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AMERICA IN FRANCE
X—-The Argonne

The plain of Champagne, stretching
eastward from Reims, ends in a great
ded cut by % ble ra-
vines, that for four years has projected
at right anglos across the center of the
battle Hne between Switzerlund and the
North Sen. It Is the great forest of the
Argonne, similar In name to, and there-

" fors Hkely to be confused with, the

greater bulk of the Ardennes fartber
north.

The Argonne Is roughly 70 kilometers
long and 15 wide, and runs slightly west
of morth to east of -south. It is cut in
two about three quurters of the way up

by the valley of the river Aire,and here, |

some 15 kilometers from the starting
point of the present Franco-American at-

NARROW GAUGE TEAM
LAYS 280 SECTIONS

Two Engineer Privates Win
Individual Henors
With 53

LABOR BOYS DINE LATE

_Lieutenant Sets Table for Night
Feed-—Battalion Puts in Busy
’ Three Months

C leting sections of narrow gaunge

tack, stands the little village of Grand-

" pré, a namg which will echo familinrly

Y

© over the grocery store.

in the ear of anyone who has read Long-
fellow’s “Evangeline” ‘The Acadian
Grandpré, in fact, was named for' the
village between the wooded escarpments
of the Argonne.

The passes of the Argonne, of which
there are-five, have been fought for in
other wars than this. The most notable
victory connected with the name of the
Argonne was won, however, against the
same enemy. When the Prussians io-
vaded revolutiopary France in 1702,
they fought thefr way through the Ar-
gonne, but were summarily defcated at
Valmy, a tiny ‘village nine kilometers
east of Ste. Ménthould, and well south
of the start of the present batile. The
victory was the first striking success of
the Revolution. It, too, was won in
September,

Varennes-en-Argonne

Valmy is rather far afield from the
Argonne, despite its intimate connection
with it. On the eustern outskirts of the
forest, however, lies a town, taken by
the Americuns last week in the first day
of their aitnck, whose name is written
lurge in the history of France and of
her revolution.

Vareones-en-Argonne, one bpart of
which, the upper fown, Is built on the
slopes that are the begloning of the
plateau itself, whose streels now re-
ccho to the rumble of guns and ration
carts, once saw statelier, and daintler
feet step across its cobblestones than
those of Yunkee supply and mess ser-
geants on the arduous hunt for strayed
outfits. The mess sergeants, however,
even in these days of long rauge bulls-
eyes, are probably enjoying greater se-
curity in Varennes tban did Louis XVI
and Marie Antoinectte.

The story of their flight to Varennes
is ns hearthreaking a# narrative as the
history of France holds. The King and
Queen, the little Dauphin, and a few
court Iadies, who had been living at the
Tuileries in Paris virtually as priseners
since their departure from Versailles,
arranged to scek safety in flight from
the fate that only too obviously was
awakting them in the capital.

First of Many Hitches

On the night of June 20, 1791, .they
get forth, abandoning their i for
a plain traveling carriage just outside
the city's barricades. They reached
Chfilons late the following afternoon,
and the flight already seemed to be ap-
proaching a successful ending when, 14
miles beyond Chilions, the first of many
hitches occurred.

Here, at Pont-Sommesvesle, a mili-
tary escort was to meet them. The
honr set was 6:30, but the Duc de
Choiseul, In charge of the escory, had
thought it was to be 2:30. Assuming
something bad gone wrong, the Due,
instead of waiting, beeame panic strick-
en and withdrew the escort.

When, therefore, the party reached
Ste. Ménchould, at 8:30, they were un-
protected. A luxurious carriage could
not arrive in Ste. Ménéhould in those
days without exciting at least a certain
amount of gossip, but it remained for
the noblest gossip of them all—the vil-
lage postmaster—to recognize the King
through his rescmblance to the portrait
on the document by which the pestinas-
ter had just been paid. It was much
as though some one had recegnized
Washingt from 2 stamp.

Royal Party Followed

The postmaster could scarcely be ex-

peeted to keep the news to himself, even
had he been a warm supporter of the
King, which he was not. The royal
purty was accordingly followed. They
crossed the Argonne to . Clermont, 14
kilometers south of Varennes, where
they might still have eseaped had not
the covrler cslled out “Route de
Varennes!” to guide the postiilons,
thereby apprising the pursning post-
master, who very likely would otherwise
have taken one of the main roads so-th
or east. Another military escort in-
tended for the King's party had actu-
ally done this.
. The travelers reached Varennes at 11
o'clock at might. The relays of horses
which they expected were not ready. so
new delays were cncountered. Not,
however, by the postmaster of Ste.
Ménchould. That worthy hastened to
the tavern of the Bras d'Or and gave
the alarm. Then he seized a cart of
furniture and barricaded the bridge
over the Aire.

The royal fugitives meanwhile at-
tempted to continue the journey, but
their 7 ts were d id by the
revolutionary precursor of the MNP,
who now direcls camion traffic at Va-
rennes. 'The passports did not bear the

i of the Pr of the
National Assembly—unlikely that they
would. The party would have to be
detained.

Over the Grocery Store

The M.P. of 1792, whose name was
Sauce, was at all events kind enough to
offer them the hospitality of his house.
Up the winding stairway in the rear of
the, little grocery store on the ground
floor (with its strong odor of tallow
which the Queen could not endure), into
a tiny back room in the humble dwell-

track at the rate of cight feet a minute,
a team representing Company © of the
‘Steenth Engineers won a track assem-
bling contest at Light Railway Ceutral
Shops, with a total of 280 sections.
Company C and Company B of the Blank
Engineers were tled for second with 279
sections each.

Individua! honers were caplured by
Privates T. A. Olsen and H. W. Behren
‘of Company B, this pair having 53 sec-
tions to their eredit. Privates Paul P.
Hackett spd William Morrissey of the
winning team were second, with 52 sec-
tions,

Fach team was composed of 12 men,
who worked in pairs, placing and bolt-
jng ralls upon the steel ties. Two five
meter length rails and eight ties, fas-
tened with 64 bolts, were used for each
section. Endurance as well as nimble
fingers counted in turning out one section
every 11 minutes, which was the record
made by the winning pair. Six helpers
were kept busy providing the competi-
tors with the nccessary bolis and ties.

Race On at 7 a.m.

The race began at 7 o'clock in the
morning, the men quickly swinglng into
a break-neck pace that was continued
without let-up during the entire day, in
spite of raw winds and drizzling rain.
It was at once cvident that the contest
would be a close one, for section after
section was completed without any onc
of the teams ing even the
advantage.

Gradually the two companies of the
Blank Enginecrs forged ahead, and at
noon they were leading the 'Steenth
Engineer represeniatives by six sections.
By three o'clock Company B increased
its lend to nine, and the members of the
team were already plamming how to cel-
chrate the victory. .

Then the unexpected happened. With
their first defeat in a 15 months’ Army
career seemingly inevitable, the *Steenth
Enginecrs beeame desperate, and two
men in the outfit became heroes in &
grandstand finish that cqualed any up-
nill fight staged on the Polo Grounds in
ante-bellum days.

The Birds Speed Up

“Speed up, birds!” shouted this pair
#g they completed a seciion In seven
minutes. 'The birds dld speed up.
There were no crowded bleachers nor
cheering rooters—the fellows who would
heve liked to watch the confest were
busy on jobs of their own—but there
was all kinds of pep in that spirt. The
final count, by a committec of ueutral
officers, gave the 'Steenth Kngincers the
victory by a single section. e

“We gotta hand it to.you Ifellows”
snid the sergeant in charge of the Com-
pany B tears.

The officers of the post had promived
to provide a feed for the winners. but
the race was so close that it seemed un-
fair to discriminate against anyone. So
that might a regular celebration was
held in the mess hall, the members of
ihe three tenms being the guests. ‘The
tunch consisted of salad, sandwiches,
apple pie and doughnuts.

W. 1. Geruxprsi, Engrs.

Not long ago, just before the recent
American advance, news came to {he
commander of a certain colored Tabor
Company that it was absolutely neces-
sary that a certain amount of goods
be piled on a train that would pass
through the town in central France
where the company was stationed in
order that the supplies might reach the
men of the front line before it was too

ate. .

That evening the men of the company
came in dog tired, soaking wet from the
all-day rain and anxieus for the com-
fort of the barracks. While they were
lined up for supper the first Yeutenant
who was in command briefly explained
what was needed and told them that he
would not order a single man to go down
to the railroad to load the irain, but
would ask for volunieers. Every man
who was willing to put in the evening
for the good of the Serviee was {o slep
one pace to the front. .

Every single man, including the cooks
and K.P.'s, who were at the window and
overheard the speech. stepped forward
that one pace. So the big trucks were
touded down with the whole company.
The licutenant was on the front seat of
one of them and the mess sergeant and
the top on the front seats of the other
two. .

Abont 10 o'clock the lientenant and
the mess sergeant and two K.PV's walked
hack fo the barracks and got supper for
the crowd. The lieutenant himself =zel
the table with jam and melons, which
ke bought. And when 1 o'clock in the
morving esme the company returned to
a fine, hot meal. When 6 o'clock came
a fow hours later every man turned out,
ready for the work of the day.

W. J. WaLrer Y.M.CA.

In your articie of September 6,
“Achievement,” you rvecite iwo achieve-
ments by troops of the A.B.F. which are
interesting and will no doubt be inspir-
ing to others who must conient ther-
selves with doing all they can to end
the war in the S.0.8.

Laying aside false modesty and ze-
cepting your invitation, I squit for

ing of M.. Sauce, st the 7
company in history. The Queen called
for eclean sheets, and the lttle Dauphin
and his sister were soon as fast asleep
ag if the fate of the Bourbonms, were
never to be decided.

Before 5 in the morning a crowd of
over five thousand, from Varennes and
the towns roundabout, was outside M.
Sauce's suddenly famous litile dwelling
An hour later
arrived messengers ordering the King's
roturn to Paris. Various ruses were
fried to gain time, in the hope that
assistance might yet arrive. One of the
maids In waiting feigned sudden illness.
Nothing availed, and the little party
descended the narrow staircase—a stair-
ease that led ms straight to the guillo-
tine as the steps of the scaffold itself.
Youis was beheaded January 21, 1793;
Marie Antoinette on October 16 in that
same Fear.

Carlyle tells the story graphieally, but
with a few inaccuracieg particularly as
regards the distances between some of
the towns covered in the flight.

The order for Louis’s arrest used to
be shown 8t the hotel de ville. Some
day it may be shown again—in a mew
hotal do ville.

your tion a few achieve
accomplished by one battalion within the
period of three months. We have not
broken any records that we know of, but
we cannot help feeling that we are set-
ting 4 pace hard to beat for-a non-com-
batant outfit:

Cleared 85,693 square yards of timber.

Laid 3,750 square yards of flooring.

Laid 2,137 square vards of roofing.

Erected 1,977 sections of frame bar-
racks.

Cut 518 cords of brush.
s Excavated £3571 eubie yards of dirt.

Rebuilt 103 gasoline motors.

Repaired 106 transmissions,

Repaired 208 magnetos.

Repaired 278 batteries.

Tiepaired 103 gmenerators.

Repalred 108 starting motors.

Repaired 19 gas tractors.

Repaired 11 rheostats.

Repaired 81 motor trucks and automo-
biles.

‘Made 479 bearings.

Sawed 28,035 feet of lumber.

Laid 10,818 fect of narrow guuge rail-
way track.

Drove 2,141 rivets and repaired 100 bi-
eyeles. S

The batf{alion is composed of five com-
panies of approximately 165 men each,

. M Rowren,

Chiof Technien] Officer.

'ECHOES FROM THE
ST. MIHIEL FIGHT

The familiar looking and familiarly
spelt French word “saint” is pronouuced
by at Ieast 89 Yanks out of a hundred
as though it were its English counter-
part. There is one glorious, exception.
St. Mihicl Is called “San Mihiel,” not
“Qaint Mihiel,” by everybody in O.D.
who had apything to do with reducing
the salient. It is not only promounced
San Mthiel. It has even achieved the
distinction of being written that way on
division bulletin boards—probably by
old campaigners with Philippine, Cuban
and Mexican memories cluttering up
their orthography.

During the German's four year occu-
pation of one tiny hamlet in the St.
Mihiel salient, the Trench population
was forced to work for the German off-
cers, prepare their meals, wash their
clothes, clean their dirty boots and do
various other tasks that were imposed
upon’ them, just as it did in the other
towns.

One toiler was an old woman, much
bent with years and suffering with rheu-
matism. Her daily task was to care for
five rooms, wash and scrub the floors,
chinge the linen and look sfter the of-
ficers” many pelty wants, She was not
allowed out after 7:30 in the evening or
permitted to visit her neighbors without
first obtaining permission.

Puring all those four years this old
woman kept, hidden away in a sceret
trunk, o silk waist and tailored skirt,
hoping against hope that a brighter day
wonld dawn for her.

The bright day dawned when the
Americans swept forward on the early
morning of the 13th of September, driv-
ing the Geripans before them. After the
barrage had passed on and the streets
had filled with Yanks, she dusted off the
trunk, unlocked if, dressed up in her
best, carefully smoothed out the wrin-
kles, asked 2 doughboy if it was bon,
then went calling on her mneighbors and
evén paid a visit to the American cowm-
mandger. .

A German machine gun nest was cap-
tured by the Americans after an hour
of hard fighting, during which time the
guenner and his two comrades were
killed. When the Americans reached the
pit they found that the deud Germans
wore the insignia of the German

The paper shortage is still with us.
and ihe tons of German paper captured
in the St. Mihiel attack comes in quite
as handy as anything else that used to
belong to the Germans but doesn’t now.
One divisional adjuiant uses a drawer-
ful of Tages Rapport blanks for scratch
paper. . Tages Rapport is only our own
familiar and troublesome daily repert.

A waiting column of Infaniry was
watching the aimless circlings of a
French plane. Then they began to re-
alize that the cirelings were not aim-
less, that the pilot, ¥n all his voyagings
nither and vonr high and low, was look-
ing for something. Apparently he found
it, for soon he made off in a beeline for
somewhere and disappeared.

The waiting column could not sce the
cnd of the adventure, 4id@ not know that
the French flyer, discovering at last the
huge rved cross that marked an American
hospital, finally glided down, stopped 2
few feet from the hospilal entrance, got
out, and asked if he might have his

wounds dressed.
Rﬂ
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NO BOCHE CAPTIVES
TO WORK NEAR LINE

Prisoners Will Approach
Front No Closer Than
30 Kilometers

What is a prisoner of war?

G.O. 159, quoting from “Rules of Land
Warfare,” defines him asg follows: “A
prisoner of war is an individual whom
the encmy, upon capture, temporarily
deprives of his personal liberty on ac-
eount of his participution direetly or
indirectly in the hostilities, and whom
the laws of war preseribe shall be
treated with certain considerations.” -

Other extructs from “Rules of Land
Warfare” quoted by the new G.0. In
this connectlon, are these:

“priséners of war are in the power of
the hostile government, but not of the
individuals or corps who capture them.
They must be humanely treated.

“All physical suffering, all brutality
which is not mecessitated as an indis-
pensable measure for guarding prisoners
are formally prohibited.

To Keep Personal Belongings

“AR their personal belongings, except
arms, horses and military papers, re-
main their property.

“Prisoners of war must not be re-
garded as criminals or conviets. They
are guarded as & measure of security
and not of punishment.”

The G.0., however, goes farther than
this and insists that prisoners of war
“will, under no circumstances, be em-
ployed within 30 kilometers of the front
liné, except, that, when being sent to
the rear after their caplure, they may
be required to carry with. them thelr
own or American wounded to a place of
safety? .

Corps and army prisoner of war en-
closures wiil be provided with means
wherewith to furnish hot meals to pris-
oners ag soon as the latter are received.
When practicable, hot soup will be fur-
nished them even nearer the front, ac-
cording to the new G.O.

HOTEL BRIGHTON, PARIS

218 Rue de Rivoli (Tuileries)

Ask for
THE BACHIA BRAND
GF HAVANA JCIGADS

Superior in quality

IT'S P.ES., US.A, NOW

The M.P.E:S, otherwise the Military
Postal Express Service, will hercafter
be known as the Postal Express Service,
i]_nitod States Army, according to G.O.
ke

The organization lables of divisions
and division headquarters are also al-
tered to provide a mail detachment in
each division, to consist of a first or
second Neutenant, two sergeants, four
corporals, six first-class privates, and 14
-privates.. They will be sttached to the
headquarters as additional troops.

The same G.O. callg attention to the
fact that all members of the Army in
France. in addressing letfers or f{ele-
grams to units or individuals in France,
must use the abbreviation, “American
EF,” not ALF.

IN THE DAYS THAT WERE

“Watcha lookin' so gldomy about?”

“It's over a year since I dropped a
lighted cigareite in the cuff of my
trousers.”

SPAULDING & CO.

JEWELLERS

DIAMONDS—~WATCHES

23 Rue de 1o Palx, Paris
Michigan Bou'evard, Chicago

WALK-OVER
SHOES

34 Bouleyard dea lta]ie@"s
19-21 Boul. des Capuycines

PARIS

All soldlers are wels
come at the WALK-
OVER Stores, where
they can apply for any
informationand where
| all possible services of
.any kind will-be-rend=

cred free of charge.

Zreds ih:k

LYONS, 12 Rue deTa République
NAPLES, 215 Vis Roma

The WALK-OVER * French- Conversation
Book” and Catalogue wili be sent gratis to
1ny soldier applying for it,

Made in New York, U.S.A.

The Harvard

43 Buulevard Bespail, Paria,

JOHN GULLY COLE. 8

Bxtends_a cordial invilalion lo every Harvard man in Euro
Annual Club Dinrer, Saturdsy, Octeber 12, at 7 p. p1., a,ltl tg:

Price: 20 FRANCS for Everyth'n¢

As & Inrge attendance is expected and on_scrount of delays in the mail, are
earnestly requosted to send your reply at the earliest possible dule to the semmr_v.

Club of Paris

to attend the
Hotel Luletia,

Rue de Richelieu, Paris
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BESSONNEAU

is the creator of

Aeroplane Sheds
Hospital Sheds

Ambhulance Tents
Sanitary Huts

The BESSONNEAU constructions
have stood their tests tor many years
in several campaigns on all fronts and

in all climates.

The BESSONNEAU constructions

axc now being

BESSONNEAU makes
pronerly waterproof and does fhe
whole: of his constructing himself:
Tents, sheds and huts.

o have every real GARANTER ons |
must have the trade-mark:

imitated, but only
his canvas

FATIM

oA Sensible Cigarette
Lrgibefjoslitomte

FOR
AMERICA

Special Premises now
open in the Heart of
London {: American

the

Friends of the JUNIOR!
Army & Navy Stores

When America [first entered the war we
realised her effort would be on such a
gigantic 'scale that available shipping
resources might mnot - allow American
organisation to meet the soldiet’s every
requirement. Believingthatthe JUNJOR
Army & Navy Stores would be . called
upon to replace officers’ war worn uniforms
and equipment, te provide winter under-
clothing in place of summer-,wedi‘, to
supply luxuries for the table. of your
messes, the Company’s Managing Direc-
tor and Military Expert visited the States
in 1017. :

‘We made preparations, knowing we could.
be useful, and now our reldtions With the
American Expeditionary Force ate' so big
ds to call for special premises,

We have, therefore, rented ample floor
space directly opposite cur London Store
‘in Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus, and
fitted it for the exclusive use of members
of the American Expeditionary Forces,

We are cailing (hese
premises the-
AMERICAN RENBEZVOUS

- Our aim is neither a shop ncr'a club, but

a happy combination of both, with simple
facilities added to make you comfortable
when in London. Most American News-
papers and Magazines will be here for you
to read or buy—writing paper, with
stenographers at call if desired —smoking
lounge and toiletrooms — light refreshments
throughout ‘the day—reception clerk to
answer your enquiries—and a full display
of uniforms, boots, clothing and all prac-
tical equipment,

We are notin a hurry for business,”we
want to sell you only what you need to
buy. The American Rendezvous is to be
a real meeting place for Americans in
uniform. Take us at our word, we’ll be
glad to know you when you come across.
In the meantime, drop us 2 line if we can
be of service to you in any way whatsozver.

UNIOR, orzr7osiz )

@) % STORES
15 REGENT STREET, LONDON

o . 5.W. 1.
- in Piccadilly Circus—the Center of London !

17-& 19 UNION STREET. ALDERSHOT.
21 1024 OLIVER STREET, DUBLIN, etc.

AMERICAN OFFICE
366 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.




