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I—The Rhine

The Rhine is by no means the long-
est river in Europe;~the Danube, for
example, is as long again, and three
Rhines Iaid end to end would no more
than equal the Volga. Bul no river in
.the Old World is more important com-
merelally or historically. IL has figured
in the campaigns of Caesar, Clovis,
Chariemagne, Frederick Darbarossa,
Frederick the Great and Napoleon. It
has conditioned the whole development
of the countries to the west of it,
notably of France, just as the English
Channel has conditioned the develop-
ment of England.

But it is by no means purcly German.
It is 730 miles long, and not quite’ 300
of those miles are in other countries
‘than Germany.
Alps, on one side of the St. Gothard
pass, pot far, from ihe famous tunnel
of the same name. Near ai hand, but
flowing in an opposite direction, are the
head waters of the Rhone.

It enlers ithe sea through iis ‘many
mouths in ¥Folland. But its commerce,
jts history and its legends are German,
even though the German boast of the
18ih century, “The Rhine is Germany's
stream, not® Germany’s bound,” was
something of an over-statement.

The part of the stream with which
Americans are likely to become most
familiar is the Middle Rhine, the stretch
of 116 miles between Cologne and May-
ance. Here its width varics {rom 430 to
B00 yards, and its depth from 10 to 75
feel. Nowhere is the river more sur-
passingly beautiful; more storied, more
vital as a barrier of defense.

From Cologne {o Mayence

The traveler usually begins at Cologne
and goos upstream, as the Rhine below
Colagne is rather too nighly industrial-
ized to be beautiful. And, while the
occupying Americans are scarcely tour-
jsts, still it is more convenient to follow
the customary route. and proceed from
Cologne to Mainz, or Mayence, than to
drift calmly downstream from Mayence
to Cologne. ) Lo

Cologne, the chief commercial city of
the Rhine basin, wifh a pre-war popu-
lation of nearly 500,000, and one of the
principal towns of,ihe old Hanseatic
jeague, -would be famous, if it had no
other claim to distinction, for its great
cathedral. Cologne cathedral was begun
in.1248, and its completion had not even
been achicved in the last contury.- Its

- two towers, 512 feet high, are the tallest
_in the world, and arc only 43 feet
shorter than the Washington menument,

South of Cologne the traveler enters
almost at once into the country about
which the famous legends of the Rhine
center, A few miles upstream is Drach-
enfels, the rook where Siegiried slew the
dragon. Every castle, every headland,
has its story—and a good story, whether
it is true or not. The river here flows
north and south in areasonably straight
line, but just north of Coblence it per-
forms a semi-circular loop, ‘on whose
southern horn stands the fortress city
itseldl -

Where Rhine and Mosclle Meet

Coblence is at the junetion ‘of the
Rhine and the Moselle—that same,
Moselle from whose western- bar
American troops set out, on the morning
of September 12, 1918, to reduce the
.saliont of St. Mihiel. "The Moselle is
not a great river at Pont-a-Mousson, but
by the time it bas passed Metz, Thion-
ville and Treves it has become & worthy
tributary to the mightier stream.

Opposite Coblence, onr.the east bank
of the river, is Ehrenbreitstein, “the
Gibraliar of the Rhine,” a roeky .pro-
montury towering 400 feet nbove the
river and forming one of the strongoest
fortresses in Hurope. Members of the
military profession who are considering
a short stay in the Rhine valley will be
interested to know that this fortress can
accommodate 100,000 men.

Coblence itseif is a city of something
more than 50,000 inhabitants. It goes
back to Iemian days, and was long in
the possesion of the Frankish kings.
There gathered Charlemagne’s grand-
sons io setile the division of the torri-
tories that ultimalely. evolved into
France, Iialy and Germany. ‘The
French occupied it from 1794 to 1814,
and through it, in 1812, passed Napo-

. leomn on his way to conquer Russia.

“Seen and Approved”

He passed throogh it with such high
hopes that he stopped to erect a foun-
tain bearing the following inseription in
French: “Year MDCCCXII, NMemorable
for (lte campaign against the TRus-
sians.” \When not many months later,
Kapolcon retraced his steps, a beaten
man, his Russian -pursuer, General St.
Priest, saw the fountain. He did not
have the inseription erased. He merely
added: *“Scen and approved by e,

. Russian commandant of the city of
Coblenz, January 1, 18147

Fifte#n miles or so sonth of Coblence
{s the rock of the Lorelei. The Rhine
here is deep and treacherous, and
whether or no the alluring maiden,
<ombing her hair with a golden comb,
and singing her baleful song the while,
still tenants the sheer fastness, the
stream thereabout is truly no place for
an amateur oarsman, The Lorelei rock
produces a wonderful echo, and small
boys (German) passing it en Rhine
steamers were wont to yell, “Who is
the mayor of Oberwesel?—Oberwesel
being the next town up the river on
the western bank—in order to catch the
reply, “Esel”to wil, jackass.

A dezen miles further upstream is
Bingen, where the river turns due east,
curving southward again just north of
Mayence. Opnosite Bingen is the great
stalue of victory K which the German
people erccted afler the obliterated vie
iory of 1870.

The City of Two Wheels

Roman legions under the Emperor
Constantine onee camped at Mayence,
and hely men preached Christianity
there who had heard it directly from
the lips of the Apostles themselves. St
Boniface, who converted all Germany,
was archbishop of Mayence in 751, The
son of an Knglish wheelwright, he chose
for his coat of arms iwo wheels, and

% these are still the device of the city.
Mayence was also the birthplace of
Gutenberg, the father of printing.

- The French held Mayence many
times during the Revolution. It was
ceded to France in 1797, but in the
great map shuflle of 1814 it bhecame a
part of Hesse—that same Hesse which
sent its troops overseas to be routed by
‘Washington at Trenion on Christmas
Day, 1777. Mayence, like Coblence, is
also a great fortress.

It was a Frenchman—Vietor Hugo—
who wrote: “Of all rivers, I prefer the

Rbine,” he continued, “is
unigue: it ‘combinés the gualitics of

. .every river. Like the Rhbome, it Is
rapid; broad, like the Loire; encased,
like the Meuse; serpentine, like the
Seine; limpid and green, like the
Somme; historical, like the Tiber; royal,
ltke the Danube; mysterious, like the
Nile; spangled with gold, like an Ameri-
can river; and like a river in Asia,
abounding in phantoms and fables.”

It rises in ihe Swiss |
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NO FOURRAGERE YET
FOR ANY A.EF. UNIT

Only Few Men With French’
Service Entitled to

With the exception of a few-—very
few soldiers with previous service in
the French army, no members of the
American Army in France are entitled
to wear the fourragére or other umnit
decoration,

During the last few weeks soldiers
have appeared in numbers with the
fourragére entwined on their shoulders
or, more modestly, ifs ministure pinned
to their breast. In nearly every in-

_Istance the ornamentaiion was without

authority.

in the French army a division is quali-
fied to wear the Croix de Guerre four-
ragére after two army citations. But

MAJOR SPOILS 72
"HOUR WORK RECORD

But Light Rail Man Sticks
to Job Sleepless fm‘-
Three Days

SR —

99 MINUTES LOST IN BED

Labor Feat on Mountain Can’t
Be Called Continuous

Every now and then a major insists on
butting in and speiling things. If it
hadn't been for a major it would have
been possible to say that Private Jacob
H. Wolfe, -~Engineers, working with-
ont sleep for a comtinuous period of 72
hours, most of the time under shell fire,
got two dilched light railway locomo-
tives back on the tracks, tinkered with
their machinery until be had them in
working order, and succeeded in deliver-
ing several train loads of much needed
material and ecquipment {6 a point near
the {ront.

The whole frouble was that the 72
sloepless hours were not continuous, for
Private Wolle actually enjoyed one and
one-hall hours in bed during (hree days
by direct command of thie same major.

Nevertheless, word of the performance
got back to the Chicf Xngineer, AB.F.,
who sat right down and wrote a letter
to Private Wolfe congratulating him on
his work. The story is contained in of-
ficial eorrespondence from the Division
of Light Railways and Roads, signed by
the major who eaused that word “con-
tinuous” {o be gualified.

Trains Broken ETp

_One night recenily three light railway
iragins were starfed on a irip to a camp
seven miles away, bui after they had
covered only a couple of miles the grade
proved to be too heavy for the tiny loco-
motive, so it was decided Lo break up the
{rains, send a few cars forward and leave
the others where they were until the
locomotives eould return and _pick
them up. ©

Then things began to happen. Toe
Boches singled out the light railway
trains as objectives and began to drep
shells all around them., In the mixup
two of the locomotives jumped the rails
and landed up in the dilches alongside
the track and things looked hopeless as
{ar as the guick delivery of the train-
loads of supplies wuas concerned. -

The major of the Enginecers who is in
charge of this scetion of -the light rail-
way system hustled out of the seene of
the ditched locomotives, and—bur lei
him tell the rest of it:

“I came up 4 few min afterward
and found that the locomotives were in
such bad shape that inexpericnced men
would be unable to get them on the rail
and ordered the balance of the men into
-——. The engineer, Jacob Wolfe, begged
me to allow him and his tbree helpers,
Cook Montegmery and Privates Ilerman
and Walsh, ali of the Enginecers, to try
and put the chgines back on the rails
and move them io the top of the moun-
tain,

“I finally consented to let them do so.
At that time these men had been on duty
continuously for 36 hours and Wolle
and his three ‘companions worked
threughout the night, rerailed the loco-
motives, and got the train back up the
mouniain. The shelling was heavy
throughout the night in the vieinity
where these men were working.

No One to Take Ilis Placo

“Itarly ihe next morning I ordered
Wolfe to turn in and get some rest and
he stated that there was not another
man in ihe cutfit to tuke his place and
as the tools, equipment and food had
.to go to the camp he asked to be al-
lowed to conlinue working, Ie con-
tinued to work throughout the day and
zot the tools, equipment and food to the
top of the mountain. At about 7 p. m.
1 found Wolfe still on his engine at work
and ordered him to go in and go to bed
and Ict the work go. About an hour
and a half later I found himp on the en-
gine again and I asked him why he did
not obey my order. He said that he had

jong he had to stay there, and as there
was lots of work to do and no one else
could” handle the enpgine with the ex-
ception of those who were working, he
destred to remain on duty until we could
get someone clse to get the work going.
“Wolfe conlinued to work during the
night and got relicved the following
morning, thus making 72 hours contin-
uous duty with the exception of the hour
zémil a half Wwhich he claims he was in
od." -

DUTY MUST BE PAID ~

The approach of Christmas, with the
already booming tide of home-going
bundles from France to Ameriea, makes
it essential to call Lo the attention of the
AEX, once more the fact that dutiable
articles are still dutiable, even though a
soldier sends them.

Bulletin '35, G.H.Q., says: * All mem-
bers of the ATF. are informed that
there is no authority of law under which
packages containing artieles. included in
the dutiable list of ithe Tariff Aect are
exempt from duty, even though sent by
soldiers or sajlors in France to their
friends. or relatives in the United
States.”

“Private Spink 18 a frank sort of per-
son, isn't he?” ’

“Yes, and- he’ll make his mark in
Germany, too.”

“Guess we'll Rave to give up studyihg
French before long”

“Guess we will. By the way, what's
the English for ‘tout do suite'i®

Officer’s Order Obeyed, so Long

been to bed and I did net state how],

But Boche Opponent Comes
Tumbling Down Just
the Same

Follow your squadron leader is one of
the first Jaws of fiying. There’s a young
airman, however, who is being envied by
his fellow cagies because of what. hap-
pened when he went counter to this pri-
mary fiying axiom the third day of the
battle thal centercd aboui Montfaucon.

This fiyer had been over the German
lines only once or twice when he found
himself in formation with his squadron
on what_promised te be a lively after-
noon. Doth German and American ob-
servation balloons were up in numbers,
and patrols of planes were sweeping back
and forth. The crackling of machine
guns when skirmishing planes met. the
enémy was almost continuous.

. Gradually the squadron mounted high-

er and higher and headed in the general
direetion of the Rhine. The fledgling
was last in the formation. He saw the
planes ahead of bim rise sharply to pass
over z cloud, and perhaps just out of
euriosity he decided he didn't earc to
dodge that clond at all—he would go
right under it.

Enter the Fokker

Yie made the dip, but to his amufe-
ment almost plopped into a Fokker which
had been flying directly under ihe cloud.
The Fokker immediately got on the
American’s tail with machine gun fire.
The fledgling returned the fire. Then
mysteriously the German airman’s ma-
chine gun stopped firing, and the Fokker
took a tumbling nose dive far downward.
The American followed with a spinning
dive. The German straightened out,
but, strangely enough, did not obpen
fire, The American opcned up again.
This time the German fell straight to the
ground. "

This was the American fiver's first
plane. 'So he made a landing-—that is he
tried to for ’his machine got badly
mussed up in a shell hole. While the
doughboys were raking over the wreck-
age of the German plane—they found an
iron cross on the pilot's breast—some-
body looked at the German machine gun
in the wreckage. Then everybody knew
why the German plane had stopped fir-
ing so suddenly when the battie had only
started. The first round of the young
American fiver's bullets had clipped into
the CGerman machine gun bnear the
breeeh, putting it out of action. :
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F VALENTINE'S

? Tha Vamish That Woen't Tem White

Valspar has proved
itself in all the strenuous
service of the war to pos-
sess every one of the
qualities we have claim-
ed for it.

1t has suffered ili-
treatment of every
possible kind and has
stood up under every
kind of punishment, and
it can be applied under
the most adverse con~
ditions.
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POOR MARY MUST PAY

{BYCasLETO 'ITHE STARS AND STRIPES]
AMERICA, XNov. 2L~Poor »Aary
Pickford has been ordered by the .coyrt

even after this, they can wear it only

The American Library Association

will mail upon feqest, to any member of ‘the A.E.F.any
book which ‘he may desire (prov'ded: it is obtainabie). or
the best tock available upon any subject. :

Two books at 2 time mfay be drawn in“this way. They
fay be rctained for a period of ene_month and returned
postage free.

In asking for books, it is always well to name a second
and third choice. Names should be written. pleinly apd
care-taken to give complete address.

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

10 Ruc de Elysée, Pdris

 upon_authority of a special order from
the French C.-in-C. or Minister of War.
In the American Army there are di-
visions which have been cited twice or
more in army orders, but none has re-
ceived the additional necessary author-
ity of the French higher authorities.

to pay her agent $100,000 as
for securing & raise in salary for her.
The ¢vidence showed that Mary’'s income
the last {wo vears was $670,000 a year.

If you think Mary stopped at that
beggarly pittance you must guess again.
After the lawsuit gave Miss Pickford
fat space In all the -newspapers, she
grabbed mofe space by announding a
new contract for six pictures yearly at
terms that will reach $1,500,000 an-
nually.

— e
“Iaven’t even made you a first class
private yet, eh?” .
“Nope. Only thing they've put on
my arm sinee [ joined up is a vaccina-
tion mark.”

THE BAND INSTRUMENT AND MUSIC
HOUSE, LONDCN. -
Instruments and Music supplied for:
Military Bands, )
Brcme Fita’& Bugle Band
Jozz ﬁnndu. etc,, ete. ande,
THE -HAWKES' INSTRUMENTS
ars. used by BRITISH GUARDS, the STAFF
BANDS, - and- tin tnjos
aitschied to the IAibed
Catalegues and quoles post free.
Write your twhnis.

i HAWKES &SON

ity of the~Rands
‘ghting F

HAW
Denman  Street,

& SON,
1y Clrrus, LONDON.

The

‘MODERN OPTICALCo.
(AMERICAN SYSTIM)

EYE SPECIALISTS AND OPTICIANS
SEND MONEY ORDERS AND CORRESPON-
DENCE Y0 N. QUENTIN, DIRECTOR,

5 Boulevard des Italiens, PARIS.

}3% Reduction to Americane.

MILITRARY BAND
INSTRUMENTS

Over 500 Military Bands of the U.S. A,
and Allied Armies recently equipped.

BESSON & €0, L70- .
198 Euston Road, LONDON, England
Telophone No.: Central 6,877

i
i

THE BRISTOL MFG. GO.

BRISTOL, Conn,, U.S.A.

Knit Underwear for Men
“Sandman” Sleeping Garments

“Unsurpassed for excellence ot
finish and regulasity of make.”

T EQUITABLE TRUST COMPANY

OF NEW YORK

PARIS OFFICE: 23, RUE

DE LA PAIX (Place & VOpink

Member of the Federal Reserve System
United States Depositary of Public Moneys
Agents for Paymasters and other Disbursing Officers

Offers its Baoking Facilities to

the Officers and Men of’the

"  AMERICAN ARMY AND NAVY
SERVING IN FRANCE )

LONDON, 3 King

William St.. E. C. -

CARTERS

No mefal can touch you
PARIS

GARTERS
8o metal
- ean fouch you,

s ymr"'i
/. guarantes of |
garter qualily &

v Thisis the
B PARIS
trade mark
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. WHERE TO SHOP
‘IN PARIS

To obtain quality and value
and to be weli attendad, ga to

The Reliable Department Store

AU PRINTEMP!

BOULEVARD HAUSSXW\ANN
{Close to the Opéra, the Madelsine Church ncd Salnt:Lazare Statlan)

Finest Collection of Suitable Christmas Gifts

' [ LATEST CREATION IN LADIES’ DRESS |

Military Equipment - Hogiery - Sports - Bedding;R'o‘lls,
Leather Goods - Photographic Supplies, etc., etc.

: AT LOWEST PRICES

Write for our SPECIAL WINTER and CHRISTMAS CATALOQUES.
Orders promptly exscuted by “our English staff

Parcels can he fotwarded direct ta the front and to any address In"the
United States, )

Ail shipping dome free of charge over 26 franca.

15€
~OEB.VUS PATORE

‘AT YOUR
“SERVICE”




