywhere her mistress went she.was taken al=-
s0. She was kept in 'the big house'. She was not given any edu~

cation, though, as some of the 'slaves on nearbty pl antations were. ,
B . . ! .

Religion was not denied to the iormer slave and her fellows.
lrs. Abigail Deovey her'ovmez;. permitted the slaves to atténd rew

vival and other 'ger;v‘ic.es. The slaves were allowed to ocoupy the
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bal cony of the church in Dove City, while the whites occupied the
main floor. The sla.ves wers forbidden to sing, talk, or make any’

other sound, however, under penal ty of severe beatings.
f v

-

\

Those of the slaves who 'felt the sperrit! during a service
must keep silence until a.fter the service, when they could "tell it
to the deacon'!, a colored man vih.o would listen to the confessions
or professions of religion of the slaves uhtil 1afe into the night.
The Negro deacon would relay his converts to the white minister of
the church, who would meet them 1;1 the vestry room at some specis

fied time,

Some of the questions that would be asked at these meetings
in the vestry room would be: |

"What did you come up here for?"

"Becaquse I got religion®, |

"How db you know you got religion?®

“Because I knoiv my sins are fcrgifl_";

"How do you knvow your sins are .forgiven?"

"Because I love Jesus and I love eve'rybo'dy“c

"Do you wantv to be "baptized?“

"Yes sir." |

"Why do you want to be bapt:.zed?"

#Cause it will make me like Jesus wants me to be".

When several persons were 'ready', there would be a bgptism .
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in a nearby creek or river. After thiz g; ‘slaves would be permitted
to hold occasional se'rvi.ves of ‘their.awn in the log house -that iai
somestimaluaed as a school, . 4

Mra. Scotf rémeﬁbera vividly the joy that she felt;and o ther .
slaves expressed when first news of their emancipation was brought
to thems Both she and her mistress were fearful, she says; her
mistress because' she did not know whé.f »éi:e would do ;vitheﬂt.h'er
slaves, and Anns because she thought the Union soldiers would harm
Mrs. Dhve. hwhen the éhief officer of the Soldieré came té the
home of her mistfess. ghe says, he demaxide;i‘ entrance in a grﬁff
voice, Then he saw a ring upon Mré. Dove's finger and asked:
"Where did you ge£ this?® When told that the ring belionged to her
husband, vho was lde‘ad, t’he officer turned (*[co his soldiers and told
them that they should; 'get back; she's alright!” | .'

Provisions intended for the Confederate armies were broken
open by the Union soldiéi'g and their féllowers, and Anna's mothex,
to protect her master, organized groups of slaves to 'tote the meat
from the box cars and hide it in dugouts under the mistress' house!,
This meat was lster divided between Negroes and whitess .

A Provost Judge followed the advance of the army, and he
obtained a 1iet of all of the slaves held by each master. MNre.
Dove gave her lis't; to the official, who called each slave by name
and asked what that slave had done on the plantation. He asked,
also, whether any payment had been made to them since the Bmanci

pPation Proclamation had been signed, and when answered in the negs
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atz.ve teld then that 'You are free now a.na must be paid for au

of the work you hs.ve deno sinee the Pmclamation was s:l.gncd and

that you wi:l.l do in the future. Ben't you work for any‘aedy withput
payte - | | .,
The Pre'vo‘at.' Judge 'aiso told the glaves that they might le:«ve

if they 1:&9(1, a.nd Anna was among ’chose whu left, sche went ta ‘visat,
the husband or her methar in charlestsn. With her mether and Tive

-

other children, Anna crossed rivers on log raﬂs and rode on tra:l.nt
4to Charleston. - \ - | | |
' R ias Kmrord was Anna's stepnfather in Gha.rlerten, and after

spending a year there with him the entire fmify Joined a coloniw
zing emedition te West Africa. merc were 650 in the ezpediuen,
and it 1eft in 1867, Transportatien was free. , |

The trip took several weeks, but finally the small ship iane
ded at Brsad Bassa, Mumford did not like the place, however, and
continuod on to Monrovia, Liberia, He did not like l‘onrovia.
either, and tried Beveral ether ports before baing told that ) 1e
would have to get eff, anyways This was at Harper Cape, W. Afrios

Here he Mst‘imdiatoly began' an industry that was to
prove luerative, Gyateré were ‘iarga‘gs sauc_ers‘. acceording te
Anna, and while the ;r’muy- gathered'theso he would durn them and
extract 1ime from them. This he mixed with the mative clay und
'made brick. In addition to his brﬁek-making Nunford out treos for
lumber, and \‘vith. Bis own brick and hmhr would cennr@ut heuses
and structures, One such struecture brought him §1100,00,.
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Ano ther manner in which nrmrm:d. added to his greving vealth :

was through the eashing of checka for the Iisaionarj.ea of tho ua«-

tione ercunarily they woald have to send these back to the Bni-
ted States to be cashed, and when he offered to ea.sh then - at
'

a dxscount e they eagerly u::uized the eppertunity to savo 'eines

this was a convenience for taem and more wesl th fer Kmferd.

e

Anna found other things bendea h@piness in her eight years
in Africae There were death, sickness, and pestilenees. %ﬂ menn
tions gmong th‘e latter the African ants, some of whio;;h reg'qhgd :
huge proportions. Most dresded were the Mission ants,whibhim :
fested every house, building and structure. Semtimesbaudings °
hed to be birned to get rid of them, The bite of these .ants was
so serious that after si‘xty years Ama still’ exhibits él aées on
her feet where the ants left their indelible traces, Amether of
the ant pests was the Driver ant, so large, pewerful aad stubbern
that even badies of water did not step them, mey woala Jein theme
selves together above the surface of the water and serve .as,.b._r:.a»
cﬂ.,fdr the passage of the othor'axiﬁa. The B,rivbi‘ ants mve& in
swarms and their spproach f:ould e aeen' ﬁt 'grgstj distances. Waen
they were seen to be coming toward a settleaient the natiieé would
close their doors and windon and build fires around thoir hmea ?
to avoid them, These ﬁre.s had to. ve kept bnrniag for weoxh

Eight and more peraem died a dq from tho African tewr dom
ring the early eo:lenizatioa atte'mpta; thru ar thne in' mzﬂ-

fanily alons were victm at it. It m
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if a victim of the fever became wet by dew he was sure to. die‘ Sl

After eight years ¥umford and the r’emaiﬁder of his tamily
returned to Aneriea, where the accrued eheeks he posaessed :E'er eaah-f"
ing made him ,:easonably weal thy. Anne ma.rried Robert Seett and

moved to J aek.son,,vill}e,' where she has lived since.

At ninety-one she still eccupies the 1ittle farm on the e'ah

skirts of Jacksonville that was purchssed with the money 1eft te

her out of her mother's inheritance (frem the’ African transactieng- “
of Mumford) ‘and Rebé'rt's poﬁ-alave‘ry " savings, and im fron's: of her
pzcturesque 1itt1e cottage spins ya.rns for the neighbers of her

early experiences.
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In Chaseville, Florida, about twelve mileg

from Jacksonville on thé south side of the Saint Johns
River lives william,sherman(locally pronounced Schumann,)
a former alqveiof Jack Davlis, nephew of President Jefférson
Davis of the Confederacy. (1)

| Williem Shermsn was born on the plantation
of Jack Davis, about five miles from Robertsville, South
Carolina, at a place called "Black Swamp," June 13, 1843,
twenty-three years prior to Emanbipation.‘His father who .
was 8lso named William Sherman. was = free man, having'bought
his freedom for eighteen hundred dollars from his .~ .
master, John Jones, who also lived invthe,vicini%y}of the
Davis? plahtation. william Sherﬁan, senior, bargained with
his master to obtain his freedoh,‘however,,for he did not
have.the money to'readily ray him. He hired himself out to
some of the wealthy plantation owners and applied uhgt he

earned toward'the payment for his freedom. He was a skilled

blacksmith and cabinet maker and his services Were always in
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demand. After procuring ﬁia freedom he bought a tract of -

land from his former master and built a home and black-

smith shop on it. As’wae the custom during slavery, a& person
who bpught his freedom had to have a guardian; Sherman's for-
mer master, John Jones, acted as his guardian. Under this

new order of things Sherman was in reality his own master.

He was not "bossed, " had his own hours, earned and kept his
money, and was at 1iber$y to leave the territory if he desired.
However, he remaired and married Anna Georgia, the mother of
William Sherman, junior. She was alsc a slave of Jack Davis.
After william Sherman, senior, finished his day's work he
would go to the Davis plantation to visit his wife and some-
times remain for the night. It was hies intention to purchase
the freedom of his ﬁife Anna Georgisas, and their son William,
but he died before he had sufficient money to do so, and also
before the Civil War, which he predicted would ensue between -
the North and South. His son William says that he remembers |
well the events that led up to his father's buriél; he states .
that the white people dug his grave which was six feet deep.

It took them three days in which to dig it on account of the
hardness of the clay} when it was finished he was put soxra;b
fully away by the white folk who thought so much of him,
William was a boy of nine af that time, and he'remembers that |

his mother was soO grieved that he tried to console her by teil~
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ing her not to worry'papa's goin' to com' beck and bring ue
some more quails” (he had been accustomed to bringing them |
“quails during his life) but william saiﬂowingly said ®*he
never dia come back. " | o |
| Anna Georgia waa a cook and general house

woman in the Davis',home. She was a half breed, her mother
being a Gherokée Indian, Her hﬁaband.'illiam, wag & dsacendant
or the Cheehaw Indians, some of his forbears being full-
blooded Cheehaws. Their Indian blood was fully evident, states
William junibr. The Davis family tree as he knew it was as A
follows: three brothers, Sam, Thomas anleeffersoﬁ‘Daiis (Pres~
ident of the Gonfederacy.) Sam was the eldest of the three and
had four children, viz: Jack, Robert, ﬁichard.and washington.
Thbmae had'four, viz: James, Richard, Rusha and Minna, Jeffer-
eon Davis?! family iaa not known to William as he lived in Vir-
ginia, whereas, the other brothers and their families lived
rear each other at "Black Swamp." |

| Jack Davis, the master of William Sherman,
was the son of Sam Davlis, brotrer of Jefrerson ﬁavis. Thomas
end Sam Davis were comparatively large men, while Jefferson was
thin and of medium height, resembling to a great‘exteﬁt the
late Henry Flagler of Florida East Coast fame, states William,
Many times he would come to visit his brothers at *Black Swamp."
He would drive up in a two-wheeled buggy, dramn by a horee.

A
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.‘0£t'times he visited his nephew;_Jaok'ahd they would get
together in & lengthy'GOhversationQ SOmetimeo he would re -
main with the Davis family for a few dsys and then retnrn
to Virginia. On theae vigits William states that he saw
him pereonally. These visita or sojourns occurred prior to
the Civil Wer. Jack Davie belng a comparatively poor man A
had only eight slaves on his plantation, they were housed
in log cabins made of cypress timoer notched together in
such a way ase to give it the appearance . of having been built
g of regular lumber.lgt was much larger and of different a:chi- SR
teoture than the slave oabins, howeverﬁl -
| | The few slaves that he hadﬁaxose at 4:00 o clock
in the morning and prepared themselvea for the field. They
stopped at noon for a,light lunch which they always took
with them and at sun-dowq they quit work and went to theirv
_Tespective cabins. Cotton, corn, potatoeé and other comﬁon
ities were raised. There was no regular'overaeer' employed.
Davis, the master acted in that oapacity. He was very kind to =
them and seldem used the whip. After tho outbreak of the Civil -
lhr,‘nhite men called 'pataro}lers' weraxposfed.&rouﬁd the
various plé.ntatioris to guard ’a;gms't runawaye, and 1f . elaves
were oaught off their :espeotive plantationa uithout permits S
. rrom their maaters they were severely uhipped. rhis !ua not thsigg*

/g.‘ a“‘,:r./lk -LD RN
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routine for Jack Devis! slaves for he gave the 'pa.tarellexa"
specific ord.ers that if any of them were eaught off the
plantation withqut & permit not to mohlvest them but to le*l;
them proceed where they were bound. Wil e81d that one of
the slaves ran away and when he was oanght his master gave
him a light whipping and told him to: "go on now aad run sway
1f you want to.? He said the slave. valked away but never at-
tempted t0 run awa.y again, will eta.tes tha.t he was somerhat of
a wpet" around the plantation and did a.lmost as he mted to.
He would go hunting, fishing a.nd swimming ﬂ.’ch his ma.ster's
sons who were about his age. cmet:lmea he would get into a .
fight with one of the boye a.nd pany times he would be the vie-
tor, ‘'his fallen foe wonld sometimea'exc;laim' that *that li‘eking‘
tha.t you gave me sure hurt,® and that ended the a.ffair, there
was no further 111 feeling between -t;hem. ’ ‘
d__ggatien' The slaves were not allmred to

study. The whi’ce children atudied a luge 'Blue Baock"® ﬁbgter
Bp_eller a.nd when one had thoroughly learned ita contente he
was considered to be educated. o

' 'Re&;-gion:‘ The slaves had their ouﬁ "ehurch
but aometimes went to the ehuréhes of their white masters
where they were relegated to the extreme rear. Jobn yelley, &
white man, often preached to them and would admcniah them asv

follows; "you must obey your mater and miasus, ye'a must bo guad |




,.\

Slave In%erviev E R S ,Ajfgf 6 a
James Johnson . - | L o g%%f“"f,: 201
chaaevillg, Florida - ‘ Pt LT

, niggers.' After the beginning of the war they hald!meetings'
among thenaelvea in their eabina.,f | o

' Baptism ; Those slaves who ‘believed and aocept-;
ed the Ghristian Doctrine were admitted 1nto the chnrch after
being baptized in one of the surrounding ponds. |

cruelties' There was a very wealthy plantation

owner uho lived near the Davis plantation, he had eleven planta-

tions, the smallest one uas cultivated by three hnndred alaves.

thines they would work nearly a11 night. lill states w'.'.;; it

that.. . . 1t was not ean unususl thihs to hear in the early morn-

ings the echnes of raw hide whips cracking 1ixe the repo:t of-a
against the bare backs of the slaves who ‘were being whipped._

They would moagjand groan in agony, but the uhipping 'ent on un- ;

t11 the master's wrath was appessed. John Stokes, s white planta.- ;

tion owner who lived near the Davis' plantation enoouraged alaves =

to steal from their maatars and bring the stolen goods to him; he_‘

" would purchase the goods for mudh less than their value: One time

one of the slaves "put it out® that 'Easaa' Stokes was bu;ing

~stolen gqods.‘Stokeslhéard of-thiafand hio'urath ?as aroused;

he had to find the 'h1gger' who was olroulating this rumor. He

went after hmm in great fury and finally suodiidad in iaeatiﬁg

him, whereup@n, he gave him a good '1acing' and.'arncd hnn nif

he ovar hoamd.anything like that again fxmn hin he uan geing

to kill hiu The uoouaationa wero izuo, hpilvnr, but th@ aZawaﬁ
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desisted in further discuasion of the affair for "old Masse
Stokes,was'a treacheroﬁs wan." On another occasion one of the
Stokes' slaves ran awgy and he sent éteven Kittles, known as ﬁhg
"dof man," to catch the escape. (The dogs that went in pursuit of
the runawey slaves were called "Nigger dogs"; they were used specif-
ically for cétching runavay slaves.) This particul;r slave had quite
a "head start" on the dogs that were trailing him and he hid among
some‘floatingtlogs‘in a lérge poné; the dogs trailed him to the pond
and began howling, indicating that tﬁey’were approaching their‘piey.
They entered the pond to get their victim who was securely hidden
from sight; they dissapeared and the next seen of them was their
dead bodies floating upon the water of the pond, they had been kill-
ed by the escapey .They were fnll-blooded hounds such as were used
in hunting escaped slaves and were about fifty in number. The slave
made his escape and was never scen again. Will relates that it was
veiy cold and that he does'nt understand how the slave could stand

the icy waters of the pond, but evidently he did survive 1%,

Civil Waxr: It was rumored that Abrsham Lincoln
said to Jefferson Davis,"work the slaves until they are ahbout
twenty-five or thirty years of age, then liberate them;' Davis re-
plied:"I'1ll never do it, before I will, I'll wade knee deep in
blood.* The result was that in 1861, the Civil War, that struggle

which was t0 mark the final emancipation of the slaves !
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began. JeffersemBavie' brothers, Sam a.nd Tom, joined the
Gonfederate forces, together with their sons who were old.
anongh %0 g0, except James, Tom's son, who could not go on
a.cocunt of 111 health and was le.ft behind a.s overeeer on

Ja,ok Davis!'! plantation., Jack Da.vis joined 'che artillery reg-
i;nent of’ captair; Razors Company. The war prog;'eased, Sherman
was on his famous merch. Tne "Yankees® had made -euen eﬁeep-

ing sdvances until they were in Roberts;ill'e, South Cgrblina.,
about five milés frem ‘Black Mp." The report of gu.n fire

and cannos could be heard from the plantation. *Truly the

Yanks are here® everybody thogght.‘ The oniy_-happy £01k were.

the slaves, the whites were iﬁ distress. Jack Davis returned
from the field of battle to his plantation. He was on a short
furlough. His wife, iniesusé Davis asked him excitedly,if -hg
thought the 'Ya.nkees' were going to wiﬁ. He replied: *No if I
did I'q4 ki1l every damned nigger on the plaoe." Will who was
then a lad of nineteen was standing nearby and on héering his

- mas‘t'er's i'emarke, ga.id: "The Yankees aint gomiﬁ kill me cause -
um goin to Laurel Bay"(a swamp located on tixe plantation,), Will
says that what he really meant was that his mester was not
going to kill him because he intended to run off and go to the
"Yankees." That a.fternoon Jack Davie returned to the "front"
and that night Will teld. his mother, Anna Georgia, that he was L
going to Robertsville sud join the *Tankees.® He and his cousin

e

{
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who livied on “the Davia? vp’lantation slipped off a.nd wndéd Ty
their wa.y to all of the su:rounding pla.nta.tions aprea.diag
the .news tha.t the "Yankees"ware in Robertsville\ and exhort-
ing them to follow and join them. Soon the two had a following
of about five hundred slaves who a.bandoned their mastera‘
plantations *t0 meet the Yankeea.' En ma.aee they warched break-
ing down fences that obstructed their passage, ca.refully avoid-
| ing ®Confederate pickets" who vere stationed throughout the: |
countryside. After ma.rohing about five miles they reached a
bridge that spanned the Sava.nnah River, a’ point that the "Ys.nkees"
held, There was a Union sold.iea' standing guard and before he
‘realized it, this group of five hundred slaves were upon him,
4Beooming cognizant that someone wag upon him, he wheeled around
in the darkness, with gun levelled at the approaching slaves
and coried "Ea.lt." Willle cousin then spoke up, *Doan ahoot boes
a's jes friends.* After reoognizing who thsy were, they tere
admitted into the camp that was established around the bridge.
There were about seven thousand of Gene’ral Sheimo,u'a soldiers
camped there , having orossed the Savannah aiver on & pon’aoon
bridge that they had conatruoted while em'oute from Green Bpxinga
Georgia, whioh they had taken. ‘rho gua.rd who had let these peoplo,
‘approach so near to him without realising their approa.oh va.s |

R \

TN
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court marthalled that nght for being dilatory in his dutiea.

The Federal officera told the sleves that they eould.go along
with them or go to Savennah, a place that they had already
captured. Will decided that it was best for him to go to Sa~
vegggh.vﬂe;ieft, but the majority of the slaves remained‘tith'
the treops. They were enroute to Barnewell "SGuth Oaro{ina, to
aeize Blie Oreegwyert that was held by the confednrates. Ae

the yederal. troopg marohed ahead, they were felloued by the vol-
.unteer glaves. Most of these unfortunate elavee were. elain by
ambush.) After being killed they were dequ}tated and their headn
placed upon posts that lined the fields se that they_could be
seen by Other slaves to warn them of what would befall them if
they attempted to escape. The bettle at "Blis Creek Fort' was one
in whieh‘both armiee displayed great heroiam; most of the Federal
troops that made the firetVetteok, were killed>as the Goﬁfederatea }
seemed to be irresistible. After rushing up re+inforeements, the
Federals were successful in eapturing it and a lerge number of

"Rebels,®

&

General sherman' 8 oustom uae to naroh ahead
of hia army and ocut rights of way: for them to paaa. At this point
of the war, many of the slaves were eeeaping from their plantatiens )
and joining the 'Yenkeea.’ ALl of those slaves at Blaok Swaap’ 'he

did not voluntarily run,amay and go to the 'Yankseaﬂ garegnﬂv~£r e,57
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by r:lght of aonquest of *the Fed.era.ls. _

, Will now feund himself in &vanna.h, Georgia.,
after refua‘ingv to go to Barpawell, South Garolina, with the |
j;ederdi@ fhie refusal aaved'fhim from the fate of his unfcrtﬁ- |
nate brothers who went. Sava.nn_é.ﬂ was fillfed with sn'oke:, the
aftermath of a great battle. Li’ing in thg'hroa&'!ivex;' between
Beaufart , s'ioutvh G’aroline‘., and Savannah, Georgia. were two Union
gun boa.ta, the*¥abasgh’ and ° _L..EL which ha.d taken part 1n
the battle that: resulted. in the capture of Savannah. Everything
was now peaceful aga.in ; Savannah was now,a Union oity. EB.ny of
the slaves were joining the Union army, Those slaves who joined
were tr‘a.ined; about two day's and ther sent to the front; dume %o
lack of t_ra.iri_ing they were soon killed. '1'%19 'eai:her was cold, it
was Fébmary, 1863, frost was on the ground. will aoonv léft se=
vannah for Beaufort, South Carolina which had. fallen before' the
"Yankee® attack. SOIdiers a.nd slaves tilled the etreeta. The N
slaves were given all of the food and olothes that they could
carry- confiscated goods from the "Rebels." After a Wbloody struggle .
in which both sides loat heavily and which la.eted for about five
years, the war finally ended May 15, 1865, Will was then a young
man twenty-three yea.rs of age and was still in Beaufort., Hé says :
that day was a gala day. Everybody celebrated (excapt the sonthern- :

633)@40 slaves 'QIQ fxee. . ‘ . ‘_: ) R

¢
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Thousands of Federal soldiers were in evidence.
The ynion army waszictorioué ‘and ”She’:tn;'a‘.n-'b March® was & - .
8uccess, %;rs‘%tes that when Jefferson Davis was captured
he was disgulsed in wemen'a clothes,

- Sherman states tha,t Florids had. a reputation of
having very cruel masters. He says that when slaves got very
unruly, they were told that théy were going, t0 be sent to
Florida so they could be handled. Du.ring the war thousands of
slaves fled from Virginia into Connecticut and ,Hew Hampshire,
In 1867 william Sherman le_ft Beaufort and rent to Kaype_rt, Florida
to live. He i‘maihed there u:ifil 1890, then‘mdved to Arona,Florida, |
living there :tor awhile, he finally setterd in Chaseville, Florida,
where he now lives, During his many years of 1ife he has been
married twice and has been the father of sixfeen children, all ef
whom are dead. He never Teceived any forma.l education, but lea.rn-
ed to read and studied taxidemy which he p:ractieed for many yeare.x

| He was at one time Inspector of Elections at Mayport.

during Heoonstruction Days. He recalled an incident that occurred
during the perfomance of his duties there, which was -as follows:
Mr. John Doggett who was running for office on the Demoora.t:lo ticket |
brought & number of colored people to Mayport by boat from chaee-
ville to vote. lz Doggett demanded that they should wte, but '111
Sherman wes equany insistent that thay should nat vote eoaus :
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had not régisteréd and wera not qualified. After much grguing
Mr, Doggétt saw that shérman‘cOuld'not'Se'hgde "to see tﬁé
lightl and left with his proepeqtive voters,.!illi&m.éherman
pnce aerved_upon.a United States Federél jﬁfy dnring.hib_colorf -
ful life. | |
In appearande he could easily be regarded as
a phenomenon. He is niﬁaty-fourvyea;é of age, though he appea?s
t0 be only about fif£y4five. His hair is blaék and not grey“aa
would be expecpéd; his face is rdund and unlined; he'has,dafk
pioﬁoinglbut kindly eyes. He is 0£ med1ﬁh stature. He has an
exceptionally alert mind and reegllsfpﬁét events with the ease
of a youth. the“Indian blood that flows in his veins ia‘piainly'f
visible in hie features, the dolor'éf:hia.skin and the texture of
his hair, |
He gives as his reason for hia lengthy life the
'Indian blood that is in him and says that he expecta to live for
nintey-four more yesrs. Today he lives alone. He raises & fow
vegetables and i1s content in the memories of his paet'life_vhich'-.

has been full, (3)

.
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I. l[ost of his friends call . hﬁ.m ___M, hence he adopted

3.

that name,

A personal interview with william Sherman, formerx sla.ve,

at his home in Colored qua.rters. c'haseville, Florida.
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Field Workes - January 37, 19837

Complete : ‘ o , fo
336 Words | -
2 Pages

. A Voluntary Slave For §§ven Years

The story of a free Negro of Comnecticut, Who came
isouth to observe conditions of slavery, found them verj dis-
tasteful, then voluntarily entéred thatlalavéry for seven
years is the interesting tale that Samuel Smalls, 84 year
cld ex-slave of 1704 Johnson Street, Jacksonville, tells of
his father Gato Smith. -
Smith had been born in Connecticut, son of domestic.
slaves who were freed ihile he was still a child. He grew to
young‘manhood‘in the northern state, making a living for himself
as a carpenter and bullder. At these trades he is said to have-
been very efficient.
Still unmarried at the age.of about 30, he found in him-
self a desire to travel and aee'how other Negroea in the country
lived. This he did, going from one town to,anothei, working'fcr
periods of varying length in the cities in which he lived, eventusle
ly drifting to Florida. -
His travels eventually brought him to Sﬁnannee Gouﬁfy,‘vherei‘

he worked for a time as overseer on & plantation. On a nearby plante
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ation where he sometimes visited, he met & young woman for»whom
he qrewfg'have'a great affection., This plantation{is said to havé
velonged to a family of Cones, and according to Smalls, g8till ex-
ists as a large férm. .
Smith wénted to marry the young woman, but a dif-

ficulty developed; he was free and she was still a slavef'He sought
her owner. Smith was told that he might have the woman,‘but he would
have to "work out" her cost. He was irnformed that this,would amount
to seven years of work on the plantatipn, naturally without pay.

Withiﬂg a few days he was back with his belcngings,
tc begin ‘"working out" the cost of his wife. But his work found
fzvor in his voluntary master's eyes; within four yéars he was being
vaid a small sum for the work he did, and by the time the seven
‘years was finished, Smitﬁ had enough money to immediately purchase
a small farm of his own.

Adversity set in, however, and eventuaily ﬁis children
found themselves back in slavery, and Smith himself practically again
snslaved. It was during this period that Smalls was born,

All of the Florida slaves were soon emancipated, how-
2ver and the voluntary sliave again became a free man. He lived in the

Zuwannee County vicinity for a number of years afterward, raising a

iarge family.
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“here, and about when, were you born?
I Perry, Ca, in 1844.
If you were born on & plantation op z‘arm, what sort of fapme

ing seection was it int

Nle Dr. dgmeson's plantation neaw
Pe:ry, Ga, north of lpeon,

low eiid you pagss the time &8 a ehild! “hat sort a!' chores
did you do and what dm you play? _

I worked arornd the Mme in ny Ya ay’q
dining room. I didn't play. I sometines
rulled throude for mother, She was a -
fine seamstress f’mv the plantation,

a8 .vaw master kind to you"
yesy I was ihe pet.

'ow many slaves were there on the same plantation or fawm?
lic munst have had sbout 40 ‘algve‘s. v

Do you remerber whaet kind of cooking utensils our mother
%e had copper ¥ettles, crocke, and imon
kettles, "I waltec on ds table when Linocum
come dere. That day woe bhad shiecken haah
and batter cakee and drfed wenison,"

that wepe your main foods and how were they cooked? .
%o had everything that was good (I ae

in my Yasey's kitehen) Sweetpotaioes
biscuite, corn bread, ples and everything we eat now,
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20 you remomber meking imitation or substitute coffee by
ylnd‘ing up oorn or peanubs ¥

No, we always had the bost of Java coffge. )
I used to grind 4% in the ocoffee mill
for my llassye.

Jo you remenber ever having, whon vou were young, any other
zing of bread besides eorn bread?

Yo Batter cakes, biscult:s and
wihite bread,

PO you :-'?emmbor evapcrﬁting sca water to get solt?

No. e 4id not live so far from ligcon end the Ole
Doctor he war viech and bHoucht such things.

“hat - 1s now he ¢me to be so rieh, Ie

didntt charge the voor folks when he dooe

tored them, but they would be so glad that

ho made them well that thoy kep! & glvin' him
thi~gs, bed quiits, ¢ iclens, t evert thig.
Tren he 'ad such a big vlantation abaut 200 or 300
acres, but I didntt live on the plentation, I
worked in "4s Fome, ‘ '

“he:. cou were a chlld, vhat sert of stove do rou remember
o mother having. D14 they have a hﬁn&ging pot in the
fire n'ace, and did they make their cundles of their owm
tallow? '

iy mother 4id not cook, = she was o specieal
soamstress sepvant. They had fireplsoes on
the plantat’'on and they always used tallow
cuadles at the doetorts nlace until after
the 'mancipation, then the doctor wes oie
of tho Tirst cnes to buy conl oil lamps.

Did ™ usc aa open well or rump to pot the water:

‘
To, we went to the spring to get tihe
vater, Ye toted it in cedar buckets,
The spring uae boxed into & well shaped
hole, deep snourh %o dip the woter ocut
of 4t. It was the best water. They had
‘2 town parp at ‘acon.

Uo won veme ber Wien you first sew lce in relar ’_rm?

vese Thoy had icicles in Goorgis.s



14. Dm your fanny work in the rice flelds or in the ootton
fields on the fernm, or what sort of work did thay do?

My father was a blacksmi h. He did all
kinds of blacksuithing. lo even wade plows,

1%« If they worksd in the house or about the -lase, what sort
of work did they do?

iy mother was one of the best seamntres:esg 8he
sewed all day lomg vith her fingersz, She
th:ti‘:mast 81l drosses and even made taumd
\m 8 *

16« Do you remesber ever helping tan and cure nides and pig hides?

They did those thivzgs on the slantation, Yhey
cursd goet skins and sheep skins. too,

s.‘map skins would dry so slowly that thay

would let the slaves lie on them at nicht

to lmep them warm and hasean the drying,

17. 438 a young pergson what sort of wm-k did vou do? If you helped
your mother svound the rouse or cut fircvond or's'aapt tho'

M, 88T 8O,

I clemned and &nstsd and waited on the table
bods and ™ut everything in ovrdow, ~ashed mﬁea,
polished silverware end did the most tmt.y work,

“hen you were & ehild do you “'emf*ber how people wowe eloth,
‘or soun thread, or nicked out co' ton seed, or welrhed 20 'ton,
or what sort of bag was used on the co ton bales? I dfda
not need to erin But I used to0 tlay with the spinni
wheels. They ginued the co'ton on the plantation, ‘hey used 8
horse to ~ull the rin,

Bhe;y wvelighed the cottom with a beam ,wﬂaisht,.
. good slave picked 200 1bs, ofgpotton/s day.
smncy could plak & or 400 lbsia daye
Shetd go out awly in the day and run in akead of
the sun and no one would knov ghe hud been out.
Thet's how she would get ehead of the rost, .

Cij
L

10,00 you remember what acri: of soap they used? How d4d they
get the lye for ﬂak:ha ‘the saap*«’

They aade sof't soap boiled in u big s:attle
They made the lye ocut of ashes packed In
an old barrel that had e hole in the bottom,
They would madle & hollow in the top of .
!;he ‘barf-cl end pour rein weter in $te This

o L
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would gradually soelt through the ashes and seep out

of the bottom of the barrel vhich they tipped up

g0 tihat it would drein the lye out into a vessel,

Then they would teke the lye and boil 4t in the kettle
with 0l1d gressc and meat rlnds, The lye as very
strong. They had to be careful not to get any of it on
their hands or it would take the sk'n off, £g they
would stir the groesse and lye 1t wo:1ld foum and cook
live & jelly end whe: it coldled we hel soft soap, It
would sure chase the dirt, but 1t was hard on the hands,

0e “hat did they uve fopr dyeing throad and eioth, end how Ald
they dye them® “he- would dig indigo rcots and cook the

roots «nd bpranches for hlue dve. For nurple they mixed
red and biue.  Thev would niek the borri: s off tre
rnllbe bushes for vede. The robin's vellow and
mixed vellow and rod £ r orongel and $ellow and blne
for :r:ene

n1, Uid vour moth: use big, wooden wochtubs with cuteout holes
e oceb 2ide for the fingers?

Yen. o made codar tubs on the »lantation. “nd we
" had sone ven wh: made large wooden hovla ou t of ,
ugcles out fro~ logs of the tupla tree. They would
run ‘hes through & machkine and they would eome out
round and then they would smooth thom down. <hey
wmixed bread in those big bowls, |

NDe 0 your oo iier the way they mad - shoez by hend i the
country? .

vesm, all our shoes were mede o the nlantation,

5. DO vor rehe bor seving the ¢ icken foathers and £ovse feathe
erg elvavs £ ‘our featherbeds? ,

Yes,

%4, DO you remsrber wien women wore hoope in thelr skiyts, and
w en they atopped wearing thew end wore narrow siirts?

Ves, The doctopl!s £rlke were 50 spylish that they would
not let the servants wear hoops, but we could get the old
oner that thoy threw avay @nd have & big time piey ng
with them end we would eround witi: them on when

theoy weve gone and conldn't see us. :

265, Do Jou remerber when you fir ¢ saw vour first windmill?
Hever d1d sce one. | |

26« Lo vou remember when :vmi first naw bed aprings instead of
bed ropes? .
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Yes, "hen I was a s'awe, I slept in a gunny saek bunk.
with the cacks nailed against the wall on two sidee,
in a cormer 0f the room and then there was &8 post &

t'e corner of the bed und two poles nailed from the

post to the wells and the gunny sacks vere nailed to
those poles. iy bed wes a tre-story bed. There was
another gunnysack bed above me wit: noles fostened to
the same post. iie tore 0ld rags and meds raEg for
g&i%}ﬁa ggy:amm tzg i;!th. - I worled 1a the Goctor's house
u e B 4 p i

Then after I vaen®™ g s ggeag.ge gov;ig, t}?eng " gfeM'
aaything else but a rope beds. “hen springs cume X :
wondered what eanyone wented wid ter, Rope teds wes pood

NOuUzle
Y. “hen 444 you seco tho firet bug 'y eand what Aid 1t loois like?

The dootor, he had the best of sush things, le had a
resler dbu gy and goretlw e he driy tvo Torses iz

hite Uncle ilbert, e was his delver. houn the doctop
wanted Ho mut on gr-at etyle, and po to the station

to meel somo rich corpeay he haod one of the faney
cabe witl: tre driver siltiin! us high in front, but
vhen he wen? to-gsee his vatients, hotd talko his fset
toe go »mmd, He bad two seddle poecles with a strap
that he woull throw over hiu shoulder, io wo:ld have
one peck henging in front end the other henging behind,

D1, L0 vOu remgmber our grandparents?

o, my motherts mother wae teken from her and sold

when she was & Uaby. S0 I over seed my grand-other
and I dontt Inow any more about my grondfather than
a goose about a3 bend DOX.

20, Do vou reme ber the momey alled "shin-plastevat”
oo coom lentye I suess wy nootor o' bavrels of them.

1Y, “hot inteposting historicsl evonts henvendsd during yoor
“yith, = such &8 Shormants Army passing thoough -our section?

48w witness  the havyenings and what wen the recction

of the othor Nogroes to them? Jhermants army weont through

ferpry but thoy did not do any demege thercs They
exnootod thes bo come and Tmwrled lots of “ood and
valuable trlings, and when they ¢ me they took them
to the a=oke houses and told thom o hely thomssivead,
“hey d1d not bden eny houses thopa. : :

Dle 548 you tnow sny Yegros who enlisted or Joined the northern
ayrmy? :
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Yaa‘ plenty went with their boss, but ran off to Sher=
men's srry vhen he came along, 0 women's husband I
¥mowed, lir. Bethel, he stayed with his master and

dldn't run off with the Northern army, hen he was ziven
nis freedum, his master give him nice house.

21d you kmow eny Negroes who enlisted in the Southern Army?
Lbout all ‘T Ymew,

cid vour master jJoin the Comf'ederacy? 7 at do vou remember
of his -cturn from'the var? Yr was he wounded or killed¢?

7is two sons joined the army. James was killed, but
Bud, he would never get through telling war stories
when he -'me baclk,

2id you live 1. “avaanzh when Sherman and the Northern forces
marked through the state, and do you remerher the excitement
i vour town or around the vlantation whers vou lived?

o,

24d - our masterts house et rohbed or burnsd during the time
of Shermsnts march? -

Hoe
“hat kind of uniforms did trey wear during thre eivil wep?
Blue and graye | |
wirgt sort of wedicine was used in the days just a’ter the war?
Legcribe o Jegro doctor of that period,
e never got sick, Usomstimes they would give us oil
with 2 drop or two of turpentine in a big sroonful,.

They vut turpentine on cuts and sores,

“rat do vor vemevter aboat Horthern pedrle or cubside people
moving into ¢ community after ths war?

Yes, Jake ¥nos, he ag e colored teacher. lie was sent down
to teac the colored schoole. He taucht eround from

Atlanta to Ilorlda. He took vellow faver and died

i brother he teached wchool, but I never went to school,
I larned wy ABC's from my massy?'s childrou. I aint geyer
forgotlem. I conld say 'em nows ‘
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50. How 48d your famly's life corpare afer ‘mansipation with
it Yefore?

I had it the 2ams, I had 1t .ood with ry massy,
tut the rest was peld sore 11ttle uvapes, fup
plantation was cd led a frec vlaes. vome of the
‘slaves wobked so well an? rade mmey for the ,
maery and gelqed thelr freedom oven befo' 'manciprae
- g'ume ‘I heard one come te hirm end say I howe
dat man (10 an' hevetched dow: in hig nrcket an!
nald hit, -

e o you lmow gnything adout politlerl wetings mﬂ clubs
fornod after the war? I eepsd about <o Rdklux but I
never did see nones, .

4Lle DO Jou know enytil g regarding the lotiers and ~tordes
froa «pgroes who migmated north clter the wawr?

I hear telk Ybhout some wa:ia¥s point artor dem an!
bringin? back mortn dey hod 4n de fust nlace.

<26 ove there uny %WE of oar poqualnta oo who vere
giq%&}gﬁ 1n ony pertioular line of work, 1 oo giwve
Qetalile?

The Tarners mede fuayaliturs wid -obs e»' bumps on
Just like that stand and beds “hey nade fancy
eraivs an' put cowhids scate siretchezerons 'om,

2%, i sort of oo ool system wue thers for the instrustion
of the hegpo! ‘ere “here any Legro tru hurs in jyour
corranity? - :
Yen, My son, he went to logro seghool three months
a v ar. 7he gon =aid thut he studied  ebaterts
Sneller, lavvey's Reander, louvned his BCls snd
studied sove in history, goography end aritimetie.

44. Uiow 0ld were vou at the clone of the civil wer?
21 yours.

4B. weneribe The type of early religlous meeting, the preeche-
: ars, otCe “ '

I wvent to town to wy ma sy's Cchurche { =at Ylong
gide on Yem and held the baby. Iy fatar, he
held meetings on the niamtetlion and prayer
meetings just like they awve now.,



A
R

7

Pege 8 310

Do our friemds believe in charms and conjure bege, and what
08 been thedr experiense with magic and spells?
T oe

T ss sore cleinm dey beliewe L sech things, Wt
I Jontt . ow whetor thev do or not, ,

4d vo . ever uce an ox to rlow with? hat = rt of nlow!

Yes, I see Yom plow wid howen, Doy used tho kind

of plows thev mede on the “lams.tim, L A

nlow, but I need to have fmx e goin! vroun'! in the ~ld
ox twowvheel wagon cort. 2'd go “down Ce bﬁl in 1t
we'd gt in the dump cupd m& koller sn' ‘ove _

g bl; tie.

ligw ueh d4d veplous foods and drinks end com-oiities cost
Just ot the end of the way end efterwepde? I den't ‘mow
what thinrs cont,

P Sk T
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Propered for Use bliec Scheols
by the
Foederal Writers® Projeot of ¢ ss Admindstration

By ules Ao Trost

From a Virginia plantation to Florida, through perils of Indlan war-
fare; shanghaled . on a Govermnt' vessel amd carried 'romﬁv the world;
shipwrecked and dropped into the lap of remance = these are logly e fow of
the colorful pages from the umwritten diary of 014 Uncle Dave, ex-slsve and

soldier of fortune,

The reporter found the old man sitting on the porch of his Yoor Oity
shack, thoughtfully chewing tebezcce and fingering his home-made cens, At
rirgt he enswered in grurpy monosyllebles, but by the mesis of & med
c:lgef, he credually lct himeelf go, disclosing m‘imte deteils of e most
remarkable series of adventures. |

Hs langtta@a is a mesr mixture of guehy, gsea terms and broad "a'as"
acquired by long sssociation with Nassau "conchs." Ierried to one ef
these ample=wajsted Bshama women, the erst=while rambler and aévenﬁror
proved thet relling stones‘ sowst imes become suitable foundations for

homes = he lived feithfully with the same wife for fifty-one ysars.

"Shippin? 'fore de mehst ain't no jJeb to mek a preecher f'm a young=
ster; hit's plenty toush; but-I ain't nevah be'n sorry I wemt to seaj effen
a boy gwino take to 11,&" an? 'imn, he kin gt plenty o* beth at home,

Game as 1n i‘or'n pox‘tu.

26727
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The 014 man bit off a conservative chew from his small plug, care-
fully wrapped the remainder in his handkerchief and chewsd theughtfully
for some time before he contimued.

"I wasn't bawn in Flerida, tut I de*n here so long I reckon his
bout de same thing, I kin jca. remembér leavin'! Norfelk, My daddy an'
menmy an_’ de odder chillum bd*long to a Frenchman named Pinekney., Muste
betn Theut 1860 or 1861, w'en Mahstah 'gins to worry *bout what gwine
happen effen war come an' de Vahginny slave-owners git beat,”

He proceeded slowly, and in language almost uminmtelligible ot times,
as he talked, smoked snd chewed, all at the seme time; but here, the re-
porter realized, weore Lall the elanents of a true story that needed only
notebook and typewriter to transform it into readable form.

Antaegonism aroused by the Dred Scett deeision, and the further irri-
tation caused by the Mugitive Slave law wers kicking up plenty of trouble
during Buchanan's administration. South Carolina had already seceded,
¥ajor Anderson was keaping the Union flag flying at Fort Sumter, hut
Intest reports sald that there was no immediate denger of hostilities
when Pisrre F-incknyy. thrifty Virginia planter of French extraction, went
inte conference with his neighbors and decided to move while the getting-
sut was still goed.

With =s little publicity as possidle, they errnnged the disposel of
their real estate. No need to sell thelr slaves and livesteck; t'h'oy
wuld need both in the new location. If they could mansge to get to
Charleston, they reaaonid. surely they could arrange for a boat to St.
jugustine,s The Indiens might be troudblesome there, hut by settling nesmr
the fort they should de reaqonably saf@e

Before the caravan of #xcerts and heavy vegons came within sight



o ' ad
of the old seaport tewn, it became evident that they hal better keep te
the woods. Union soldiers, although still inactive, might at sny time de~
clde to confiscate their belongings, 80 they pushed on t0 the southward,
long wecks dragced by defore they finelly reached St, Angustine, War
talk, end the possibility of attack by sce again caused them to change
tieir plans, Peoling their money, they chartered a boat and embarked for

Yoy Weste Surely they wmuld be safe that far souths. One of their Virzinie

neighbors, Flelding A. Browne, had settled there thirby yesrs before. Tak~.-

ing advontoce of the periedic sales of salvaged goods from wrecks on the
treacherous keys, he had become wealthy and wes said to hold a responsible
nrosition with the city,.

Everyone was in a cheerful mood as the blue outline of Key West peeped
over the horizon, and all came on deck to catch a glimpse of their hLew
home, Suddenly dismay clutched at every haart as a Federal men~of-war
swung out of the harbor and steumed out to meet themy The long~feared
crisis hed come. They were prisoners of war,

Pinckney and his neighbors were marched into Fort 'l;ayler._ Their
wives, children snd slaves were allowed to settle in the city and care for
themselves as best they could.

Pinckney?s slaves consisted of one femily, Devid Teylor and wife,
with their fanily of tem pickaninnies., Colonsl Montgomery, Federal re-
craiting officer, took advantage of the helplessness of the slave owners
to sow discord among the blacks, and before many deys big Dave, father of
the subject of this sketch, bad "jined de Yenkees" as color sergeant and
hed been semt morth, where he was killed in the ettack on Fort Sumter.

His determined and enepgetic 260=-pound wife served irs, Pinckney
faithfuily through the war and long afterwexd, Young Dave, or "Buddy,"
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son of big Dave, although only in his early teens, was her chief aid.
"hen the war was over and Ir. Pinckney walked out St Fort Taylor é free
mzn, the portly Pannah ";oooh-poohed": the announcement thet she was u free
citizen. "Y'ell done brung me heah, she blustered with emphesis, "an?
heah I®'se gwine t* stay,”

Some yecrs after the w:ir, Plerre Pinckney died. When his gpod wife
baceme ill, frantic dismay pervaded the servints® cuarterse As her last
nments drew near, ¥rs, Pinckney called the weeping Homnah t0 her bed=-
side and leid a Hag of money in her hana.

"To get you and the children back to o0ld Virginia," she vhispered
with her last breath.

Then the beloved "Missus™ was laid to rest by the side of her hus=
band in the Cetholic cemetery, the bewlldersi Hannsh took the roney to
¢ "hite man, an old friead of the family, and asked him 9 buy the tick=
ots back to Virginis., IHe advised against itj; said that the -1d home
wuld not be there to comfort them, Houses had heen burned, trees cut
down and 0ld landmarks destroyed. Ho suggested that they teke the hun-
dred dollars in gold and buy a little home in Key West, which they did.

Raconstruction days wers as trying to Eey ms‘tera as to others all
over the devestated land of Dixie., Slave owners, stripped of their
possessions, texed with an immense war debt and with no money or aquip-
ment to begin the slow climb back te normalcy were pathetic figures
ds they blistered their hands at toil that they h&ai never 'knmm before.
lieny of the slaves ware rore then willing te stay with their former
masters, but with no income, the problsm of feeding themselves was the
main 1ssue with the whites, so it was out of the questien to try to f£ill

other mpuths, and ex=-slaves often had %o shift for themeslves, a hope-less
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task for a race that had never been called upon to exert initiative.

Hannah Teylor and her mimerous offsprings were a fair example of
these irresponsible people. Ilike a ship adrift without skipper or rudder,
they were at the mercy of every adverse wind of misfortune, BHEach morn-
ing they went out witl; frantic energy to earn or in some way procure
sustenance for one more day. Young Dave hounded the sponge fishermen
until they gave him an extra job. He mede the round: of the fishing
docks, contimally on the lookout to be of help, enxious to do anything
at any time in exchange for a few articles of food that he could carry

proudly home to his mother,

"Dem was mighty tryin' times,"” mised the 0ld men, "an' I don®t
blame my marmy fer warmin® my pents when she had so mich to worry 'bout,
She had a way o' grabbin® me by de years an® shovin' my haid twixt her
knees whilst she wuk on me sumpin® awful, Fo wonder I was scairt o' desc

frammints, I reckon dat was de cause o' me gpint t' sea., Ah rms? tell

you *bout dat.

"One day my mamy gimme fifteen cents an' say *Go down to de market
and fotch me some fish, Ah' lissen =~ don't you let no grass grow urda
yo! feet, Go on de run an' come baek on de jump. Does you fall down,
Jes® keep on ano in' some-how.'

"Wid dat she turn an® spit on de st‘cp. *You see dat spit,' she
say. 'Ef hit be dry w'en you git back, I gonna beat de meat offen yo!
bYones, Git sin?, now,®

"Well, I stahted, an I she® wasn't losin' no time, ‘*Bout hahf way to

de mahket, I meets a couple o* stewards f'm a U, S. navy cutier anchored

- off de navy Yarde
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"liol* on, dar, boy,* dey sing out, 'wha you gwine so fas'? Grab dis
nere behsket ant tote hit down to de dock.®

"I knowed 1 couldn't git back home 'fore dat spit dried, an' I be'n
figgerin® how I could peaocify my mammy so's to miss dat beatin's I
figger ef I mek a - uarter or haht a’dolhr an?' gin it to ter, she msbbe
forgdt de psddlin's So I take de bahsket an' foller *em down to de water
front, Ween we git dere dey was a sailor waitin! fer 'em wid a boat f£'m
de cutters I sot de bahsket in de boat an' stood waitin® fo' my money.

"*You ain't finished yo'! job yit,' dey say. °®Git yo'se®f in dat boat
an?' put dat stuff on bo'd,’ |

"Wen I gits on deck a cullud boy 'hout my size say *Wanna look about
a bit?' So I foller him below an' fof I knowed 1t, I feel de boat kinda
shekine? I run to a porthole an' look out. Dere was Key West too far
away to swim back to.

"I ran up on deck, an' dere was de stewerd w'at gin me de bshsket to
tote, 'W'at th¥ell you doinf on bo'd dis ship,' he ahsk me.

*] tells *im I ain't wantin' t' stay no mo'n he wants me, an' he takes
me to de cap'm. | *IAreekon he b'iong to do navy now,' says de cap'm,' s0
(@y fix some papers an® I makes my mark on ‘em,

"Ahftah a bit I f£ind we bound fo' N'Orleans. 'Fore we got dere, a
ship hove 'longside an' gin us a message to put ahout. I ahsk a 1li'l
Irishmen, nsmed Jack, wha we gwine, an' he say, *Oute de worl';'

"?Jesus wep'$ I say, 'my mammy think I be daid.' I couldn't read
nor write, an' d1dn't know how to tell noboddy how to back a letter to
my mammy, so I jes' let hit g0, an' we sfaht back de wey we come.

"I thought hit‘ be'n stormin? all de time, bnt'w'on we pahs thoé de

Florida straits I see wtat a real storm's like., I d4idn*t know, ontell
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we was hahf way down de South American coast, headin fer Cape Horn, dat
we done pahs Key West, but I couldn't got off if I'd wanted to, 'cause
I'a done jined de mavy, |

" T4t seem lak months *fore we roun?! de Cape an® heid back north on
de Pacificj an® hit seam']ak a year 'fore we drop anchor in Hong Kong.
Dey tell me de admiral was stationed dere an' de cap'm had to report teo
him, %*ile he was doin' dis, we gits shore leave.

"W'en Jack an' me gits on land, we couldn®t onnerstam' a word, btut
we mek signs, an' e tough~lookin' Chink motion fer us ﬁo foller him,

We co down a dark street en'! turn thoo en alley, them imto o big roem
lichted with colored paper lanterns. On de flo' we see some folks sleepin?
wit some 11°*l footstools 'longside tem, an some of 'em was smokin?
long-stermed pipes. I figger mebbe dey ein? put us to sleep an' knock

us in de haids I look back en' see de do' swingin' shut, slow like,

s6¢ I ran back an? stick my feot in hit end shove hit back open.

"Jeck an me run baék de szme way we come. Pretty soon we find
‘anoths sailor en' g wit him to & yaller man dut could speek English,

He pin a 1i°*l yaller flag on cur shirts an® assy hit de badge o' de
Chinese gov'ment, an' we be safe, cause we btlong to de U. S. navy,

"We co out to see de sights, but neveh hear one mo' word o' English;
so ahftah a time we @ beck to de ship an' stey ontell we put to sea
again,

"Nex® we sails fo°® Panama, W'en we ties up dere, Jack an® me gpes
ashore. Ah nevah befo! see such pretty high~yaller gals in.all my life,
Isoks lsk dey made o' marble, dey so puffick,

"Me an' Jack gﬁ;s likkered up de fust thing, an; done lose 'im,

Dat worry me some, ‘cause we need each otha, Wit® his haid ant nmy arms
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we mek one pretty good man, Dat 11'] Irishman was a f£ightin* fool.
Weighed only 90 pounds, dut strong an® wiry. Co'se he git licked most®
do time, but he allus reeady fer anotha right, '

"D.dn't lak for folks to call him Irish, YMe fadder was Irish end
me mudder Amoricgn.' he say; *I be'n born aboard a Dutch drig in n-onoh
waters, Now yoix tell me what flag I b*longs undsah,'

"W'en we glts back te de ship, dov boys tells ms some English aai;ora
beat Jack up in de spertin®' house. Somebuddy sing out 'Beat it-~de
mrines conin?}, an® dey all run fer de ship an leff Jack dere,

"I don't shsk no mo® questions; Jes' stsht back on a run to find my
buddy. At dat time I weigh 180, an? was pretty husky fer my age. Bein'
likkered pleonty, I nevah thought *bout gittin® beat up mahse®f,

"Wien I gits back, dere was a big Limey stahndin? wid his arms crost
de @6's *All dem in, ctay in, an' all de outs stay out,® he say.

"Now I be'n trained to respec' white folks-uhat‘ is whitt"rolks--
ever sence I bawni but w'en I think *bout Jack in dere, hahf dead, mebbe,
dat Limey don*t look none too white to me, I take a runmnin' staht an®
but *im in de belly wid my haide |

"De nex' do° was locked, ab' I bus?! hit down, Dere was Jack, 'boub
hahf done £*, Blood all over ds fle's Ev'thing ir de room busted up ant
tipped overe I hsuls ?im to a back do?, but hit locked. I kick out a
winder, heaves 'im onto my shoulder, an' rumns back to de ship.

"W'en we comes up, dere was de cap'™m standin® at de rall. His
blue eyes look lak he love to kill us.

"tFall in3* he says, an' we does. 'Go for*d,"' he says, an' we gpes.

"tNow,! he says, 'wat's all dis about??

"tWell,® says Jack, 'I didn't steht mo fight. I Jes' gpes into a
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seloon, peaceful like, an® a damm Limey says, pointin' to a Britisb flag
on dere own ship, '!bu_see dat flag??

"tiye,? scys Jack, *an? still I don't see nuthin',!

"*I bo'n over de seven seas,' says de Limey, *an' I see dat ol
flag mistress ot» all of 'em.'

"You be'n around some,® ssys Jack, *but I done a 11'l sailin' mahse'f,
Fust plsce I went was to Prance, Grass look lak hit need rain,! (Se he
tells dat Limey what he done fo! hiﬂ.

"'Nex® I coes to Germany,® he says; ?ground no gpodj need fertlizer.?
(So he tells *im what he dons on German soil).

"tatter dgt I ships fo! England,® Jack tells de Limey,-lookin' fim
straicht in de eye. *Fust thing I see w'en we Jand is dat British flag w'at
you be'n braggin® so loud about.' (So he tells dat Limey w'at *e used de
flag fer). |

"*Fore God, Cap'm,® says Jack, ®dat Limey lan® on me wid bofe feet
'fore I say anotha word. Nevah gpt in one lick. Fack is, Cap'm, I
ain't be'n doin' mo fightin® sence I done lef* dis here ship.”

"t Go below,® says de cap’m, 'an' clesn yo'se'f up. Dis de lahst
time vou tm _wine git shore leave on dis trip.' He try to look mad,
bt I see he wantin® to lahf,

"De nex' day," Uncle Dave finished, with a whimsicel smile, "I see
de bos'n readin' in de paper fhout de war *twixt America an' England.

Hit was *bout our 1i'l war-~what dey stahted an' we finizhed."

The dusky old veteran e¢f meny battles unwrapped the small piece

of black tobaceo in the soiled Imndkeréhief, decided on conservation,

and slowly wrapped it up again.
"Nax' comes orders from de admirz]l in Hong Kong t0 sail far
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Rlo Janeiro. '/'en we drop anchor, dere was some o' da meanes® lookin®

wharf rats I evah see, Killers, dey was, willint to knock anybody off, ,
cny time, fer ¢ few cents. We lines up fer shore leave, but dey mek Jack

an® me stay on de shipe Our rucus in Panama ione gpt us in dod wid de cap'm.

Put Ah reckon hit was fer de bes®, One of our men come back wid & year cut

off an® a busted nose, 'Rother' one nevch come baclk at a11..

"One mornin?® I see *em runnin' up a long pennant an' all de ssilors
lchf an dahrce about lak dey crazy, Ht was d%i{ﬁl&l’mm boun®,' We
weish anchor andl head fer KN*York,

n"t7ell, Taylor,' da officer say, when he pay me off, *you gwine ship
wid us again??

"¢] gotta e home,® I fells *im; *got a jeb ¢ finish up ir Key West,®

"‘So dey gin me my discharge an' a Gov'ment pahs on de Mallory liner
Clyde, Wten I gits to Esy West, fuat place I gpes was te¢ det fish mahket
w'ere my mammy done sont me three year an' six months befo's I buy fifteen
cents wuth o* fish an' go on home.

"W'en I git dore, dey was Jes® settin' down to dimner, *Wait,® Ah
say, 'put on one mo*' plate.? |

"My mammy look at me lak she done see a ghoste Den she run an' ?gin
bastin® on ne. '

"Hol® 