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Lewis Jones: Mr. Russell, you have a son in the navy, what is your attitude toward the war?

G. W. Thomas: My attitude towards the war is a hundred percent, see. And I’m very much in favor of the war going on. And everything as we want to push this thing as much as possible. See, I have a son in the navy. He was home not long since and he’s very anxious. He thinks that’s one of the best things for a Negro that ever happens: to be in the navy. And he says a great thing and he’s in favor of the war and pushing the war as a man. He’s had quite a success since he’s been there and he seems to be getting along just fine and he thinks that Negroes ought to go forward as hundred percent. 

Lewis Jones: The last person you heard was G. W. Russell, building custodian who as he stated has a son in the navy and therefore a great interest in the prosecution of the war. The next person that you will hear is Harold Thomas, a business agent for the Nashville Negro Carpenters.

Harold Thomas: As business agent for Local 1937 Carpenters Union, I’m in a position to go around and to get the attitudes of the various employers as regards Negro carpenters. In this capacity, I have interviewed several contractors and found their attitudes so interesting that I’ve made several notes. Most of them are altogether antagonistic in so far as the employment of Negroes is concerned. In this little notebook that I’ve kept, I have various statements that some of the contractors gave when I asked them to employ Negro carpenters. This is one: Mr. R. M. Condra  of the Condra Construction Company and I quote: “I’m a southerner, born in the South and don’t believe Negroes can do nothing. We haven’t been hiring niggers and don’t intend to start it now.”

Now that was his attitude and is representative of quite a few of the contractors here in the South. I’ve found that in the various neighboring communities that contractors that come from further south than here have a more brotherly attitude you might say. Because they do hire these Negro carpenters when once given a chance. 

Lewis Jones: Well Thomas, do you think that Negroes are going to have a chance to participate in the building of the new camp near Clarksville? 

Harold Thomas: I do think so. I have interviewed the construction quartermaster there and he seems to be very much in favor of the hiring, not only of Negroes, but of any other sort of help he that thinks he’ll need there. 

Lewis Jones: Well, the next voice that you’re going to hear is that of Leslie W. Beesley, a public school teacher.

Leslie W. Beesley: My personal attitude toward the Negro in the present crisis is one of the Negro doing all that he can to foster the winning of the war by the American nation. But I must say that the Negro has more than one purpose in this great fight. The Negro has a threefold purpose. His first fight is to get a place in the army where he can do his best for the country. His next fight is, of course, to win the war. And his third fight, I think, is to maintain the status that he gains while the war is going on after the war has ended. 

