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The arnual period again returns, which|
made us rwpEPENDENT AND FREE, Thanks
to the valour of our arms, and Ml more
o the wifdom of our councils, the revolving|
period fill finds us fo.  Tn 1776 we broke|
‘e chains of foreign tyranny. Since that
era we have been employed in_breaking
domestic fetters, no lefs defpotic, in which|
wre were enflaved by our own prejudices.
paffions and viees.  We have facceeded in|
#he great attempt, not lefe fplendid than
the fubverfion of empire, and in virtue infi-
nitely above the higheft fight of militay|
Reroifm.

Emanating from a_goverament, mon-
archic in its form; part of an empire,|
whofe ambition grafped the deftiny of the|
world'; out habits, though litdle corrupted
By power, made us, as far as thar power
extended, the willing inftraments of Bri
aggrandizement. Our young hearts beat
with_ ardour at the recollecied atehicve.,
ments of Britifh prowefs, and uriting our,
‘happinefs, our fortunes, and our lives with|
e glory of the mother country, we felt
our highelt rapture in the little portion of
reflecied lultre which fell to our (hare,

Under thefe circumfances, our ideas were|
Borrowed and our habits fervile,  Overfha,
owed by her great example, our virtues,
equally with our vices, were thofe of imi.
tation. ~ What Englind admired, we ap:
plauded; what (

1 them man recognizes his only true hap-
pinels, and that happinefs he will, be ought
to poffefs. The power which ereated him
[beftowed it, and rio Iniman power can of]
[ight take it away.

Awericans ! Ye who eltimate tidfvaluci
of civil liberty 5 ye, wha, unfwayed by all
foreign prejudice, Gallic or Anglican, lovel
Iyour awn comntry, and yote own rights, and|
o fuch love acknowledge and refped the
fame fentiments in other climes, forget ot
by whom your independence and freedon)
were atchieved.

The declaration of Independence ema|
rated from no compmort tind.  Ere made,
it required all the deliberations of philafo-
Phy, knowledge of the paft, an acquaint.|
ice with the ‘prefént; and a forefight of
the fiture, The fate of a nation hung
upon the decifions The Dlufirious band of]
flatefinen, then convened, were awfully
fimpreffed with ehe crifis.  They fought re.
(irefs through the channcls of peace ; they)
iexbiaufled the refources of humanity and]
remonfirance ; and notuntil all thefe were

“linefecually tried, did they conecive, or

make that bold and folrinn appeal o the
world, which declared their country inde-
ipendent and free.

“The fublime conception fprang from thel
lenergies of their own. minds, and from 4
jconvition in your virtue, They felt them-
felves the omnipotence of moral principle,
and they. thought they could make you
feclits They thought tiuly ; and future
levents proved that their fell,

by their bright example, celebrate thid an-
niverfary with rational rather than animal
joy.  Let not a day, whick infpired in
1776 folemn, excite in 1801, light feel,
ings.. Inflead of misgling in noify feenes|
of riot and intaxication, let us furrendes|
ourfelves to refiections . at” once ufeful to
qurielves and others.

et us refleét, that, however divided we
i % our opinions of particular men
s?ﬁ'nm, our interefts are all the fume ;
nnd qm the furelt way of Jeflening this di-
vifion, and the certain way of rendering it
armlefs, is to tolerate a free and wireferv- 1
ed expreffion of our thoughts.

right of the people to alter or toabolifh it
-nd to inflitute new government, lv[\n‘ its
und:mm on fuch principles, and o
zing its powers in fuch form, as to o
fhlll ('zem moft likely to effcct their fafety
[and happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dics
cate, thac : Emeroments, long cliablifhed,
hould not for light and tranfien®
caufes; and lc:u glyy ‘u cxpencll‘e lmh
(hewn, that mankind are
fuffer, while evils ‘are fuﬁmble, than m
right themfelvesby. abolifhing the forms to
which they are accuftomed. But when &
long train of abufes and ufurpations, put
{uing invariably the fame object, evincesa
jdefign to reduce them under abfolute defjo-
tifm, it s their right, it is their duty, to
throw off fuch government, and to provide
new guards for their future fecurity. Such
|nas been the patient fufferance of thefe co-
lonies ; and is now the na:cmty whnd:mn-

Lt ns compire our own flate of
with that which exifts in monarchies, i
cjoice that we live in & republics

Let us ftudy and appreciate the fuperior|
benefits of our fyltems of’ government to
thofe of Earope, in the proteétion of our
rights as citiaens among each othery and in|
ur exemption from war while all Bucope is
crimfoned with blood,

| b the to alter their ms of
government. The hiftory.of the prefent:
King of Great-Brfain, i & hito

peated injuries and ufurpations, all bavi

in direct obje@ the eftablifhment of an ab-
lolute tyranny over thefe ffates. To prove
his, let fadlsbe fubmitted to a candid world
He'nnufnfcd his affent to hv/t thz mof

L -9

He has forbidden his G el
laws of immediate and pres

nfefs Sifpended in thn-operation. ol v
et oud b obtained , nd when fo -

s

L our rep
a3 perpetually progreffing in improvement,
while the fyftens of the old world are ra-|
pidly and unceafingly plunging deeper and

25 utterly negleét
Jto them.
He

bas refufed to pafs other laws for the.
rccommodation of large diftricls of pupll.

dgeper into follies and crimes.

Let us behold, in our country, under the
adminifiration of good laws, in general im
partiallyapplied, i iforily reward-
ed with fupport .m while in Europe,|t

ander bad Lawd, worle applied, labor fearce.fures

ly fupports auimal fife, and feldom produces|
uny permanent benefite

felt Jike themfelves.  Tluftrious fages !
Ye i who are now tiumbered]

Ber friends ye took o our bofom—her enc.]
mies _excited and exercifed all our refent
ments,

Were the philofophic mind called wpon,
pradtically to define 2 Mate of flavery, it
eculd not point to.a more convincing and
detifive illftrations

[
Public opinion, in alliance with the gi-

gantic power of Britain, threatened  per|
petaity to onr chains 5 but mighty is the
power of truth, which muft previil Eeror
and vice in governments invariably lead to
appreffion 5 and cppreffion always leads to
Sreedom ; fometimes cffecied by the Rlent,
and ever to be defired, operations of reafon 5
but oftener, unfortunately, atchieved amid|
¢he convulfions of a revolution.

SEIl the prize, infinite in value, ean
never, be baught at too dear a price. . Tor

with the dead, ‘the gratitude of your coun-
1y, the applaufe of a world, daily repeats
your praifes! FRaNkus, Geftin the roll
of fame, if confcious of our paffing feene)
whiat a triumph s yours ! Surrounded by a
.cé, a Rutledge, and a Roduey, your £
ey fUll contimues, as while with us, in]
leparable from the happinefs of your fellow,
men.  Perhaps, in addition o 3 kiow.
iedge, of the paft and prefent, fcience opent]
o your enraptured view the whole world
on a fuure day united by the indiffoluble
tics of liberty and peace !

National gratitude { Awaken alfo to the
alains of our departed herocs ! They fough
ot for empire. and vain glory.  Affociate]
lthem not, shen, with the worthles rabbl
lof warsiors ‘whom biftory obly elevates to
Our heroes feized their army

while the period of a revolution covers but
& e Rt yars, shat of defposiin fr|
quently borders on cternity.

Thiefe principles and ruths were once fa-
miliar to Awericans ; they were once un.|
difpted ; and, however, from the tempora
preglence of ersory,sher may. have been)
forgotten by, forse, of our felow-citigens,*
we dare to ﬁy, with ymyhetw fpirit, that|
eheirreign fi tiis country will be eternal-

The egérgesic impulfe, given by the Con-|
grelsof 1776 to thefe principles, has im.
parted o them & Lorce, which nd oppofition
of errar or.power can ulttmately prevent|

fraim progrfing throigh the moral world:

jat their country's call, and at her call they|
tid them down j—flill greater in peace]
than in war.  WasKINGTON, thy coun.]
ltry furrounds thee with a Greene, a Mont
jeomery and & Mecr, and proudly pref
ffeas. the bright galaxy to the imitation of
lall nations.

Let g, fellow citizens, iprefied by|
thefe great. exawples of flatcfinen and he
iroes, whofe memory we have embalmed in|
jour ieartsm—not unmindful of the talents|
nd virtues of living coadiutors, who, on

fome futare day (may it be a diftant one 1)
e will ot be frviity 3lfo to commemo-|

rardilet us, fallow-citizens, imprefled

Le

of our confci

he freedom
and our entire

of reprefentation in the legiflature 5. i right
ineftimable to them, and formidable to ty-
rants only. He has called together legif-
lative bodies at places unufy unmnfac.
able, and diftant from the da;k

[public records, for the fole pu

gumgt!u into compliance with. hn m

}::d;:u :_i.n‘olved repreb'm!m‘y

eatedly, for oppofing, with manly firmn
i invalions on the dyia of dhe peopi.

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch
d.trolunmn, o caufe others to be elucted ;.

have returned to the mlm

7, while a large
portion of the old world Rill remains its;
dave.

‘Thefe are refledtions, calculated toenlarge
the boundaries of intellet, and to kindle
the molt glowing feelings of virtue ; and
while their indulgence beltows individual
(elicity, they powerfully confpire to draw,
inan clofer toman, by (hewing bim that 2
virtue and all good are impartial and diffu-
ive ; that, like the light of heaven, and|
the boundlefs air, they produce good in pro-
portion to their frecdom, and that it is only
when confined, that they fubvertor impair,
in tempelt or volcanos, the fair fabric o
natures
— ——— 4
Declaration of lndependence.

1% CONORESS, JULY 4, 1776,

it becomes neceflary for one pwp‘e cn dify}
l'olw.' the political bands which
iem with, ulnlh:r, and. !e -l?u
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