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INDEMNITY BiLL.

Upon the order of the day being moved|

Of the fame kind was|
ity in 1780, wlhich was
te:

for acts done in fupprefling a fla
furrection and rebellion in the
It was true, the bill now before

eopolis.
the houfe
&

throw its protefting fhicld over minifters
but would cover fuch enormities a6 thofe

ctailed in the petitions prefented this day)
with segard to Mr, Aris, 1 was @ matter
of Guprife and aftonifhiment to him, that
mitifers fould refufe any inquiry into the

for the houfe to refolve itfelf intoa cor
mittee on the Habeas Corpus Indemnity|
Billy

Sir Faawcrs BunpeTe prefented petic
tions from- Jalper Moorey John Roberts,
Jotn Belcher, Thomas Evins, and Joho|
Pyrrott; feverally apprehended by warrant
of the duke of Portland, complaining of
crucity and oppreflion on the part of A
the governor of the Coldbath-fields prifon
and praying that, their rights of action
mighit not be defeated by the prefent bil
JekyLn prefented a fimilar petition
froum Thomas Goodluck.

The petitions were feverally ordered to
Tie omthie table.

Upon the queftion beidg put, that thel

rig,|te

upon the ground of inf:
but he would afk, did any fuch ground
really exift? On the cantrary, ho believed
the mals of the ¢
lovil ; that th

were difcontents and dif
fo believed, but be dened|
¥ were connedled with Jacobinical prin-

. Awple reafon tliere was for dicon-

d difffections. Could itbe expeét-
e, at aperiod when the nation was drain
ed by, fong wary and opprefled by an ac
umulation of taxes and a fearcity of pro-
itions, that the people could remai ftis
cd ! it not natural there fhould b
thof legitimate complaints againit the go-
veriment which had produced the evils
they expe and the more fo, as thofe

ople to be found aud| [

Mfurance of two penfions to the amoun:

% of fuch a man as Aris, of whon
complaiats of injuftice, oppreffion, and
cruelty, had been fo repeatedly “urged.—|
(lere fcemed, on the contrary, to be an|
nxicty to fupport and defend hime Some.
thing “had been faid of a fympathy and]
tecling between the old and the prefent ads
minifiration ; he could not avoid being of
opivion that Tuch fympathy did exift, when)
i tound fuch, 4 Gnlaricy in their fnead
furcs ; habeas corpus fufpenfion bills, fedi-
tios meetings bills; penfion bills. Upo:

he latter ubject the ex-minifter had whol-
ly forgot himfelf; he hied retired with thel

of 7,0001. a year; one be already bady and
the other, no daubt, he very foon would

{peaker fliould leave the chs
bérs calied upon the attorne
declined addreffing the houfe.

Mr. Jexvie faid, he had waited fome|
‘moments in expedtation that, however un-
waal s meafure of this kind was, it would
Dot hiave been attemoted to be carried into
effedt in fo unufal a way. He liad ex-
pected that, upon a meafure levelled at the
Qoarélt interells of the people, the attor-|
ney-general would have cotered at leaft
inio fome details, That learned and ho-
Horable gentleman had contented himfelf
with merely moving for the fpeaker's leav-|
g the liair, @ the (ume time pointing to
he report of the fecret committee, which]
Jay upon the table.  Upon that report a-
Lane be foeshed to have refted the proprietyl
of going into a committee upon fuch a bill

thise He regretted that his bou. and|
irned friend (the attorney-mencral,) with
whom he biad fo many yeas.been ov terim
of intimacy, (hould have been the mover|
of fuch a meafora as. this, the eficét of
which was to. (tap the ‘regular adminiftra-|
tion and courfe of ju A {pect|
o anyidea of refponfinility within the walls,
of the Houfe of Comnons, minifiers
nothing todread ; they were only aftuated)
their terror of that.refponCibility o
which théy knew they would be fubjedt by
4k Gperation of that pure adminiltration
of the jultice of the Country, which no-
thing bias u bill of this nature could divert.
Relponbibility was a word which ought tof

vera
genctal, wh

i

tidnaty, LThere had beena period whieti
aii o, perfan, now no more, had induced)
the Houl ta come to a vote, that the influ-
eace of the ciown had increafed, was o
crzubiig, | and eught to be diminifhed.|
Since that time the infiuence of the exccu-|
tive government had increafed fir beyond
what it ever had been. As to the réport
of the comunitee, which was fuppofed tof
be 2 fuificient foundation for this bill af]
indemnitys he would defire any candid |
o put his hand apon bis Neart and fay whe|
ther it contained any thing to jullify fach
ameafure? The report was @ iere farragol
of old materials, confilting of quotations
from the Prophet Fackiel, the Prophet
Brothers, the writings of Spence, a fana
ticy and the new Jerufalemites, He
ged the attorney-general to vefer to whatl
had recently appeared upon the trial o
Spence, in the court of King's Bench, and
b put it to him whether he did not feri-|
ouily think that man hud evinced all the ap-|
arances of & man completely deranged {

2

e appealed whether every individual off

mumeraus audience upoi that occafion
did not feel a fort of indignation at 4 man's
Bring put upon his trial who was a fitter]
abject of confinersent in Bedlam as a lu-

natic? When the al(omey;gencrd had onfti

a former day introduced this meafure tof
the houfe, he had flated, thatit was juft
d by prectdents; thofe precedents werel
in the years 1746 and 1780, but he con.|
tended that neither of them bore any an
logy whatever to the prefent inftance. That|
in 1746 was not general in ita operation,
a5 this was ; it pointed, only to. particular
28ts done for the fappréifion of the rebil
Sion, aud ot to afl aéts commisted in thel
courfe of a long admininiftration ; it: ob]
Fe@ was definite, bue ‘thut of the prcfent|

hadlt

of the parlamentary dic-

Jginat examinations wpon oath,

Were preventes
ment through the medium of the

g parlia
Voice of]
thepeaple, the natural organ for uteeri

a ¢ implored, in God's name, how
cver the houle might be. difpofed o give
indembity to bis majefty’s mint 3

thein.  Parliament was incapable of know-
ing the fentiments of the people, who were
wived, for the very meafures for Whicl)
miniflers were now to be foreened, of the
privilcge of meeting at leaft with faféty tol
itate their gricvinces. When he coufiders
ed what minifters chey were who defires
to have the fhicld of prote@ion thrown|
over them, he really thought the applica-
tion ought to be treated with contémpe and
le. They fated, that their condudy

lind been meritarious in the ufe of the pow-|
or granted them by the fufpention of

tain parts of their condud, that it would|
pavfe Lefore it touched wpon thie regular]
adminiftiation of jultice, and prevented|
its operation with ‘regard to_ his majefty’s
oiiifters the fame us with refpect to ather
wmen. He would put it to the attorney-
general to fay whether, in the cafe of ge.
ncral wareants, lie would have recowmend-
d a bill of indcmuity for the protection of]
miinifters who had hiad recourte to fuch a
meafure — Whatever difpofition the houfe|
might feel to fhelter the fervants of thel

et conviction of the truth of what it cofie
tained, dnd the neceffity for the meafu

itrecommended, The prefent was a pexi‘:
of danger, and, therefore, whutever teme
porary diminution of the liberty of the
lubject was necellary, muft be Klllmiml
tor He hoped

[itloyal of the wickedae(s and impoffbility
of their defigns. He hoped, when peace:
vith every foreign and domeflic enepiy was:
reftored, we fhould refume all the *Ret
fings of our conflitution ; but at the
fent moment he owned be was a s
t every thing that could afford
Lechion to the exccutive power. e
SREY, inafpeech of great extent
» 4, oppold the bl A meaiure
¢ oiice fo unjuft wnd fo ttally. unprece
d_cx;u:d,h he tojulrll A hew, the
right o, gentleman cppofice to b
would ventuns to biing. loprtfani, unlr.rs“;
[Was upon the perfualion which feemed ta.
be confidently entestained by his majefly’s
minifters, that the boufe of Conrmons, after.
having fo long been in the habit of cons
fiding in them unplicitly every meafure of
[power they defired, was now fo thoronghe
iy converted to their purpofes, as even, upe
on & mealre of chis moft extraordinary
and unprecedented naturc, to requite nes.
ther argument nor proof to. juflify its pros
fed neceflity.  But as far as he could une
derftand che principles of the bill, the mana
ner of its introdution, aud the arguments

abicas corpusact; that they had detained
ithout a reafonable and well found|
icion, the refult of information up-
on oath or auchentic documents.  What!
ben minifters came to the houf: fuppli
(or 4 bill of indemuity, was 1t tol
be endured they fhould exculpate them
elves by figing they bad tiot detained any
without evidence ugon oath againft them |
That they had exercifed their power in de.|
g men of their fiberty” npon whag

y called authentic docunients ! Words
of pretty extenfive import, efpecially when
winifters themfelves had the conftruction o

& it wasa
duty not to fulfer the people to be made
the vitims of tyrannical winillces, and
tien to be deprived of their legal means of
redrels.  For thefe reafons he objedted to
the fpeaker's leaving the chair,

Mr. J. Ho Browne. denied the affer
tion, that the people by the operation of]
any bills were prevented meeting, in order]
to ftate their complaints to parliamet. He,
cntered into a jultification of the conduéy
of the fecret commirtee, and the reafony
upon which it had proceeded in framing]
its report ; he obferved, that it was by nol
meins new in the Liftory of the country to

which it was fupportcd, the wh
B 150t decided reneebaton T o

lgranted to the houfe by the fulpention of
i habeas corpus, a nuraber of individuals
e feized and thrown into. piton, on the,
pretence of minifiers that a confpiracy ex.
fted i the country, and the exiftence of
| Vhichy even <o this houfe, is not proved by
4 fngle conviftion, Moft unwarrantable
cruclties and spprefive fevericion are prac-
ifed on thoft individuals While in confincs
picat.  For thofe feverities, the-only plea:
of juftification s the fecres information of
pics and informers.  But although thofe

e, The conflatution had been p
larly. careful in fpreading guards around!
thie liberty of the fubject With reference]
to high creafon ; it had requized that thel
accuter fhould Kave Tifls of s jurors and
the withefies againft him, and tias therc]
ihould be ewo witsiefi upon vath to con.
Vict fim of an overt ad~but all thefe pro-
tections would ve rendered nugatory and
ufelefs, i mivifters were to be allowe
0o evidé ther by confining tpon charges of
treafon whom they pleate, and for whal
length of time they pleafed; with no other]
levidence to jullify them but what they wete
ple term authentic docunenci Hl
nad heard, and he belived the fad was noy
deried, thit upon the wials for high treafon
it Muidftone, sione. of the informations
had been retumed to the judges of afiize,

r. Juflice Buller had alled for them,|
and, ipon che lawyers for the crawn in|
orming him th not in court, he
had exprefled his difapprobation at the ori.

taken, not having beon laid before b

hat would any of affize fay, i)
when e Caine o try & man for felofys the
magifivate hould fiy to him, it is trué, 1]
bl Gvidetee vyt oith G 1

fuach werels

aghange of without
change of principles, and {ated a particu-
ance in the year 1717, in the reign|
of George the Fislt, with reference to thel
political principles o fehe Barl of Sunder-|
land, and Mr. Townfend, both equally at.
chied to the houfe of Hunover. With|
regard to what the hon. genteman had faid
concerning fpies and informers, he would|
afk: him, whether he had read the report |
I£ he had, be would fee it depended upon|
much fironger and more - melanchely)
[rounds thau perhaps the report of any for-
nier ommittee,  Lhe times in which we|
lived were peculiar, and required extraor-|
dinary and ‘wnufusl meafurcs, Never be.|
fore hd confpiracies been fupported by the]
attempts of 4 ferocions and implacable
cnemy like the one with which we had tol
conteud.  When it was feen that whatl
had been fufpected in England had actually)

men call repeatedly for trial
by the laws of their country, in vindica
tion of their charadters, to many of them
nore. dear than fe ; becaufe refufed fuch
jerial, they wilh to appeal for fome reparas
tion to the laws of their country ;. this bill
is brought forward for the indemnification
of their :gpnﬂ‘au, without offering 2 fine
[8le title of proof to juflify or in.any dea
[gree warrant the crueltics practifed tos
wards them, and this bill is called a ineas
lure of jultice and magnanimity ; but he
would call it a bill o encourage
formation. Recoguifing for the
4 principle ?
Britifh jurifp
fenvicd fuperiority over every code in the
world for ages, was the publicity of trial,
fand the confronti i

the accuter,. Thersiove i Eoglith con-
(titution or Englifh law the meafure had né

iaken place in Treland, produced by
préciftly the fume us thofe which the well-
med menfures had fuppreffed, and_ for
which lhey now required to be indemnified.
We had feen that, in every country wher
Freich principles had prevailed, Frenchi

and it was only fupported

the finfy pretence of its Lm il e

ecllucy to give to_other bills which

[had pafled, as merely a fupplement to fors

imer meaflures adopted by parliament.  Bug

2 precedent was <o be._fought for the
of

arins ad prevailed, and
fubverfiort. of of

pics and informers as. fup-

t I committed him for felony, upon whatl
appeared to me to be authestic documents,
With refpect te the bill itlelf, he could;
not hiave thought the attorney-geucral
would have placed fuch a one upon th|
table.  Graciows God! Was it to a Bri|
ifi Houfe of Commons he was addredling|
himfelf 7 Would they confent to vote for
R bill, Which opened a fyftem of yovern]
iment by lecrot juformation of {pies wid i

seduced it to fomething mor
2 divan, or Spanifh iriquifition ? What
an was fufe nofler fich 4 fyfiem of go-
vernment I and what minifters, who had
nad recoure to it, and had pue it in exe
cution, deferved to be proteéted? He

countries.  As to the mannerin which the
hon. gentleman had foken of fpics and|
informers, hie would only obferve that it
was the duty of every fubject who had ta-
ken the oath of allegiance to give informa-|
tion of any thing that might come to his
knowledge, alfecling either the king or his
overnient ; but it was néceflary to havel
particular perfons whole fole bufinefs it
Was to obtain i i i

it was not to the
belt times of the Britifh conflitusion, but
10 the wortt of times, and the practices of
the worftof tyrants, we muf refort. Such
were the infiruments of government in. the
reign of Tiberius, and in the vileft tyrag~
ies that debafed and ultimately ruined the
[Roman Empire.  But in his mind the leaft
jpunifhument a juft government fhould infick

!
iey o she countsy could not b rr;ru‘m
without having fuch a fyflem of precau]
tion ; he thought luch perfons not only en-|
citled 1o protection, but to gratitude, * Fiq
was unwilling that any pecfon fhould be]

upon an accufer, who dared nat openls

e o e o ol
[fertions. - One of the principal bledlings of
[Englifh law was, that by the publicity of
ecial the innoceiice of the mﬁx, accufed
[became more manifeft, und the punifhment
of che guilty wnore fevere. Vet thofe were

contended, that the billy although the con-}
trary, he underftood, Tiad been” intimate
by the attorfiey-general, would not only,

‘canfined, but_he
the Ienity exerciled by the late minifters,
a principal veafon for prote@ing thema He
Had, a3 ameunber of the fecret committee |

prineiples this bill called on the houfe.
o abandon as obfolete, and to adopt thofe
of the worlt of times, Ithad been argued

Jou & former occafion, and smuft be acknow~

[not aflented to the report without the fuls -



