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hearts and ideals through ties of blood.

We are making friends of them all. We
want to understand them, just as we want
to be friends of France and England.

THE 0. D. SANTA CLAUS

We may or may not get Christmas
packages from home this year. Hven
if we do, there are so many of us over
here that the packages will have to be
rather small, But packages or no pack-
ages, there is one way in which we can
make this Christmas bright and glad,
not only for ourselves, but for others.

| The Army’s Poets |

PRIVATE JONES, A.E.F.

“Who is the boy and what does he do, and
what do the gold stripes mean?

And why is his mouth so grim and hard while
those eyes of his are a-dream?

Only a private soldier, eh, and he holds his
head that high?

Putting on airs a bit, I'd say; nothing about
him that's shy.

“ITe's bheen through hell three times, you say,
and turncd up with a grin?

He's fuced the great unknown so much it holds
no fear for him?

Ile's seen the highest lights of life and deep-
est shadows, too?

He knows what glory means when mixed with
mud, red blood and blue?

THE BOYS

.

“He's slept in the slush and rain and hummed
a tune as the big guns barked?

He's eaten a single meal a day, and kept rag-
time in his heart? N

He's fallen three times, you say, in the .dark,
with limp, 9til} things around,

And he called the nurse ‘kid” and asked her to
help him get back to that ground?
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THE NEW UNIFORM

‘When—and if-~the proposed mnew
uniform becomes a reality (whether or
not the changes are those now up for
the approval of the authorities), it is
the earnest hope of every man in O.D.
that his elothes, whatever their eut, will
bespeak him an American,

Tt is right and just that we should
borrow detnils of proved practicality,
porrow ihem impariially from friend and
foo. We can do this withoul parading ind
ather people’s dress, without seeming other
than we are—io-wil, Americans.

If an All-Ally uniform—the same for
Frenchman, Englishman, Halian, Belgian,
every one—had ever been thought feasible
or desirable, it wonld have heen adopled
long before America ever entered the war.
It was never even {houghi of.

Svery individnal in the ATF. prob-
ably has his own eonception of what

That way is to share in the adoption of
one of the little war waifs of France,
The prayers and gratitude of the
youngsters that we thus help to live will
follow us through all the years to come.
Pheir little letters, couched in just-be-
ginning French, or, perhaps in even
more just-beginning English, will light-
en up the gloom of many a billet on
many a rainy day. But best of ail will
be the pleasure and pride it will give
our own little sisters and brothers, safe,
warm and well fed back home, to know
that in their names we have done what
we could to make other children happy.
And what betler recompense conld we
make to our own mothers for their eare
of us than to do our share in ecaring, in
their names, for the fatherless, mother-
ss children of our sister Ally?
Not all of us can be generals. Not all
of us ean even be first-class privates.
But we can, each and every man of us,
be a Santa Claus in O.D. 1o some child
who, withoul. our aid, would have to
wait with tear-dimmed eye at the foot
of the ehimaey in vain.

MONEY IN HIS POCKET
One of the offices at IJeadguarters,
$.0.S., until recently was in charge of
a eaptain. The eaptain’s ehief clerk and
second in command was a private who,
by long experience in civilian life, was

“No wonder the mouth Is grim and set, no
wonder the eyes a-dream;

The best and worst in life and death the plain
buck private has seen.

Al, well, I suppose he'd lke to quit and get
an easler job. T -

No? Not he? He told you, you say, he
wouldn't trade bunks with Goa?”

Wiltiamn 1. Engle, Pvt,, Inf.

THE BUGLER

(A patient in Base Hospital 48)
“f can't blow taps no more,”

He s Lo me.
¢Phey'd kidded him outside the barrack door.)
“I vsed to do it pretty well before—
Before I played my buddy off—it’s war.

But don't you see?

5

“The moon was full und white,
And shinin® free,
About the way it's shinin® there tonight.
We started up, and Buddy got it right-—
A piece of shrap, it dropped him out the fight
Alongside me.

“We luid him In the clay;
And It was me
That sounded taps; il.ere was no other way-—
i can’t blow taps no more . . . but say!
1 tupped_a German skull the other day,
And that squares me!”
Pvt. Lin Davies.

EVERYBORY’S FRIEND
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great dream of Christendom come true.
e it

" 'MORE GAS

The Germans have opened with a
new barrage of high explosive litera-
ture, {rying to gas British soldiers with
erman airmen have dropped
shipping

jealousy., G
pamphlets saying  American

members of the Women’s Overseas Corps.
1t is inevitable that they will be
kuown 10 us, if not {o history, as Woes.
Well and good. but how are you go-
ing 1o pronounce Weoe? Shall it rhyme
with sock, just as Waac rhymes with sack—
or, as some people pronounce it, with sock,
too? Or shall it thyme with soak?

The place she ought to be.

She's where the bors
Make lots of nois
And shells make
She always meets
With lots of eals
The wounded as they pass,
She smiles at all,
The big an’ smuall,

ots of gas;

fnto which it had eniered after generations of
slavery and oppression: the other of a sim-
ple, inspived hermit, Jooking ount over the blue
Aegean from “the jsle that Is called Patmos”
aud visioning the uitimate battle of batiles,
the victory of the legions of Heaven over the
legions of Hell, the final triumph of Good
over Evil,

Fhere have been, then, two Armageddons:

took up positions on Mount Tabor, overlook-
ing the plains of Armageddon, with the river
Megiddo, from which the plain is named, run-
ning throngh it. .

Sisern meanwhile had gathered together his
nine hundred chariots “and all the people
that were with him™—Dbow many-the account
does not staie, but apparently a formidable
enough foree.

Armageddon, as told in the last book of the
Wew TTestament, would be as futile as to at-
tempt a prose rendition of “Paradlise T.ost.”

The host in that other battle was gathered
together “into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon.”

And the sevenih angel poured out his vial
into the alr; and there came a great voice ouf
of the temple of heaven, from the throne,
saying, It is done.

! M e v She never gives no sass. s trel " o W ¥ sracli 5, v ‘And there were voices, and thunderings, and
accomplichments already have eelipsed If it is Woe and sock, Waae and sack She's our best bet, the actual flesh-and-blood battle beiween the n,g"‘f,,f,’i,’,’,‘ﬁ};,’f’s’ :ﬁ‘:h‘;; B(’,’,f““ﬁf‘e‘“’(‘;',’,ffaﬁ%‘;if ughtgutxgs; and there was a great earthquake,
s 5 S S

(ireat Britain's oecan trade.

Very wisely refraining from pointing
out thal #ll the new boats Unele Sam
has haill are heing devoted fo the single
task of eliminating the German menace
to the world, the Gérman pamphlet
writer apparently thinks he can produee
such a frame of mind among British
soldiers that Germany might still win
by peace the chanee to get ready for its
nest war. Germany wants peace before

its fangs ave pulled.

We may now look for the prolifie
German hooklet writers and German
airmen to fell Ameriean soldiers again
that Amerien has ne inferest at stake in
soldiers
Yreat Britain’s

this war, and that Ameriean
are being used to further

selfish gobbling up German colonies.

The American answer to this sort of
stuff will consist in a vather erude ges-
ture performed by the justaposition of
the nose and the thumb of cither hand.

et ey

TIES THAT BIND
In the S0O8

couniry

Africa, Tudia, Russ
the friendships of ihis chy

nations when this war has been won.

The donghboy is destroying forever
the myth of a blustering, money-grab-
bing, liypocritical nation that the people
of many lands had been told lay to the

west of the Atlantie.

n Tranee the Amerieans are mecting
thousands of Chinese, wholly different
in features, color and costumes, young
men of good physique, some of them
their own country.
here is a sign of an

highly educated in
Their presence

3, as well as at the front,
the American soldier is fighting for his

‘s canse in one way which is apt
to be overlooked. e is making friends
with men who come from China and Japan,
[ and  Australia, and
¢ war-time
are going lo count in fhe relations belween

(or soek), there is bound lo be some
eonfusion. Somebody will say Woe, and
every one will think he means Waac.
Also viee versa.

Our suggestion is that the O be made
long—it’s long in Overseas, and it is
the O in Overseas that goes to make up
Woe. We offer that suggestion for
what it is worth. And since e speak
through the tongueless medium of type,
no one is going to tell how we pronounce
it, anyway.

e ————
MAKE THEM WORK FOR IT
“What's the harm in mentioning that
in @ letter home? The Germans ecan find
it out, anyway.'’
This is probably one of the most fre-
quent kicks at the censorship. There
is. of eourse, a vast amount of informa-
tion, and rather valuable information,
that any spy not suffering from feeble-
mindedness can get for the looking—
what town is sheltering what units,
what troops are arriving at base ports,
what vessels they are coming on.
All this the enemy ean learn simply
by going out after it, almost without
asking any questions, without any one's
opening his mouth wider than he shonld.
Still, he has to go out after that in-
formation, and he has to send men (or
women) to get it. Ilis task is far more
complicated thereby than if it were simply
1 question of intercepting leiters or getting
some simple youth fo iell all he knows.
The more Germans we can keep busy
hunting up stuff, the fewer Germans
there will be to bear arms

et

THE WHITE FLAG
There are several reasons why Bulgaria,
the smallest and weakest link in lhe Ger-
man chain, should be so willing to ery quils.
The most important of these reasons

«
¢

Qur litile pet—
Salvation Army T.ass,
Charles D, Bourcier, 1st Lieut., Inf,

BEFORE A DRIVE

f.oud sp!
A

aissons and guns and Infantey,
Al jamuned together in the dark

And mud and rain of northern France,
Moving toward the Front.

Night after night it had been thus, .

With days of hard, relentless toil

Spent over maps of war and battie plans,
With one or two or three, perhaps,

Short hours of sleep in every twenty-four,
Only what chance afforded--

i1 had lost all trace of time;

Day meuant but heavy toil,

And night dull tramping onward in the mud,

tor trucks; .
Life wus but mud and rain and weary men.

1 chanced to puuse and gaze into the West,
And there was all the beauty of the world
Lying a-tep the rain be-jfeweled trees

In stripes of crimson, lavender and blue
And all the other colors known to man!

Then darkness came,
noerthward once again,

Buffeted about by calssons afid guns and mo
tor trucks,

But lo! the road that night was smooth}
My feet were steady and my heart was gay,
¥or T had looked into the West I love

Charles Lyn Fox, Inf.
SEICHEPREY

A handful came to Seicheprey
When winter wouds were bare,

YWhen ice was in the trenc
And snow was in the nir

The foe looked down on Seicheprey
And laughed to see them there.

The months crept by at Seicheprey
The growing handful staye

With growling guns at mi ght,
At dawn, the lightning raid.

Angd learned, in Seichdprey trenches,
How war's red gume is played.

September came to Seicheprey:’
A slow-wrought host arose
And rolied across the trenches
And whelmed its sneering foes,
And left to shattered Scicheprey
TUnending, sweet yepose.
Joseph Mills Hanson, Capt, F. A,

Jtting motor truck and wagon trains,

Buffeted about by calssons and gons and mo-

And then—one evening ere the march began,

and I was tramping

And there had seen the magic of your smile.

Canaanites and the Israelites, and the alle-
gorieal struggle, portrayed in the Revelation
of St. Johm the Divine, in which “every island
fled away, and rhe mountding were not
found.” :

The story of the first Amnageddon is as
graphic and dramatic a tule of war as the
O1d Testament can record-—and there are few
chronicles mdre steeped in blood. Its heroes
—rather, its heroines—wereg (wo women.

The children of Isracl had been suffering
under the Canpanite yoke for 20 years. Jabin
was king of the Canasanites, and the captain
of the Canaanite host was Rixers. He had
nine hundred chariots of irom—the predoces-
sor, perhaps, of the light tank.

broke their ranks in such furious assault that
the foe was put to flight, “and all the host of
Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and
there was not a man left.”

Not a man left-—cxeept Sivera. Af the he-
ginning of the rout he had “lighted down off
his chariof, and fled away on bis fect.” Xe
fled lo the tent of Jael, wife of Ileber the
Kenite, with whose house he was at peace.
The story confinues:

And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said
uynto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me;
fear not. .And when he had turned in unto her
into the tent, she covered him with a mantle.

‘And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee,
a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And

such as was not since men were upon the
carth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great

And there fell upon men a great hail aut of
heaven, cvery stone about the weight of a tal-
ent: and men blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hall; for the plague thereof was
exceeding great,

“Peath and hell were cast into the lake of
fire,” writes the inspired saint. “And I saw
2 new heaven and a mew earth: for the first
henven and the first earth were pussed away;
and there was no more sea.”

“Op the north our cavalry, traversing the
field of Armageddon—"

Iven lu this war there are a few thrillsleft.

VIRGINIA SAYS YANK

T'o the Fditor of T STARS AND STRIPES:
Primarily, my objeet in writing is merely
to have a little talkfest over this much dis-
cussed question as to the proper nom-de-plume
(if that isn’t the right word, hit me hard) to
be given the American soldier in France. Sev-
eral names have been suggested, and at one
time I was terribly afraid they were going
to wish the Snmmie on to us. I am more than
- {delighted to see there were enough sane peo-
ple left to squash that. -
The title, if it can be called such, of Yank
is one every trie Ameriean should be proud
of. When I believe this and express this
pelief, T am also expressing the belief of my
father, and when I state further that I and
my people for several generations back are
nafives of Virginia, and that my father was
with General Lee's men at the end of our
internal strife in 65, T think you will appre-
ciate my sentiments. The term Yank, {o my
way of thinking, is synonymous w th- {rue
Americanism. Let us drop the diseussion and
feel happy that the term Yank, as applied to
us, is one we reverence and are proud to an-
swer to,-und that the extremists have been
unable to accomplish their desire in tacking
any new name to us. R. A. Bennett,

2nd Lieut.,, 8.C.

HE WANTS A RIFLE

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
I have hoticed that you publish the howls

1o the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

When the war is over and the doughboys
have learned to pronounce “Iriedrichshafen,”
have absorbed most of the rain in Lorraine,
and have bLeen put through the sieam room,
the refrigeraior room, the rub roast, and been
fumigated with formaldehyde, there is Hkely
going to be a grand rush of applications for
side trips to England before the jaunt back
to the U.S.A.

Not all of the Yanks, however, will be
vearning for a peek at Piccadilly, a squint at
the Strand, or a trek up to Stratford-on-Avon,
where Shakespeare used to dictate highbrow
stuff info a phonograph funnel.

Unbeknown to most of the doughboys, many
thousands of thelr brothers of the Air Serv-
jee already have had their tour de luxe of
England and have learned to suy “Frawnee”
and sip ten precisely at 4:30 in the after-
noon.

As o mnatter of fact, the Tnited States, for
almost & year, has maintained a small army
of Air Seryice treops in England under a
reciproenl agreement serving two purpeses—
one, relieving a cotresponding number of Eng-
lish mechanics for use at the front; and, two,
training American 1pechanies on up-to-the-
minute types of airplanes and engines-—Bris-
tol TFighters, S.E. ¥'s, Snipes, Camcls,
DH, 4's and D 95, behemothic Ifandley-
Pages. and what not,

Thousands of {hese mechanies arrived in
England as early as last December and Jap-
uary, and regularly ‘every month well-trained

falized 1

AIR SQUADRONS IN ENGLAND

This Inboratory work of Uncle Sam’'s has
pragressed to such an extent that Yank sol-
diers from Kalmmnazoo, Keokuk, Kiamath
Falls and Corpus Christi now are carrying on
the work ir some 75 British airdromes, and,
in addition, hundreds are going to sehodl,
learning how to adjust compases, how to
monkey with the mechanism of 200-pound
hombs, how to vulcanize rubber, how to black-
smith, how to do acetylene welding, how to
true up fuselages, rig ailerons—in fact, learn-
ing everything fhere is to kuow about the
anatomy and fevodynamics of an airplane.

And, vesides these Luropean college courses
at Tncle Sgm’s tuition, the men are getting
plenty of matton, rice, jelly- and sight-seeing
pilgrimages thrown in for good measure.

Nenrly one thousand enlisted men are at-
tondiug classes regularly in one of the blg
DBritish technical is. After finishing their
courses, which run anywhere from one week
to 10 or 12 weeks, they are graduated and
gsent back to thelr squadrons, ready- for the
call from France.

As shown by British practice, the average
{ime required to train thoroughly a mechanfc
for any one type of machine is from three fo
four months. During this period of training,
the Amerfean mechanles work side by side
with the British enlisted personnel, thereby
securing the advantage of the valuable expe-
rlence gained by the British durlog the last
three or four years.

Ameriean fiyers also are being tralped In
England. Several hundred pilots already have
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larly in its velations with the United States.
Behind the mask of uncomprehended lan-
guage the Chinese soldier is a shrewd ob-

server, sensitive to impressions.

In some places the Ameri
ing soldiers of India, tall, si
men of natural digni
the traditions of a las

ns are meet-
aight-limbed
‘e with them
zation thai

divided in three.

Bulgaria, too, was one of the veterans
of the war, for all her size. She has
been fighting off and on for six years,
and wars these days are apt to tell on
a small nalion in six years.

Then, too, her Czar, as crafty, cun-
ning and treacherous a ruler as Europe

How shall we show our pity and our pride?
How sh;:.)l we crown their glory and thei
woe?

Not by the means of futile words of praise—
The nameless dead do never ask this gift—
Not by the spiendid monuments we ruise
Nor by the half-mast flags we sadly Jift;
But let this be their glory, be their due,

Lcttht their single thought speak for them
ero:

In that rich moment when they gave cach knew.

Engineers under the impression that my régi-
ment was to do sapper duty, but afler landing
in France, 14 months dgo, we were put to
work on the railronds.

There are many of our men who are tired
of bombproof Jobs and want action, but can-
not secure a transfer.

T have applied for transfer both to the Tank
Corps and the doughboys, but have not heard
We have

r

a {horough training course of from four to
eight months in England, Scotland or Ireland,
ready for active service at the front.

When the first of these American contin-
gents arrived in England from the United
States, the British welcomed them with per-
functory hospitality, but as friendships rip-
ened and the British disecovered that the
Ameriean lads were not Cherokee, Blackfeet

There are other activitles of the American
Alr Service in the Britlsh Isles which cannot
be touched upon. But it can be stuted that
our government’s plan of training American
mechanics in close proximity to France has
proved of great value to the hends of the
Ajr Service, ABYF. There 1s at oll times &
steady stream of personnel ready to be poured
into active service at-the front, for the Ale
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There are other strangers here, ioo,



