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CLEMENCEAU,
“LE TOMBEUR,”
SCORES AGAIN

Wrecker of Cabinets Adds
Austrian Scalp to His
»  Belt Ornaments

ONCE TAUGHT IN AMERICA

Former Premier !s Recalled to
Helm of French Ship of State
in His 77th Year

FORESAW GERMAN MADNESS

Republic’s Grand Old Man Is Crack
Shot, Expert Swordsman, Physi-
cian and Novelist, Too

Crack shoi and swordsman extraordi-
pary, physician, skeptic, playwright,
novelist, editor, a political writer of
ever-increasing loftiness and a power, &
leader of men with a Rooseveltian
genijus for delighting and winning the
common man, one of the foremost ora-
tors of his generation, and above all
else, a fighting statesman who bas
lcomed large through the batile smoke
of half a century of polities—such is
Georges Benjamin Eugéne Clemenceau,
Fremijer of the French Republic.

Such is Clemencean, e Grand Old
man of France, whe, In the 77th year
of his age, at a time of life when most
men would be allowed and expected io
sit back and watch the youngsters do
the work, was, in the great crisis of
November, 1917, called to the helm of
the French ship of state.

There today he administers for
France the power that in America is
Woodrow Wilson's and in Britain Lloyd
George's. The war had to run to its
fourth yoar before Gemeral Foch, the
brilliant strategist of the Marne and
the Yser, was created Commander-in-
Chief of the Allied Torces on the
Western front and before Georges
Clemenceau was named civilian chief
of JYrance. And Clemenceau, who,
in his day, had overthrown so many
French minisiries that they called him
*“the Wreeker,” has just brought erash-
ing down a ministry on the other side
of the Continent, for only the other
day he emerged iricmphant from an en-
counter with Count Czernin, of Vienna,
in the course of which, with characteris-
tic candor, he called the Austrian a liar,
Today Count Czernin is in retirement
and his scalp swings at the bell of the
Wreeker

France's Reserve of Strength

““What a reserve of strengih for
France this unemploved force is!” ex-
claimed the late Fdward VII, who knew
France as few IEnglishmen knew her
and who had a weakness for the inexs
haustible Clemenceau. Yet when the
greal war came, four premiers had to
rule and fall before that foree was really
employed at its full sirength. He was
called at last becuuse, for vears, his had
been the most penetraiing visfon, his
the volce raised most clearly in the gos-
el of preparation against Germany, be-
cause, when the calamity he bad pre-
dicted finally fell upon his land, be pro-
claimed the poliey of no compromise,
gave voice to the demand for Allled
unity and ever took his place as the
greatest of all the “Jusgu'au-boutistes,”
as France calls her “Fight-to-a-Finish
men, .

How c¢lear was his vision you can
judge hest by turning back to the files
of his then  newly Iaunched journal,
L'Homme Libre, and reading what, in
his preparedness propaganda, e wrote
in the spring of 1913, more than a year
before the German hosts first trampled
on plucky Belgium:

“All Furope knows that we are on
the defensive,” wrote Clemenceau then,
“and Germany canpot have any doubt
on that score. Under the pretext of
protecting hersell against Freach age
gression, she continues to pile up arma-
ments till the day which she judges suit.
able to finish with us. For one must be
voluntarily blind not to see her mad-
ness for predominanee, of which the ex.
plosion will shake the whole continent
snd involve her in a policy of extermi-
nation against France.

“ That Nameless Calvary >

“If the catastrophe be inevitable, we
must prepare lo meet it with all our
strength. That is why I am disposed to
support all the Government’s defensive
measures. Those who saw 1870 cannot
allow the slightest loophols for a return
to the events of those frightful days, of
which the horror nowadays would be
increased a fundreidfold. If my desiiny
is to infilet me again with that nameless
Calvary which still haunts me,’ I have
at least. resolved not to incur the
slightest responsibility for anything
that might weaken my country in her
supreme struggle for existence.”

Clemencesu had been a withering
eritic of America and President Wilson
during the months before we entered the
ranks of the Allies, but he iz, of all
French leaders, the one abiest to deal
with us because he speaks our tongue
as well as we do. There s a ludicrous
misconception in France that the Pre-
mier spenks Huglish. He does nothing
of the sort. FHo spesks American,
ppeaks it with an unmistakable Gotham
tang and no French accent whatever.
He learned it at po Iycée, but in those
odd corners of New York he haunted
i the days of his adventurous twenties.

After a lively and memorable youth
sgpent among the fire-enting radicals of
the Latin Quarter, he was graduated as
2 physiclan and set sail for Amorica to
make his fortune. ¥is profession did
not prove profitable, nor could one grow
rich on transiating John Stuart Mill
into French and sending occasional dis-
patches to the Parisian newspapers.

So, to butter his parsnips, he was
oblized to teach hls beloved French
language and literature at a school for
young ladies in Stamford, Conn.~—of all
places. Most Frenchmen shake with
Homeric laughter at the very thought
of the Tiger caged as & teacher in an
Ecole de Jeunes Filles.

He remained in America four yearg—
from '65 to '69—-during which time he
acquired an American vocabulary and
en Amerfcan wife. He returned to the
France for which he was to labor all
his days in time to be chosen Maire of
Montmartre when the Republic was de-
clared in 1870 and to serve in that
post during the searing days of the
Commune.

“The Tiger” 15 one of two nicknames
that have stuck like a burr to Clemen
eeau. He I8 alen known as “Le Tom.
pour,” or “the Wrecker.” ‘“Tiger,”

| “THE TIGER”

LITTLE LOST DOUGHBOY
WAS STUDYING GAME

He was a morsel of a doughboy, as
small as the law allows, and that may
have been one reason why no one paid
niuch atiention to him when, fresh from
a replacement division, he showed up at
the front the other evening and, afier
reporting {o every one he saw, dropped
almost unnoticed into the ranks of Com-
pany G. The other 'reason was because
Company G was all absorbed at the mo-
ment with the immediate preparations
for going over the top.

They paid a good deal more attention
when, tired but trinmphant, they were
‘back in the irenches again., For the lit-
tle doughboy had, in swift succession,
jabbed his bayonet throngh three moun-
iainons ¥Muns and emerged none the
worse for hig gxperience. He was look-
ing pretty glum about it, however, as
he squatted down and devoted his first
free moment to cleaning his bayenet,

Got Too Darn Excited

“Never mind, old timer,” said the cor-
poral, patting him on the back, “You
¢id great work. It comes hard at fivst,
but vou'll get used to sticking them after
a while. They're a dirty bunch and
they've got it coming to them.” ~

“Oh, I don't mind killing them,” said
the newcomer. “I like it. But I didn’t
de il right. They told us to be sure and
not run the sticker in too far. There's
no need and you waste too much time
taking it out. Now I meant {o remember
that, bul cach time I got so darn ox-
cited T forgot all about it. I didn’t do
it right.”

The corporal swallowed his laughiler

becavse of his great ferocity as a fighter
und beeause ke rather looked like a ter-
rifying sabre tooth as he prowled about
the columas of the Palais Bourbon sech-
ing what incompetent ministers he might
rend and destroy; “Wrecker,” because,
all through the eighties and nineties, as
well as during the bitter years of this
war, he brought down in dust ministry
after ministry of which he, as the great
Critie-FProm-Without, had relentiessly
exposed the weaknesses.

Long a member of the Chamber of
Dreputies, later 2 Senator, and always as
a journalist who shook a very wicked
poen, he' was the terror of all govern-
ments,

As edlitor, at one time or another,
of La Justice, L'Aurore, and I’ Ifomme
ILibre (his present paper), Clemean-
cecan has always led the fight Jor
free speech. Indeed, in the days of his
radical youth in Paris, he suflercd im-
prisenment for & too revelutivnary
article indited in the declining days of
the Empire, 2 mermorable caplivity
which must not be confused with the
iwo weeks' sentence meted out to him
as principal in o sensational duel long
250,

;:In LA urore he fought the good fight
for a re-opening of the Drevfus case,
and in L'Hoemme Libre he said his sel-
dom welcome say about this war and
the way it was being run. That war
had not been under way muany weeks
before I’Homme Libre (The Freeman)
was squelched. If was suppri
menceau, however, was not. D
be appeared before the public as the
cditor of L'Homme Enchainé (The Man
in Chains) and under this biting title,
his journal flourished until the morning
after he was made Premier, when it re-
appeared as L'Homme Libre. You can
buy it or any newstand.

On the Inside Track

I’Homme Idbre flourished, but not
undisturbed. As leader of the Warto-
thelimit group and as President of the
Scnate’'s Commisslion for the Army, i
editor always had an unrivalled oppor-
iunity at the Inside news and an em-
barrassing disposition to speak his mind
in print. Ia particalar, he spoko his
mind about M. Caillaux. In fact, he
“wrecked” M. Caillaux.

Finally, in the days of thie Ribut
ministry—-this was Jess than a year ago
—the cemsor ventured an attemipt fo
draw the Tiger's claws. Ie was cen-
sored, Tis paper appeared with only
bis signature left in the colnmn usually
sssigned to hiis blast of editorial opinion.
The same thing happened next day,

It was too much, Clemenceau rose in
the Senate and announced that il he
were censored again, he would, for the
first time since the war began, open his
lips In the Senate and speak. e was
censored a third iime. Ife opened his
lips. The memorable speech that fol-
lowed flayed alive the unhappy M.
Malvy, then Minister of the Interior.
Down erashed the Ribot cabinet. The

his improviseﬂ pulpit,

IF*

(With Apologi:-:: to Rudyard Kipling)

It you would keep your job while all about ¥
Are losing theirs, and bluff right through this
If you wonld sidestep when superiors flout

And seek a “goat” that's often served before)™/

1f vou would slack and not get cought at slacking
And irust to luck, not study your supply;

But fear that some day you'll be sent a’packing,
And wish an always-trusty Alibi; -

An' 4,’ .
. 7

i,.?g‘:‘

If you're a “dead one” and desire to hide it,
And Foresight tires what yon call your Brain,

And Nerve won't do the trick

(cause youn have tried it),

And “hunting cover” is the game againg

If passing of the Buck’s your sole endeavor,
And no “Indorsement” serves to see you through,
{Althongh at writing them you're really clever),

There's always onc thing more

that you can do;

{ you've postponed until the latest minute
And 8.0.8d about “Emergency,”
Thotigh everyone may know there's nothing in it

But sheer neglect, you still can

go seot free;

If vou have made a mess from the beginning

Of everything you've tackled up

to date,

Don't fear yow’ll bave to reckon with your sinning,
You've still ancther chance to stall with Fate;

No matter what yowve done or what omitted,

There’s one excuse that’s good

in Army law,

It serves the shirks and shields the minus-witted,

Just plame the

— QUARTERMASTER CORPS!
*Only there isn't any “IF” about it. -Tt's a cinch.

F.T,H

WELL, HOW DOES IT?

LA Play in One Act and Several Con-
rulsions. produced for the firsi time in
ihe Thedire de la Guerre.  All slights

deserved—by the congregation).

The time—A certain Sunday morning,
not, Tong ago.
The place—A ceriain underground im-

provised chapel, up front.

Tnter the chaplain. Alter mounting

he looks his con-
the eoye, and

squarely in

“You
{(iasps, wheezes, short panting breaths

L]

from the congregation.)
VO e £.£€ FRRRE
(Groans. sonnds of men collapsing,
reur pandemoniom.)
“YOU e EEEEGEEIITIH 11 L
00—

—_—t

By this time the audience s so weak
and

faint and aill in from suppressed
rise, astonishmeni and general ta-
ackness Lhat it Is quiet, hushed,
rd-oni. The chaplain proceeds:
That’s what T hear every day., going
aroond amoeng voen! Now, I ask you,
haw does it sennd?™ .

1Quick

¥or the first few days, anyway, the
now serviee chevron will prove useful as
well as ornamental by drawing atiention
toward the sleeve and away from the
evoerseas ¢ap.

Fainlevé ministry which followed lasted
but o few months, and at last the
Wrecker of Cabinets, who had studiously
remained outside all the war cabinets
which had been formed, was ealled upon
to form: his own. Once in the saddle,
he was trie o his ancient journalist's
hosiility to political censorship and,
with & characleristic gleam of iromie
bumor, promised failhfully that nothing
should deprive any writer of his Inalien
able “right to injure the members of
the Government.”

The Woodrow Wilson of France

So the fall of 1917 saw Clemencean
installed as Premier of France. He had
hicld that post before from 1906 to 1909,
with one exception the longest premier-
ship in French history. To estimate his

MEURICE

HOTEL and
RESTAURANT

228 Rue de Rivoli

{Opposite Tuileries Gardens)

Restaurant Open to Kon-Residents.

power, you must think of him as the.
Woodrow Wilson of France. As the!
Premier of France can hold any port;
folio In his own cabinet, Clemencean is

his own Minister of War, so that he is,

in some respects, President Wilson and

Secretary Baker rolled into one, besides

being the leader In the legislature of his

own~the party in power,

It is because he has no four-year lease-
hold on his office, becanse he must, in
all great matters, carry with him his
party, or, if it comes to that, the voters
of the day, that the Premier in Prance
cannot hope to rival the American Prosi-
dent as the most powerful ruler in any
democracy the world around.

It s a man of 76 who holds this
power in France. He is, however, not
merely young for his years bui, iter
ally, as alert, as vigorous and as vilal
ag apy man of 40. None other could
shoulder so easlly his great burden of
responsibilily, his great volume of work
and still be able to skip to and fro be-
tween Paris and the f{ront, pausing
while there, perhaps, to pin a Croiw de
Guerre on a Yankee doughboy und clec-
trify him with as Yankee a speech as
the most homesick heart could desire.

The reserve of strength for which
King Edward envied France is still at
France's service because the Tiger has
lived frugsally all his days. He is astir
each morning at 3, and daylight saving
taeans notbing in his life. He cats little,
He exercises rigorcusly and he meither
smokes nor drinpks. For many years
he has not used tobacco in any form,
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and let all doughboys remember that
the leader of Francte in her mest tre-
Tuendous hour s

a Frenchman who| &
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drinks nothing but water.
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until later when he eould regale the pla-
toon sergeant with the story.

“Say, he's a game littie devil,” the
cerporal concluded. “Where in Gawd's
name did he come {rom?”

“Where did he go to?” was the ques-
tion being raised in Company I of that
same regiment—whicl: hadn't been in
the serap at all—for they had no soouer
put the lttle doughboy down on their
rolis than they had mislaid him in the
shuffie, and he was down on the books
as missing a day or se later when his
rightful top spied him swinging solemnly
along the road In the hindmost squad
of Company G, The top wns minded to

be disagreeable in his most expert man- |

ner, but when he heard the story, he
merely pounced on the innocent stray
and carried him off in triumph to the
ranks of his proper company.

Then he .explained that he had
reached the war late in the day, that
the corporal who had escorted him for-
ward never had told him what company
he belonged to, and that all companies
logked alike {o him, anyway,

So the little doughboy is where he be-
longs now and he is entirely happy-—ex-
cept, when he remembers that whereas
he disposed of three Germans, hils tech-
nique was rotten.

“Ifow do you manage to fill up the
paper?”
Queried a French litile miss.
“3Vel, when we have to, we cut a young
caper
Just as delightiul as this”
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Members of the American Expeditionary Forces.
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